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THE  ILLUSTRATED  PRICE-LIST 

is  one  of  the  most  effective  ways  of  securing 
prompt  and  direct  business,  particularly  from 
buyers  abroad.  For  instance,  a  large  buyer  in 
some  busy  centre  thousands  of  miles  away  from 
London  has  placed  before  him 

An  Attractive  Inset 

in  the  Winter  Issue  of  The  Chemist  and  Drug- 
gist, containing  illustrations  and  prices  of  goods 
he  wants  to  sell.  He  has  before  him  all  he 
requires,  a  facsimile  reproduction  of  the  latest 
novelties  and  the  prices.  In  nine  cases  out  of 
ten  he  sends  off  the  order  at  once,  thus  saving 
time  and  trouble  and  forestalling  the  persuasive 
eloquence  of  the  representative  of  a  competitive 
firm  who  may  call  a  day  or  two  later.  Firms 
who  have  not  already  placed  their  orders  for 
insets 

In  the  Winter  Issue.  1912, 

with  the  Publisher,  should  writ«  to  him  at  once, 
as  the  publication  date  is  January  27. 


SUMMARY  OF  THIS  ISSUE. 

The  more  notable  items  only  are  dealt  with. 


Articles  and  Communications. 


weather  lore  are  treated  by 
describes   a  noa- 


The  fallacies  of  Christma 
••  Xrayser  II."  (p.'  47). 

The    article    entitled  "Verminitis' 
.scheduled  vermin-killer  (p.  53). 

Notes  on  dispensing  difficulties,  by  Mr.  Harold  Wyatt, 
are  included  in  our  Winter  S.jssion  reports  (p.  47). 

Besides  the  Reviews  and  New  Books  on  pp.  53-54,  we  print 
notes  regarding  two  i-ecent  works  of  interest  to  chemists. 

Two  important  decisions  by  United  States  Courts  on  Food 
and  Drugs  Act  are  against  the  official  interpretation  (p.  49). 

In  a  note  on  copaiba,  Mr.  E.  J.  Parry  indicates  points 
concerning  tests  for  consideration  by  the  B.P.  revisers 
(p.  51). 

Our  optical  contributor  gives  some  practical  hints  on  the 
methods  of  adapting  spectacles  and  eye-glas&ss  to  the  fac» 
(pp.  51-52). 

Some  interesting  observations  on  the  nature  and  number 
of  the  advertisements  in  our  Coloured  Supplement  last  yea,r 
are  given  on  pp.  48-49. 

We  continue  our  Diary  series  of  articles  on  "  The  Pharma- 
cist as  a  Fancier's  Specialist."  The  present  one  ii  on  cats, 
dogs,  and  cavies  (p.  52). 

The  suggestions  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  as  to  the 
basis  for  pharmaceutical  reciprocity  have  been  made  i)ublie, 
and  are  printed  on  p.  50. 

Portraits  and  biographical  notes  on  the  following  chemists 
a le  given  in  this  issue:  Mr.  W.  Easterbrook,  Johannesburg 
(p.  38) ;  Mr.  F.  R.  Squire,  San  Remo  (p.  43) :  and  Mr. 
J.  F.  Burnett,  Preston  (p.  57). 

We  print  the  Medical  Benefit  Section  of  the  Insurance  Act 
a.s  given  in  the  Statute,  and  offer  reprints  of  it  to  sub- 
scribers (pp.  44-45).  In  an  editorial  note  reference  is  made 
to  ill©  representation  of  pharmacy  on  the  Advisory  Com- 
mittee and  to  the  medical  trouble  (p.  50).  Mr.  J.  B.  Francis 
also  deals  with  the  subject  (p.  57),  as  well  as  a  medical  maa 
(p.  64). 

News  of  the  Week. 


Mine.  Curie  has  apijeudicitis  (p.  56).  ■ 
The  latest  'Store  prices  are  mentioned  on  p.  34. 
The  Queensland  Pharmacy  Bill  is  progressing  {p.  37). 
The  Chinese  drug-trade  figures  in  our  news  from  the  East 
(p.  36). 

Atropine  given  for  sparteine  has  caused  a  sensation  in 
Belgium  (p.  36). 

Black  antimony  as  found  on  the  Canadian  market  is 
reported  on  (p.  37). 

A  curious  chemist-company  difficulty  has  been  mentioned 
in  a  bankruptcy  court  (p.  39). 

South  African  regulations  for  poisonous  articles  similai" 
to  those  of  Great  Britain  are  proposed  (p.  38). 

Mr.  Benjamin  Hirst,  of  Hirst,  Brooke  &  Hirst.  Ltd., 
Leeds,  was  on  Thursday  elected  President  of  the  Proprietary 
Articles  Trade  Association. 

Mr.  William  Day,  the  founder  of  the  Southern  Drug  Co., 
Ltd.,  died  last  week.  We  al.so  record  the  death  of  Dr. 
Casana  y  Leonardo,  of  Madrid  (p.  41). 

King  George  V.  is  conferring  Knighthoods  on  Mr.  Joseph 
Beecham,  of  St.  Helens ;  Mr.  Herbert  Parsons,  of  Ashton  & 
Parsons,  Ltd.  ;  and  Dr.  G.  H.  Savage,  brother  of  a  well- 
known  Brighton  pharmacist,  which  with  other  honours  are 
mentioned  on  pp.  42-43. 

Trade  and  Market  Matters. 

Tlie  l.s;.  bil.  ])er  lb.  tax  on  the  collection  of  buchu  on  South 
African  Crown  lands  has  been  confirmed,  a  cojjy  of  tha 
olBcial  order  being  printed  on  p.  62. 

Business  has  opened  quietly  on  the  markets,  but  next 
week  conditions  will  be  normal  again.  Quicksilver  has 
been  irregular,  declining  7s.  bd.  and  advancing  5.?.  The 
makers  of  bismuth  salts  announce  that  the  "resale"  clause 
has  been  withdrawn;  they  have  also  recast  their  scheduled 
prices.  Hull  castor  oil,  lemon  oil  (spot),  clove  oil,  and 
acetanilide  are  in  buyers'  favour  (p.  60). 
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ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  NEWS. 

Wiien  sending  newspapers  to  the  Editor  please  mark  the  items 
of  news  to  which  you  desire  to  call  his  attention. 


Brevities. 

^Messrs.  Xewton  &  Co.,  chemist.s,  Yeovil,  have  added 
an  optical  department  to  their  business. 

The  architect  for  the  new  chemical  laboratories  to  be 
erected  at  University  College,  London,  is  Mr.  F.  M. 
■Simpson,  F.R.I. 13. A.,  Professor  of  Architecture. 

Alderman  Henry  Potter,  Mayor  of  Stepney,  and  ilr. 
W.  S.  Glyn- Jones,  M,P.,  attended  the  entertainment  given 
"by  the  staff  of  Messrs.  Selfridge  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  to  the  poor 
children  of  Stepney  last  week. 

The  Royal  Dental  Hospital  and  London  School  of  Dental 
Surgery  has  been  admitted  by  the  University  of  London 
as  a  School  of  the  University  in  the  Faculty  of  Medicine  (in 
dentistry  only)  for  a  period  of  five  years  as  from  Octo- 
ber 1,  1911.  ' 

The  Cerebos  salt  works  at  Greatham,  near  We-st  Hartle- 
pool, were  almost  destroyed  by  a  fire  whn-h  broke  out  on 
January  3.    Threa   hundred  persons  are  thrown  out  of 
employment.    The  damage  done  amounts  to  some  thousands 
-of  pounds. 

The  private  house  at  57  Penshurst  Road,  South  Hack- 
ney, London,  N.E.,  of  Mr.  Farmer,  of  Messrs.  Fredk. 
Farmer  &  Co.,  vermin-killer  manufacturers,  was  ransacked 
by  burglars  recently.  A  considerable  ciuantity  of  jev\'ellery 
and  money  was  taken. 

"It  is  anticipated  that  a  crisis  will  take  place  about 
March  next,  and  a  strike  must  inevitably  follow,"  so  says 
the  Secretary  of  the  Chemists'  Assistants'  Reform  Union 
in  writing  to  "Reynolds'  Newspaper"  of  December  31 
re  the  employing  of  female  labour  in  large  retail  drug- 
stores. 

At  Port  Sunlight  this  week  Sir  W.  H.  Lever,  Bart.,  in 
distributing  the  Co-partnership  Trust  dividends,  said  the 
amount  of  co-partnership  certificates  issued  in  1911  was 
298,731/.,  and  the  amount  of  dividend  to  be  distributed 
totalled  28,702/.  The  dividend  on  the  ordinary  certificates 
was  at  the  rate  of  10  per  cent,,  and  the  amount  deposited 
in  the  Savings  Bank  in  1911  was  15,787/.  lU.  Id.,  the 
average  being  14/.  per  head. 

A  circumstance  which  is  probably  unique  in  connection 
with  trades  subsidiary  to  the  drug  business  is  the  fact 
■that  Messrs.  G.  B.  Kent  &  Sons,  Ltd.,  brush  makers, 
75  Fr.rringdon  Road,  London,  E.C.,  have  cricket  clubs 
for  their  employes  in  both  London  and  Melbourne.  We 
have  received  a  copy  of  the  Austi'alian  fixture-card,  from 
-which  it  appears  that  the  season  is  now  in  full  swing. 
Store-prices. 

The  drug-department  is  given  rather  less  than  2-^  pages 
in  the  members'  circular  of  the  Civil  Service  Supply  Associa- 
tion, Ltd.,  for  January.  Of  these  one  page  is  devoted 
to  advertising  cod-liver  oil  emulsions  at  Bjr/.  jierG-oz.  bottle 
and  l.*-'.  4(/.  per  12-oz.  bottle.  Another  half-page  goes  in 
giving  prominence  to  ladies'  ornamental  hair.  The  recent 
additions  to  stock  are  : 

C.S.S.A.  brush-powder  and  sponge-powder,  3-^'/.  per  box  ; 
C.S.S.A.  foi'iualin  and  menthol  kizensje;-,  3<7.  per  tube;  laclo- 
bacillino  tablets,  3s.  per  box:  Lister's  fumigator,  lOd.  each; 
C.S.S.A.  mosquito  lotion.  lO^d.  per  bottle;  C.S.S.A.  eft", 
lithia,  citrate  tablets  in  bottles  (25),  Id.,  and  50  1.9.  ;  C.S.S.A. 
i>oilet-paraffin,  violet  perfumed,  4-oz.  bottle  10(7.,  plain  4-oz. 
4d.,  8  oz.  Id.,  16  oz.  Is. 

The  reduced  prices  given  for  hot-water  bottles  range 
from  3.-'.  9d.  for  7  inch  by  10  indi  to  7.--.  for  12  by  16. 
Insects  and  Disease. 

We  are  informed  that  it  is  tlie  intention  of  the  Colonial 
Office  to  despatch  to  the  Federated  IMalay  States  a  trained 
entomologist  for  the  purpose  of  studj'ing,  from  the  medical 
point  of  view  more  particularly,  the  intimate  connection 
tsetween  certain  insects  and  the  propagation  of  diseases 
of  both  men  and  animals  in  tropical  countries.  The  work 
■will  be  undertaken  under  the  immediate  auspices  of  the 
scientific  Committee  ■which  was  appointed  some  time  ago 
by  the  Earl  of  Crewe  when  Secretary  of  State  for  the 


Colonies,  under  the  Chairmanship  of  the  Earl  of  Cromer. 
The  Committee,  which  meets  quarterly  at  the  Colonial 
Office,  includes  in  its  personnel  Colonel  A.  Alcock,  CLE., 
F^.R.S.,  of  the  London  School  of  Tropical  Medicine;  Dr. 
Bagshawe,  Director  of  the  Sleeping-Sickness  Bureau  at 
Burlington  House;  Colonel  Sir  David  Bruce,  F.R.S. ;  Sir 
John  Macfadyean,  of  the  Royal  Veterinary  College ; 
Sir  Patrick  Manson,  Chief  Medical  Adviser  to  the  Colonial 
Office;  Mr.  R.  Newstead,  of  the  Liverpool  School  of 
Tropical  Medicine ;  the  Hon.  N.  C.  Rothschild  ;  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  D.  Prain,  F.R.S. ,  Director  of  the  Royal  Botanic 
Gardens  at  Kew;  and  Mr.  S.  Stockman,  Chief  Veterinary 
Adviser  to  the  Board  of  Agriculture,  It  is  proposed  to 
extend  the  investigations  now  being  made  by  Lord  Cromer's 
Committee,  which  were  originally  confined  to  tropical 
Africa,  to  the  self-governing  colonies,  including  Canada, 
Australia,  and  South  Africa 

r-ontracts. 

Wisbech  Guardians. — Mr.  M.  Hill,  chemist,  W'isbech, 
for  drug  and  antiseptic  applications. 

Rotlierham  Guardians. — Newton,  Chambers  &  Co..  Ltd., 
for  Izal  at  24/.,  and  disinfectants  at  69/.  5.s.  6d. 

Lewes  Guardians. — Mr.  J.  C.  Lloyd,  chemist,  Lewes,  for 
the  year's  supply  of  drugs  and  surgical  appliances. 

Leighton  Buzzard  Urban  District  Council. — ]Mr.  H. 
Samuel,  Ph.C,  appointed  chemist  for  three  months. 

Leicester  Town  Council. — T.  E.  Butler,  Son  &  Co., 
Leicester,  for  the  year's  supply  of  oils,  paints,  and  colours. 

Warwick  Guardians. — Mr.  C.  P.  Pratt,  chemist  and 
druggist.  Market  Place,  Warwick,  for  the  supply  of 
drugs  at  22/.  2s. 

Leicester  Guardians. — T.  E.  Butler,  Son  &  Co.,  Leicester, 
for  the  supply  of  medical  and  surgical  sundries,  disinfec- 
tants, soaps,  etc. 

Salford  Town  Council. — Burgoyne,  Burbidges  &  Co., 
for  medical,  surgical,  and  dispensary  requisites. 
110/.  13.?.  Id.;  Evans  Sons  Lescher  &  Webb,  Ltd.,  for 
drugs,  meat  extracts,  etc.,  372/.  19.«.  Id.;  Parke,  Davis  & 
Co.,  for  serums,  303/. — all  amounts  for  contracts  being 
proximate. 

Liverpool  Notes. 

On  New  Year's  Day  business  was  a  half-hearted  affair  in 
Liverpool.  The  chemists'  shops  in  the  city  were  almost 
all  opened  all  day,  while  their  suburban  brethren  treated 
it  as  a  Sunday,  mostly  opening  for  a  short  time  in  the 
evening. 

Sir  Edward  Evans  has  issued  a  circular  letter  to  the 
trade,  asking  pharmacists  to  allow  him  the  pleasure  of 
nominating  them  as  members  of  the  British  Phai'maceutical 
Conference  and  giving  them  all  a  hearty  invitation  to  meet 
him  at  Edinburgh. 

Those  Liverpool  chemists  who  made  special  Christmas 
window-displays  were  well  pleased  with  their  increased 
"returns."  Although  many  expected  very  little  business 
iiwing  to  the  late  strike,  they  were  very  agreeably  sur- 
prised. One  chemist  reports  an  increased  turnover  of 
40  per  cent,  upon  last  year's  Christmas  takings. 

At  present  extract  of  malt  and  malt  and  oil  are  being  cut 
to  de-ath  in  Liverpool.  In  some  districts  the  ^-Ib.  jars  have 
been  discarded,  and  the  1-lb.  and  2-lb.  jars  "cut,"  at 
9(/.  and  3rf.  respectively.  These  cost  7.s.  and  13s.  per 
dozen  locally.  Even  the  "largest  retail  cash  chemists  in 
the  world  "  get  l.s.  and  1.?.  8f/.  respectively  without  any 
trouble. 

Several  chemists  arc  putting  up  a  good  fight  at  the  forth- 
coming election  to  the  Council  of  the  Liverpool  Chemists' 
Association.  The  "ordinary,  common  or  garden,  hard- 
working middle-class  chemists  "  hope  to  have  soon  a  work- 
ing majority  on  the  Council,  in  preference  to  the  "  semi- 
professional  and  scientific  recluses "  who  have  so  long 
held  sway. 

Mr.  L.  Moreton  Parry,  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Liver- 
pool, Birkenhead,  and  District  Retail  Pharmacists'  Com- 
mittee, issued  a  report  on  December  24  reviewing  the 
work  accomplished.  The  Committee  held  six  meetings, 
and  two  deputations  visited  the  House  of  Commons.  It  is 
stated  that   "all  the   work  hitherto    done    is    but  a, 
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preliminary  skinnish  compared  to  the  battle  ahead,"  and 
it  is  suggested  that  the  Committee  might  work  together 
•with  the  local  branch  of  the  British  ^ledical  Association, 
which  covers  the  same  ground. 

Manchester  Notes. 

The  parcel-carrying  department  of  the  ^laiichester  Cor- 
poration Tramways,  which  is  useful  to  small  traders, 
made  a  profit  last  year  of  2,484Z. 

The  Salford  Corporation  officials  have  not  yet  succeeded 
in  finding  out  from  what  source  comes  the  oil  which  is 
running  to  waste  and  causing  much  trouble  at  the  sewage 
works. 

The  strike  of  cotton  operatives  in  North-East  Lancashire 
towns  is  playing  havoc  with  the  chemists'  trade  in  the 
district.  Over  150,000  employes  are  locked  out  just  when 
trade  was  beginning  to  boom  and  there  was  every  prospect 
of  good  times  ahead. 

Now  Christmas  is  over  "  sales  "  are  being  advertised  by 
the  large  City  stores  in  Manchester.  Paulden's  have  a 
window  full  of  bed-pans  marked  Ih^d.  each  to  clear.  Also 
3f/.  toilet-soaps  at  Ijrf.  each,  l.s.  per  doz.  Loofahs  are  also 
put  forward  as  great  bargains  at  l^d.  each.  Lewis's  are 
offering  various  well-known  patent  medicines  at  "  i-idi- 
culous  prices" — i.e.,  2.v.  9d.  size  for  Is.  11-^d.,  etc.,  which 
happens  to  be  their  usual  cut  price. 

It  is  proposed  to  inaugurate  the  movement  for  the  forma- 
tion of  an  Assistants'  Association  for  Manchester,  Salford, 
and  district  with  a  social  evening  in  the  form  of  a  smoking 
concert,  with  mrtsic  and  refreshments,  at  the  Clarion  Cafe, 
Market  Street,  ^Manchester,  on  January  17.  Assistants, 
apprentices,  and  all  others  interested  should  communicate 
witli  Mr.  James  Grier,  The  University,  Manchester,  who 
will  be  glad  to  receive  offers  of  help  and  suggestions  for 
the  progrannne. 

Prom  Various  Courts. 

At  the  inquiry  into  the  death  of  Henry  Thomas  Brown 
(47),  who  lost  his  life  in  connection  with  the  experimental 
use,  at  the  Chiswick  Soap  Works,  of  sodium  peroxide  for 
bleaching  soap,  a  witness  stated  that  deceased  became 
enveloped  in  a  sheet  of  flame  which  arose  from  a  drum 
containing  sodium  peroxide.  The  jury  found  that  the 
accident  was  due  to  water  having  got  into  the  drum  in 
which  the  oil  and  sodium  peroxide  were  mixed. 

At  the  North  London  Police  Court  on  January  2, 
Frederick  H,  Seddon  was  again  remanded  on  a  charge  of 
murdering  a  ]\Iiss  Barrow  by  administering  arsenic 
{€'.  <(•  /X."  December  23,  index  folio  930).  The  chief  wit- 
ness of  pharmaceutical  interest  was  Dr.  W.  H.  Wilcox,  of 
the  Home  Office,  who  deposed  that  in  all  he  formd  arsenic 
in  various  organs  of  Miss  Barrow's  body,  and  that  he 
estimated  the  total  amount  present  at  2.01  grains.  In  his 
opinion,  a  fatal  dose  had  been  taken  less  than  three  days 
before  death.  Mercury  was  also  found  in  the  body,  but 
only  in  sufficient  amount  consistent  Avith  proper  medical 
administration.  In  reply  to  Mr.  Humphreys  (appearing 
for  the  Director  of  Public  Prosecutions),  he  said  that  pre- 
parations containing  arsenic  in  poisonous  doses  can  be  quite 
easily  procured. 


IRISH  NEWS. 

When  sending:  newspapers  to  the  Editor  please  mark  the  items 
of  n;ws  to  which  yon  desire  to  call  his  attention. 


Breinties. 

Mr.  Hugh  Crail.  Ph.C.  Upper  Newtonards  Road,  Bel- 
fast, has  dedicated  a  piece  of  ground  on  that  thoroughfare 
to  the  public  for  street-widening  purposes. 

Owing  to  one  of  the  medical  officers  having  neglected  to 
send  for  analysis  on  two  occasions  samples  of  medicines 
received,  the  Local  Government  Board  has  struck  out  the 
sum  of  9/.  lox.  4f7.  from  the  claim  for  recoupment  put 
forward  by  Londonderry  Board  of  Guardians. 
_  As  a  contribution  to  the  controversy  regarding  the  rela- 
tive tolerance  of  the  two  religious  parties  in  Ireland,  ^h: 
James  Barry,  Ph.C,  gives  in  the  "  Freeman's  Journal  " 
his  experiences  in  regard  to  the  purchase  of  the  Bnrnaby 
Pharmacy.    Greystones.  co.  Wicklow.      He  bought  the 


business  from  a  Protestant,  and  states  that  .«o  many  wi-iv;- 
the  difficulties  he  encountered  because  he  is  a  konian 
Catholic  that  he  was  compelled  to  dispose  of  it  after  six 
months,  at  a  loss  of  120/. 


SCOTTISH  NEWS. 

When  sending:  newspapers  to  the  Editor  please  mark  tlie  it;:i 
of  news  to  whicii  you  desire  to  call  his  attention. 


Ccssio  Petition. 
The  affairs  of  A.  Wales  Berry,  chemist  and  drug- 
gist, 52  Victoria  J^treet,  Aberdeen,  came  bi'fore  .'^herilf 
Laing  in  Aberdeen  Sheriff  Court  on  December  50  on  a 
petition  for  cossio,  but  after  discussion  the  lieariiig  wa.s 
adjourned  for  a  fortnight  in  the  hope  that  cossio  might 
bo  avoided. 

Edinburgh. 

"  Squaremen "  form  a  Cor|)oration  in  Edijiburgh.  and 
although  Dr.  Lyon  Wilson  has  just  been  appointed  their 
surgeon,  and  Mr.  W.  S.  McNab,  chemist,  Gorebridge. 
their  dispenser,  the  Corporation  has  no  connection  v.ith 
Bloomsbury  Square,  London. 

There  is  a  chemist  who  always  gives  his  fir.st  custnuicr 
each  year  the  medicine  or  commodity  required  fref  of 
charge.  This  year,  however,  he  was  fain  to  alter  the  rule, 
as  the  first  reijuest  during  1912  happened  to  be  Jrom  a 
stranger  who  wished  change  for  a  sovereign  !  The  .s.-i  ond 
entrant  secured  the  stakes  when  a  demand  for  a  jjciiny 
headache-powder  was  duly  honoured. 

In  most  quarters  New  Year  business  appears  to  have  beew 
decidedly  better  than  has  l)een  the  case  for  some  lime. 
That  section  of  the  public  which  was  wont  to  purrliase- 
perfume  (ajid  has  been  decidedly  "  off"  for  a  few  year?) 
has  evidently,  judging  from  some  reports,  returned  to  its 
first  love.  Ginger-wine  essences  are  .said  to  have  sold  in 
record  quantities.  At  a  local  caniival  the  other  day  the 
writer,  from  his  point  of  view  in  the  gallery,  could  not 
help  wondering  if  the  Fates  had  sprinkled,  like  so  many 
currants,  representatives  of  the  drug-trade  among  the  less- 
favoured  revellers.  On  a  merry-go-round  were  seated  a 
pharmacist  and  his  assistant  side  by  side,  and  the  next 
horse  but  one  bore  a  gentleman  who  is  in  business  not  far 
from  suburbia.  In  full  ceremonial  canonicals,  s')  to  soeak, 
another  prominent  man  was  exchanging  seasonable  greetings 
with  hosts  of  passing  friends;  and  one  of  the  directors  of  a 
local  firm  had  a  youngster  hoisted  on  his  shoulder,  who  was 
apparently  picking  out  jsharmaceutical  notabilities  for  his 
sire's  enjoyment. 

Glasgow  and  the  West. 

The  demand  for  perfumes  is  much  less  at  this  season  than 
in  former  years. 

The  employes  of  Messrs.  Cockburn  &  Co..  Ltd.,  have 
just  given  16/.  to  local  charities. 

Mr.  C.  Cruickshank,  chemist  and  druggist,  Glasgow, 
has  left  the  city  to  fill  a  situation  with  Messrs.  Lewis 
&  Burrows. 

The  South  Side  seems  to  be  the  happy  hunting-groiuid  of 
chemists.  Another  pharmacy  is  being  opened  in  the 
vicinity  of  Queen's  Park. 

The  "  Wigtonsliire  Free  Press"'  contains  the  followintc 
biographical  note  of  the  late  Mr.  Richard  Ker.  chemist 
and  druggist,  Stranraer,  whose  death  we  notified  last  week 
(index  folio  947)  : 

Mr.  Ker  was  born  at  Howes  Farm,  near  Annan,  or» 
April  9.  1830.  Kept  at  .<chooI  for  a  lonjrer  )>oiioil  than  was 
prevalent  in  those  days,  lie  boeran  his  aiijirent icc.-hip  :n  a 
chemist's  shop  in  .Annan  in  1845.  His  apprenticeship  com- 
pleted, he  thereafter  proceeded  to  Manchester,  and  from 
tlience  to  London,  where,  in  a  very  larpe  e.stahliklniieiit,  he- 
acquired  that  intimate  knowledge  of  his  profession  tiiat 
stocd  him  in  crood  stead  durine:  a  lengthy  life.  From  Loniloii 
he  proceeded  to  t'astle-Douglas.  where  ho  can-ie<l  on  busi- 
ness on  his  own  account  for  a  few  years,  and  ultimately,  in 
1865,  having-  acquired  the  business  of  the  late  Mr.  Fleming, 
he  canio  and  settled  in  Stranraer. 

Claims  against  ^Ir.  R.  Ker's  estate  have  to  be  lodged  with 
Mr.  John  D.  Ker,  solicitor,  Stranraer.  Mr.  William  Ker  is 
continuing  the  business  as  Richard  Ker  &  Son. 
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FRENCH  NEWS. 

(From  the  "  C.  &  D."  Paris  Correspondent.) 

MiiE.  Curie  is  in  a  nursing-home  awaiting  an  operation 
for  appendicitis.  She  has  just  returned  from  Stoclvholm, 
ivhither  she  had  been  to  receive  the  Nobel  Prize. 

The  General  Association  of  French  Pharmacists  has 
abandoned  its  intention  of  prosecuting  the  Medical  Provi- 
dent Society  {La  Prevoyance  Medicale) ;  negotiations  be- 
tween M.  Vaudin,  President  of  the  Association,  and  Dr. 
Lntaud  having  terminated  in  an  amicable  agreement.  The 
"  Prevoyance  Medicale  "  promises  for  the  future  neitlier  to 
"stock,  manufacture,  expdoit,  sell,  cause  to  be  sold,  nor 
patronise"  any  pharmaceutical  goods. 

The  Olive  in  Africa. — Referring  to  the  North  African 
countries  bordering  the  Mediterranean  which  are  just  now 
60  conspicuously  "  in  the  public  eye,"  a  writer  in  the 
"Figaro"  points  out  that  the  explanation  of  their  im- 
portance in  days  gone  by  was  that  tliey  were  singularly 
favourable  to  olive  culture.  The  tree  was  sacred  to  Athena, 
and  under  the  Roman  Empire  fortunes  were  made  in  oil 
just  as  they  are  nowadays  in  soaps,  petroleum,  and  other 
modern  substitutes  for  olive  oil,  which  was  both  a  luxury 
and  a  necessity  to  the  ancients. 

The  Supply  of  Morphine. — M.  Fortunat,  a  pharma- 
cist's assistant,  was  put  upon  trial  last  week  and  was 
charged  with  having  supplied  morphine  to  a  doctor's  wife 
who  was  a  regular  customer  at  the  pharmacy.  She  died 
three  months  later,  and  M.  Fortunat  was  charged  witli 
"  homicide  by  imprudence  "  and  for  selling  poison  without 
a  doctor's  prescription.  The  Tenth  Chamber  of  the  Paris 
Police  Court  found  M.  Fortunat,  who  did  not  appear, 
guilty,  and  sentenced  him  to  two  years'  imprisonment  and 
a  fine  of  20?. 

Health-resorts. — In  connection  with  the  effort  to 
develop  French  health-resorts,  the  Inter-Parliamentary 
"Thermal  and  Climaterical  Resorts"  Group  met  at  the 
Chamber  of  Deputies  recently,  M.  Astier,  Senator  and 
ex-pharmacist,  occupying  the  chair.  Professors  Robin 
and  Fere  and  Dr.  Bardet  presented  the  resolutions  passed 
by  the  recent  Health-resort  Congress.  These  referred  to 
certain  modifications  desirable  in  the  existing  regulations 
whicli  control  the  establishment  of  a  "  curetax,"  the  crea- 
tion at  Paris  of  a  Chair  of  Hydrology  at  the  Faculty  of 
Medicine,  and  of  an  Institute  of  Hydrology.  The  group 
authorised  its  Bureau  (office-holders)  to  present  these  ideas 
to  the  administrative  anthorities,  and,  if  need  be,  a  draft 
Bill. 

Pharmacy  Pots. — ^NI.  Fialon,  pharmacist,  has  pre- 
sented further  specimens  from  his  remarkable  collettion 
of  pharmaceuti<\il  pottery  to  the  Paris  School  of  Phar- 
macy. Some  of  these  of  unusual  shape,  chevi'ettes  or 
syrup-jars,  and  a  set  of  water-bottles,  I  noticed  on  the 
top  shelves  of  Dr.  Dorveaux's  study,  and  two  or  three 
inscriptions  were  out-of-the-way — e.g..  "  Hydromel 
d'Hippocrate,"  "  Oxymellite  d'Edimbourg."  and 
"  Acetmn  4  Voleurs."  The  last  recalls  the  fact  that 
during  the  great  plague  at  jMarseilles  in  the  eighteenth 
t-entury  four  notorious  thieves  engaged  in  disposing  of 
plague  victims  enjoyed  such  exceptional  health  that 
inquiry  was  made.  They  ascribed  their  immunity  to  the 
iise  of  a  disinfectant  vinegar,  which  in  consequence 
become  popular  under  the  name  of  "  four  thieves' 
vinegar." 


COLONIAL  AND _FOREIGN  NEWS. 

Specialities  in  Switzerland. — The  Speciality  Com- 
mittee of  the  Swiss  Pharmaceutical  Society  is  publishing 
a  supplementary  list  of  galenical  prepai-ations  to  be  pre- 
pared and  stocked  in  Swiss  pharmacies.  The  list  gives 
particulars  of  the  component  parts  and  the  price  and 
style  of  the  jsreparations.  The  committee  will  supply  the 
formute  for  these  preparations  free  to  all  Swiss  phanna- 
cists.  The  measure  is  intended  to  combat  the  evils 
attendant  on  the  prescribing  of  specialities  in  Switzerland. 
The  committee  has  also  drawn  up  a.  number  of  formulaa 
for  specialities  for  counter-sale,  which  are  only  to  be  dis- 
pensed under  a  trade-mark  name. 


Camphor  Cultivation  in  Geril^n  East  Africa. — In  the 
C.  ct-  D.  of  May  25,  1907  (p.  798),  an  account  was  given  of 
the  results  of  examination  of  camphor  oil  produced  by  the 
Biologisch-Landwirtschaftliche  Instituts  at  Amani,  and 
more  recently  the  results  of  distillation  trials  carried  out 
at  the  same  centre  have  been  referred  to.  These  experi- 
ments have  been  continued,  and  in  a  recent  issue  of  "  Der 
Pflanzer  "  the  results  of  investigation  of  crude  and  steam- 
distilled  camphors  as  well  as  of  camphor  oil  produced  at 
Amani  are  given.  A  firm  of  German  drug-importers,  to 
whom  the  samples  were  submitted,  reported  that  the  crude 
camphor  was  rather  impure,  but  if  more  carefully  prepared 
it  would  fetch  about  the  same  price  as  crude  Japanese 
camphor.  It  was  regarded  as  being  suitable  for  the  manu- 
facture of  celluloid.  The  steam-distilled  camphor  con- 
tained 15.7  per  cent,  of  impurities,  chiefly  water,  and  it 
is  stated  that  it  would  probably  be  more  profitable  to  ex- 
port the  crude  material  than  to  re-distil  it  locally.  The 
camphor  oil  contained  48  per  cent,  of  camphor,  and  was 
valued  at  120m.  per  100  kilos.,  with  light  Japanese  camphor 
oil  at  70m.  per  100  kilos. 

Poisoning-case. — A  rather  complicated  case  of  poison- 
ing has  been  before  the  public  in  Belgium  for  some  months. 
A  jsharmacist  received  a  prescription  from  a  cu.stomer  at 
Roclange  for  digitalin  and  sparteine  sulphate  pills,  and 
after  the  patient  had  taken  a  pill  h©  exhibited  signs  of 
poisoning  by  atropine.  The  doctor  who  was  called  took 
one  of  the  pills  and  was  also  seized  with  the  same  symp- 
toms. The  pharniaci.st  on  being  informed  that  the 
symptoms  pointed  to  the  substitution  of  ati'opine  for 
sparteine,  called  his  assistant,  who  said  that  the  mistake 
must  have  been  his.  because  the  bottles  containing  the 
two  alkaloids  were  similar  and  side  by  side  in  the  poison- 
cupboard.  Some  time  afterwards  the  authorities  ordered 
il.  Duliere,  a  pharmacy  inspector,  to  seize  the  drugs  in 
cpiestion,  and  M.  Duliere  in  testing  the  sparteine  found  it 
re.sjjond  to  the  test  for  atropine,  and  concluded  that  the 
alkaloid  was  a  mixture.  The  pharmacist  on  hearing  this, 
recollected  that  he  had  just  befoi'e  dispen.sed  some  "spar- 
teine "  from  the  bottle,  and  by  means  of  the  telephone 
and  a  motor-car  was  able  to  stop  the  patient  from  taking 
his  dose  of  medicine  ;  but  his  sister,  who  seems  to  have 
taken  a  dose  just  before  to  encourage  him,  was  soon  very 
ill.  It  was  now  apparent  that  these  symptoms  of  atropine- 
poisoning,  which  had  also  been  exhibited  during  two 
months  by  other  customers  as  well,  were  due  to  the  supply 
by  the  wholesale  druggist  of  atropine  in  place  of  spar- 
teine. One  customer  died,  but  the  po.-it-vwrtcm  under- 
taken when  the  discovery  of  the  changed  drug  was  made 
did  not  reveal  the  presence  of  atropine  owing  to  the  time 
that  had  elapsed.  A  further  examination  of  the  "spar- 
teine "  showed  it  to  be  pure  atropine.  The  pharmacist 
now  turned  to  the  wholesale  druggist  who  supplied  him 
with  the  alkaloid,  and  the  authorities  took  up  the  matter 
in  the  courts.  The  wholesale  druggist  was  able  to  show 
that  sparteine  sent  out  to  other  pharmacists  at  about  the 
same  date  was  correct,  but  the  statistics  regarding  his 
sales  of  atropine  were  not  so  conclusive,  about  100  grams 
being  unaccounted  for.  The  evidence  against  the  druggist 
was,  however,  insufficient,  and  he  was  acquitted. 


INDIA  AND  THE  EAST. 

(From  the  "  C.  &  D."  Correspondents.) 

]\Ir,  L.  S.  MacPhail  (Aerators,  Ltd.)  reached  Colombo 
on  December  14  from  Burma. 

Medical  Aid  for  China. — The  "Oriental  Druggist" 
states  that  the  Japanese  Red  Cross  Society  despatched 
a  party  of  twenty-nine  doctors,  pharmacists,  and  nurses 
to  Hankow  on  November  12.  They  carried  with  them  all 
necessaries  for  their  operations ;  they  are  to  treat  all 
sufferers  without  distinction  of  nationality. 

Anti-opium  Conference  in  F.M.S. — The  fifth  annual 
Anti-opium  Conference  was  held  at  Seremban,  F.M.S. . 
from  November  25  to  27,  Mr.  Khoo  Wai  Nam  presiding. 
He  referred  to  the  success  of  the  campaign  in  China  for 
poppy  reduction,  w'hich  had  astonished  the  world.  He  wel- 
comed the  api^eement  arrived  at  since  last  meeting  where- 
by imports  of  Indian  opium  cease  when  poppy  cultivation 
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■eeased.  Dr.  R.  Connolly  appealed  to  the  F.M.S.  and 
Straits  Governments  to  abolish  the  opium  monopoly.  It 
•was  decided  to  hold  next  years  Conference  in  Malacca. 

Poisoning  by  Opium  in  China. — We  note  from  the 
annual  report  of  one  of  the  leading  missionary  hospitals 
Hot  Chinese  in  Shanghai  that  no  fewer  than  446  cases  of  at- 
tempted suicide  by  taking  raw  opium  were  treated  in 
■one  year.  It  is  quite  a  common  thing  for  the  Chinese 
to  commit  suicide  when  in  great  financial  difficulties.  Our 
Shanghai  correspondent  telle  us  of  a  case  where  a  man 
took  some  opium  in  fruit,  after  a  quarrel  with  his  foster- 
mother,  who  had  slapped  his  face  in  the  street.  His 
intentions  were  that  his  spirit  should  haunt  her  for  the 
rest  of  her  life.  Fortunately,  he  was  quickly  introduced 
ito  a  mission-hospital  surgeon,  who  successfully  brought 
the  stomach-pump  into  play. 

Peksonal. — Mr.  Arthur  Hanson,  one  of  Messrs. 
Jiurroughs  Wellcome  &  Co.'s  staff  at  Shanghai, 
uTecently  distinguished  himself  in  a  plucky  manner. 
'It  appears  that  a  large  party  of  missionaries  and 
■other  Europeans  were  coming  down  the  Upper 
Yangtsze  in  a  number  of  native  boats,  when  it  was 
■observed  that  one  of  the  boats,  which  contained  a  lady 
and  several  children,  had  become  disabled  through  the 
■rudder  having  been  carried  away  in  a  colli.sion.  The  boat 
became  unmanageable  in  the  powerful  current,  and  none 
■of  the  other  craft  dared  to  approach  fearing  a  similar 
disaster  to  themselves.  Mr.  Hanson,  however,  very 
'filuckily  dived  in  with  a  tow-line,  and  with  the  aid  of  a 
number  of  coolies  brought  the  boat  under  control. 


CANADIAN  NEWS. 

(From  the  "C.  &  D."  Correspondent.) 


Sale  of  Cocaine. — Dr.  Dufresne  and  Dr.  Campeau,  who 
carry  on  drug  businesses  in  Montreal,  were  last  month  sen- 
■tenced  to  fine  and  imprisonment  for  selling  cocaine  other- 
wise than  as  prescribed  by  law.  Both  defendants  appealed, 
.and  were  liberated  on  bail. — The  Montreal  City  Council 
have  discussed  a  resolution  requesting  the  Federal  Grovern- 
Tnent  to  prohibit  absolutely  the  importation  of  cocaine.  The 
/matter  was,  however,  postponed  after  some  remarks  by- 
Alderman  Gauvin,  wlio,  as  a  druggist,  stated  that  tlie 
provincial  law  is  working  satisfactorily. 
Black  Antimony. — Bulletin  225  of  the  Laboratory  of 

■■the  Inland  Revenue  Department.  Ottawa,  deals  with 
■Iblack  antimony.  Mr.  A.  McGill,  the  chief  analyst, 
reports  that  seventy-seven  samples  were  collected.  Of 
these    twenty-one    contained    no    antimony,    nine  con- 

■sisted  of  very  impure  sulphide  of  antimony,  eight  impure 
sulphide  of  antimony,  and  thirty-nine  were  sulphide  of 
antimony.  The  chief  analyst  states  that  black  antimony 
is  not  defined  by  the  British  Pharmacopoeia :  but  the 
purified  sulphide  is  defined  as  antimonium  nigrum  puri- 
ficatum.     This  is    the    crude    sulphide    separated  from 

■siliceous  material  and  from  arsenical  compounds.  Black 

.  antimony  has  not  been  official  in  the  United  States  Phar- 
macopoeia since  1890.  In  the  seventh  decennial  revision 
•of  the  U.S. P.  it  is  thu.s  described  :  "  Native  Antimony 
Sulphide,  purified  by  fusion,  and  as  free  from  arsenic  as 
possible."  Under  the  designated  tests  it  is  required  to 
dissolve  in  hydrochloric  acid,  without  leaving  more  than 
one  (1)  per  cent,  of  residue.  The  United  States  "  National 
Dispensatory "  describes  it  as  dissolving  in  ten  parts  of 
hydrochloric  acid,  without  leaving  more  than  1  per  cent. 

■  of  residue.  Finlay  Dun  ("Veterinary  Medicines")  is  also 
quoted,    and   the  report   says    it   is  apparent  that  no 

■exact  standard  of  purity  exists  for  this  article.  It  is, 
however,  quite  certain  that  it  should  be  essentially  the 
sulphide  of  antimony,  known  as  stibnite  ;  and  there  can 
be  no  hesitation  in  describing  the  samples  examined  as 
adulterated  when  they  contain  no  antimony  whatever. 
Where  foreign  matter  to  the  extent  of  nearly  50  per 
<;ent.  is  present,  these  are  declared  to  be  veri/  impure  ; 
and  where  more  than  5  per  cent,  of  matters  insoluble  in 
hydrochloric  acid  is  found,  as  impure.  It  is  quite  evident, 
reports  Mr.  INIcGill,  that  many  of  the  adulterated 
samples,  consisting  as -they  do  of  metallic  iron,  silica, 

:and  carbon  (graphite),  have  had  an  origin  such  as  to 


lireclude  the  possiliility  of  any  honestly  mi.staken  intent; 
and  are  entirely  and  knowingly  frauds,  not  necessarily 
known  as  such  to  the  immediate  vendor,  but  certainly 
known  to  the  original  producer. 


AUSTRALASIAN  NEWS. 

'The  Chemist  and  Drugg-ist"  is  regularly  supplied  by  order  to 
all  the  members  of  nine  Societies  of  Chemists  in  Australia 
and  New  Zealand,  and  to  many  other  Chemists  in  business 
there. 


New  South  Wales. 

Pharmacy  ]'>oaiu).  —At  the  meeting  on  November  14  there 
were  included  among  the  chemists  registered  Mr.  Owen 
Stanley  Williams  (G.B.  Minor  certificate  15,594)  and  !Mr. 
James  Cormack.  A  special  meeting  was  held  on  Decem- 
ber 5  for  the  purpose  of  considering  applications  for  regis- 
tration from  those  persons  who  neglected  to  become 
registered  under  the  1897  Act,  although  entitled  to. 

Pharmaceutical  Society. — At  the  meeting  on  Novem- 
ber 14  it  was  reported  that  there  had  been  received  1,300 
copies  of  the  "Australian  Pharmaceutical  Formulary"  at 
a  charge  of  6fZ.  per  copy  for  1,000  and  Zd.  a  copy  for  the 
remainder.  The  wholesale  houses  are  to  be  charged  8.<. 
per  dozen.  Each  member  of  the  Society  receives  a  free 
copy.  The  question  of  establishing  a  College  of  Pharmacy 
was  brought  up  by  Mr.  Loney.  It  was  felt  that  something 
could  be  done  in  conjunction  with  the  University  now  that 
the  Society  has  power  to  extend  the  scope  of  the  Pre- 
liminary examination. 

New  Zealand. 

Wami'Ole's  Extract. — An  order  has  been  issued  pro- 
hibiting the  importation  into  the  Cook  Islands  of  Wampole's 
extract  of  cod-liver  oil,  except  under  certain  conditions. 
The  reason  given  is  that  the  proprietary  contains  17  p-r 
cent,  of  alcohol,  and  in  consequence  is  likely  to  be  used  as 
an  intoxicating  drink. 

Queensland. 

Health  Bill.— During  the  discussion  in  the  Legislative 
Assembly  of  the  Legislative  Council's  amendments  to  the 
Health  Act  Amendment  Bill  it  was  pointed  out  that  a 
clause  which  prohibits  the  colouring,  mixing,  coating,  etc., 
of  substance  so  as  to  conceal  its  "true  character  and 
quality"  seems  to  prohibit  the  coating  of  pills.  The 
ameu'dment  was  adopted,  the  question  raised  being  left 
unsettled.  Another  clause  prohibits  the  manufacture,  sale, 
or  supply  of  "  any  tubed  nursing-bottle  for  infants'  food." 

Pharmacy  Bill.— During  the  Committee  stage  of  the 
Medical  and  Other  Practitioners  Bill  a  clause  was  inserted 
providing  for  the  registration  of  homoeopathic  chemists 
who  have  been  for  five  years  carrying  on  business  in  Queens- 
land  and  giving  power  to  the  Minister  to  admit  any  person 
to  the  register^vho  has  been  trained  ;uid  possesses  the 
qualification  of  pharmaceutical  chemist  but  who  for  some 
reason  failed  to  secure  registration.  The  privilege  which 
friendly  societies  have  of  selling  and  dispensing  medicines 
is  to  be  limited  to  those  dispensaries  registered  before 
September  1,  1911.  Shopkeepers  are  to  be  allowed  to  sell 
patent  or  proprietarv  or  packed  drugs  without  being  deemed 
to  be  carrving  on  the  business  of  a  i)harmaceutical  chemist. 
The  dental  section  of  the  Bill  provides  that  a  dentist  mav 
only  practise  dentistrv  in  his  own  name,  and  the  Dental 
Board  is  to  consist  solely  of  dentists,  without  medical 
representatives,  as  had  been  proposed  originally,  ihe 
Opticians'  Board  is  in  like  manner  to  consist  of  opticians 
only.  The  Bill  was  read  a  third  time  on  November  15 
and  sent  to  the  Legislative  Assembly. 
Western  Australia. 

The  Veterinary  Bill  passed  its  second  reading  in  the 
Leo-islative  Council  on  November  22.  The  Government  is 
to  Ippoint  a  board  of  five  members  for  the  registration  of 
persons  possessing  the  diploma  of  the  Royal  Veterinary 
College  of  Great  Britain  or  sucii  other  institutions  as 
mav  be  recognised  by  the  board.  Any  person  who  up  to 
:Mav  1,  1911.  has  ]5ractised  for  seven  years  in  \Vestem 
Australia  as  a  veterinary  surgeon  is  to  be  entitled  to  regis- 
tration on  passing  an  examination  in  stock  diseases. 
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SOUTH  AFRICAN  NEWS. 

(From  "  C.  &  D."  Correspondents.) 
'  The  Chemist  and  Druergrist "  is  regularly  supplied  by  order 
to  all  the  members  of  the  seven  Societies  and  Associations  of 
Chemists  in  British  South  Africa,  as  well  as  to  other  chemists 
in  business  there. 


Cape  Province. 

Personal. — Mr.  J.  Scott,  chief  accountant  to  Messrs. 
Lennon,  Ltd.,  has  accepted  an  important  position  with 
Messrs.  Petersen,  Ltd.,  of  Cape  Town.  He  is  well  known 
and  highly  respected  in  the  drng-trade,  and  the  best  wishes 
of  his  friends  accompany  him  in  his  new  sphere. 

Window-displays. — Mr.  James  Moore,  of  Cap©  Town, 
made  an  attractive  window-display  of  the  Colgate  Co.'s 
products  during  the  Christmas  month.  Keen  interest  is 
shown  in  the  patent  tins  of  shaving-powder,  as  it  is  a 
comparatively  new  line  on  the  South  African  market. 

Orange  Free  State. 

During  an  outing  of  a  party  of  Bloemfontein  gentlemen 
at  Glen,  one  of  the  party,  a  Mr.  Bruce,  was  suddenly  ren- 
dered helpless  while  swimming  in  the  middle  of  the  river 
owing  to  his  left  leg  becoming  twisted.  Another  member 
of  the  party,  Mr.  J.  A.  Dinwoodie,  chemist  and  druggist, 
went  to  his  assistance  and  managed,  after  much  trouble 
and  at  the  expense  of  a  badly-sprained  wrist,  to  get  the 
drowning  man  ashore.  Mr.  Dinwoodie  is  attached  to  the 
C.8.A.  Kailway  Medical  Staff  at  Bloemfontein.  He  was 
well  known  for  some  years  in  (ilasgow,  being  for  a  time 
with  Messrs.  Weir  at  Bridgeton  Cross,  and  latterly  in 
business  on  his  own  account  in  Duke  Street  He  went  out 
to  South  Africa  during  the  war,  in  failing  health,  but  the 
country  has  set  him  up  wonderfully. 

O.F.S.  Medical  and  Pharmacy  Council. — The  usual 
anonthly  meeting  was  held  on  December  8  at  Bloemfontein, 
when  the  following  were  present  :  Mr.  A.  D.  Ward 
(President)  in  the  chair.  Drs.  S.  M.  de  Kock,  V.,  Manning, 
H.  Tomory,  and  G.  Usmar,  Messrs.  S.  S.  Hewitt,  E. 
Whiteside,  A.  Fowlie,  and  the  Registrar,  Mr.i  R.  C. 
Stieeten.  A  lengthy  discussion  arose  out  of  a  letter 
received  from  the  Cape  Medical  Council  forwarding  a 
resolution,  in  which  they  requested  the  Government  to 
publish  the  proposed  Medical  and  Pharmacy  Bill  with  a 
view  to  enabling  representations  to  be  made  by  the  nro- 
fessions  concerned  before  the  gazetting  of  the  Bill. 
Though  the  action  of  the  Cape  Council  was  considered 
to  have  been  inexpedient  as  the  interests  of  the  profes- 
sions in  regard  to  the  resolutions  passed  at  the  conference 
held  last  year  had  been  left  in  the  hands  of  the  delegates 
from  the  Transvaal  Medical  Council,  it  was  felt  that 
silence  might  be  misconstrued  by  the  Government,  and  it 
was  therefore  finally  resolved  that  the  Transvaal  Medical 
Council  be  requested  to  represent  to  the  Government  the 
advisability  of  communicating  to  the  Medical  Councils 
the  details  of  the  proposed  Medical  and  Pharmacy  Bill 
with  a  view  to  an  opportunity  being  afforded  to  the  pro- 
fessions concerned  of  making  to  the  Minister  before  the 
Bill  is  gazetted  such  representations  thereon  as  may  be 
deemed  necessary.  A  letter  from  the  Cape  Pharmacy 
Beard  which  was  reid  to  the  meeting  contained  a  pro- 
posal that  regulations  should  be  promulgated  respecting 
the  sale  of  poisonous  articles  throughout  the  Union  simi- 
Lar  to  those  recently  enforced  in  Great  Britain.  The 
proposed  regulations  are  as  follows  : 

Sulphuric  acid,  nitric  acid,  ihydrochloric  acid,  soJubln 
salts  of  oxalic  acid,  Jiquid  ammonia  containing  more  than 
5  per  cent,  by  weight  of  free  ammonia. 

(1)  It  is  veuuired  that  each  of  theise  substances  when  sold 
by  retail  sliall  bo  distinctly  labelled  with  (n)  the  name  of 
the  substance,  {b)  the  word  "Poisonous,"  (c)  the  name  and 
address  of  the  seller. 

(2)  The  label  shall  bear  distinctly  printed  thereon  the 
additional  words  "  Not  to  be  taken." 

(3)  Any  liquid  s^iKstance  to  which  these  re<3Cu]ations  apnly 
shall  not  be  delivered  or  sent  out  except  in  bottles  or  other 
containers  rendered  distinguishable  by  touch  from  ordinary 
bottles  or  containers. 

(4)  The  regulations  must  be  observed  bv  all  who  retail  the 
substances  named,  whether  chemists,  licensed  dealers  in 
poisons  or  not. 


The  President  pointed  out  that  the  O.F.S.  already  had  ai 
poisons  law,  and  in  view  of  that  he  did  not  understand, 
what  was  aimed  at.  It  wa.s  resolved  to  postpone  con- 
sideration of  the  matter  till  the  next  meeting  of  the- 
Council  to  afford  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  an  oppor- 
tunity of  discussing  the  question. 

Tire  following  have  been  nominated  as  candidates  for- 
election  to  the  vacancy  on  the  Medical  and  Phar- 
macy Council,  O.F.S.,  caused  by  the  resignation  of  Mr.- 
W.  'B.  Jeffreys  :  Francis  Carter,  Ph.C.  (Gt.  Brit.  1879,  : 
Joseph  Friedman,  chemist  and  druggist  (O.R.C.  1909)  ;: 
William  Smalley  Westlake,  chemist  and  druggist  (Gt.. 
Brit.  1900).    The  election  is  fixed  for  January  31,1912. 

Transvaal. 

Personal. — Mr.  J.  Hull,  representative  of  Messrs.. 
Parke,  Davis  &  Co.,  has  just  returned  to  Johannesburg 
from  an  extensive  tour  in  Rhodesia. 

Business  Changes. — A  new  pharmacy,  very  elaborately 
fitted  in  oak  and  which  reflects  great  credit  on  the  pro- 
prietor, has  recently  been  opened  by  Mr.  A.  W.  Ash- 
kanazy,  chemist  and  druggist,  in  Eloff  Street,  Johannes- 
burg. 

Mr.  W.  Easteebrook,  who  has  recently  been  appointed' 
President  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  the  Transvaal., 
is  a  native  of  Durban,  Natal, 
where  he  was  born  in  1870. 
He  was  educated  at  the  High 
School,  Durban,  and  appren- 
ticed to  Messrs.  Reed  & 
Champion  there,  but  the  last 
two  years  of  his  apprenticeship 
were  spent  at  Barberton,  De 
Kaap,  Transvaal,  where 
Messrs.  Reed  &  Champion  had 
opened  a  business  at  the  time 
Barberton  was  booming  as  a 
gnld-field.  Returning  to  Dur- 
ban in  1891  Mr.  Easterbrook 
obtained  an  appointment  with 
jMessrs.  Stranack  &  Williams, 
and  in  due  course  passed  his 

qualifying  examination  and  was  registered  in  Natal,  Trans-- 
vaal,  and  O.R.  Colony.  He  remained  with  Messrs.. 
Stranack  &  Williams  until  1903,  when  he  w^ent  to  Johan- 
nesburg and  started  business  on  his  own  account  at  the- 
corner  of  Corrie  Street  ajid  Op  de  Bergen,  Fairview. 


British  Trade  with  South  Africa. 

H.M.   Trade  Commissioner  fob  South  Akrtca  (Mr.  B.- 
Sothern  Holland)  reports  that,  according  to  otficial  returns,. 
the  total  value  of  general  merchandise  and  Government 
stores  imported  into  South  Africa  during  the  first  ten  months- 
of  1911  was  31,774,000^. ;  while  th©  exports  of  South  African 
produce  during  the  same  period  were  valued  at  47,116,000?. 
The   figures   for   the   corresponding  period   of   1910  were- 
30,927,000?.  and  44,821,000?.  respectively,  the  total  trade  in. 
1911  thus  showing  an  increase  of  a  little  over  4  per  cent. 
The    imports  of    "general   merchandise"    increased  from 
28,688,000?.  in  the  first  ten  months  of  1910  to  30,169,000?.  in; 
the  first  ten  months  of  1911,  and  the  share  of  the  United '■ 
Kingdom   in   these  imports  increased  frcrm   16,948.000?.  to- 
17,492,000?.    Proportionately,  however,  the  United  Kingdoni 
share  dropped  slightly — from  59  to  58  per  cent.    The  trade- 
with  the  tjnited  Kingdom  is  believed  to  have  been  adversely 
affected  to  some  extent  by  the  recent  industrial  disturbances, 
in  this  country,  as  not  only  was  the  execution  of  orders  - 
delayed,  but  orders  were  in  some  instances  said  to  have 
been  placed  elsewhere,  owing  to  the  uncertain  conditions 
which  Drevailed  here.    South  Africa  continues  to  oft'er  an 
expanding  market  for  British  manufacturers;  the  increase- 
in  the  imports  is  spread  over  a  very  large  number  of  articles: 
the  majority  are  the  result  of  the  generally  enhanced  pur- 
chasing povver  of  the  country  and  the  development  of  agri- 
cultural and  allied  pursuits.    Notable  increases  were  showiT 
in  drugs,  chemicals,  oils,  and  the  like.    Mr.  Sothern  Holland' 
remarks  that  during  a  recent  tour  he  was  greatly  impressed' 
by  the  rapid  progress  of  agriculture,  improvement  in  thc- 
.tiiethods  adopted  by  the  farmers,  and  the  manner  in  which 
private  enterprise  in  this  respect  is  being  encouraged  by 
the  Union  Government.      The  consequent  growth  of  the-, 
various  markets  deserves  the  carcf-al  attention  of  Britisl:-? 
maiuif  act-„irors. 


Mb.  Easteebeooe. 
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OUR  AMERICAN  LETTER. 

(Special  Correspondence  to  the  "  C.  &  D.") 


Cbaln-stores.  —  The  chain-store  or  company-pliarmacy 
imovenient  registers  an  advance  every  few  months.  Down  in 
ithe  relatively  small  city  of  Atlanta,  Georgia,  for  instance, 
ithe  group  of  stores  bearing  the  name  of  Joseph  Jacobs  has 
recently  increased  from  seven  to  ten  in  numljcr.  A  coni- 
jpcting  group  of  three  was  absorbed  bodily,  and  the  work  of 
-assimilation  is  now  in  progress. 

Drug  Clubs.— During  the  last  ten  years  nearly  every 
<;ity  of  prominence  in  the  United  States  has  organised  a 
■drug  club,  where  th«  members  of  the  pharm-accutical  craft 
K-an  meet  socially  and  enjoy  the  ordinary  features  of  club 
Jife.  Han-dsome  club  houses  have  in  this  way  been  establisho<i 
in  New  York,  Philadelphia,  and  Chicago.  Now  the  city  of 
St.  Paul,  Minnesota,  has  organised  a  drug  club,  which  nearly 
.-J,  hundred  druggists  have  joined. 

Samples  Distribution.  —  The  chemists  of  Cincinnati 
Jiave  attracted  attention  by  their  recent  decision  to  refuse 
the  distribution  of  samples  of  a  soothing  syrup  for  the 
jnanufacturers  of  the  product.  A  State  law  prohibits  the 
.distribution  of  these  samples  from  door  to  door,  and  this 
has  induced  manufacturers  to  solicit  the  oo-opcration  of  the 
.druggists.  The  Cincinnati  druggists,  however,  hold  views 
regarding  tho  wholesomeness  of  soothing  syrup,  and  they 
have  agreed  to  have  nothing  to  do  with  them. 

A.Ph.A.— Mr.  James  H.  Beal,  who  was  practically  made 
gener.'il  manager  of  the  American  Pharmaceutical  Associa- 
.tion  at  the  last  me-eting  in  Boston,  has  outlined  a  large 
iinovement  for  the  development  of  the  local  branches  of  tiie 
•organisation.  He  thinks  these  will  become  the  chief  feeders 
■of  the  A. Ph. A.  in  point  both  of  membership  and  interest. 
He  propo.ses  to  have  the  local  branch  in  each  town  made  the 
parent  of  the  other  local  Associations,  with  the  latter  as 
■sections  or  divisions.  This  will  be  justified,  because  the 
A. Ph. A.  represents  all  branches  of  the  trade  and  is  the 
-tent  under  which  they  may  all  gather. 

Insecticides.— The  Department  of  Agriculture  has  issued 
further  leallets  giving  decisions  regarding  the  Insecticide 
Act,  1910  (see  C.  .t  D.,  September  30,  1911,  index  folio  511). 
It  :s  pointed  out  that  the.se  decisions  and  opinions  only 

•  expres.s  the  attitude  of  the  Department  in  relation  to  the 
interpretation  of  the  law  and  the  rules  and  regulations,  and 

ifhey  are  published  for  the  information  of  officials  and  manu- 
facturers and  dealers  in  an  advisory  rather  than  a  mandatory 
spirit.    The   Department   will    not  undertake  to  approve 

llabels  submitted  to  its  officers,   but  points  respecting  the 

•-general  character  of  labels  will  be  published  from  time  to 

-time. 

Dr.  H.  H.  Rusby.  — There  has  recently  been  an  echo  of 
•the  charges  brought  against  Dr.  H.  W.  Wiley  and  Dr.  H.  II. 

Rusby.  It  will  be  recalled  that  President  Taft  settled  the 
tl'ormer  situation  by  vindicating  both  men.    Now,  howe-.'er, 

a  letter  repeating  the  old  charges  lagainst  Dr.  Rusby,  and 
■written  by  an  obscure  chemist  in  Staten  Island,  New  York, 

has   been  given   wide  publicity.    It   is   thought    that  tlie 

•  enemies  of  Dr.  Wiley  and  Dr.  Rusby  stand  behind  the  writer 
•of  this  letter.    The  chemist  in  question  is  Alvin  H.  Wartii, 

ami  Dr.  Rusby  has  brought  a  suit  against  him  for  criminal 
'libel.    Mr.   Warth  denies  having  written  the  letter,  and 

Secretary  of  Agriculture  Wilson,  to  whom  it  was  alleged  to 
"be  addressed,  may  be  called  into  court  to  prove  the  receipt 
•of  the  communication. 

Opium  Supply.— A  sensation  has  developed  in  San  Fran- 
■cisco.  California,  with  respect  to  the  anti-narcotic  traffic. 
'The  large  number  of  opium-smoking  Chinese  on  the  Pacific 
■ccast  makes  the  opium-supply   question  very  difficult  to 

handle.  The  Board  of  Pharmacj',  charged  with  the  diitv 
■of  enforcing  the  anti-narcotic  law  of  the  State,  has  begun 

a.  vigorous  campaign  of  prosecution,  and  it  is  now  claimed 
•rhat  the  Board  has  arrested  the  leader  of  the  opium-ring. 
'This  man  is  nominally  a  druggi.st,  and  bought  narcotics 

in  immense  quantities  from  the  Eastern  States  :  in  fact,  ,so 
'large  were  his  orders  that  he  is  said  to  have  gone  for  some 
■of  his  supplies  to  London.    When  the  drugs  were  received 

in  San  Fi-aneisco  thev  were  sometimes  shipped  to  Reno, 
The  famous  divorce  colony  in  Nevada,  and  from  there  sent 

back  across  the  border  to  consumers  in  San  Francisco.  In 
"this  way  the  transaction  became  interstate   in  character. 

and  could  therefore  not  be  reached  by  the  State  laws  of 
"dither  California  or  Nevada. 


A  Lay  View. — "The  Star"  of  December  23  had  an 
•amusing  eketcTi  he^aded  "  He  Laughs  Best."  It  pictured 
■■  a  chemist  surveying  his  empty  shop  on  Xmas  eve,"  to 
which  the  woivis  were  added,  "  No  (matter.  Boxing  Day 
iviU  Gome." 


BANKRUPTCY  REPORTS. 


Be  Tbomas  Holme  Veomans,  24-26  Pcartreo  Street, 
Goswell  Road,  E.C.,  J'uieiit-moilic'ino  Manufacturer. — Tho 
first  meeting  of  creditors  under  this  failure  was  held  at  tho 
London  Bankruptcy  Court,  before  Mr.  Walter  Boyle,  Official 
Receiver,  on  January  2.  The  debtor,  formerly  a  traveller  in 
the  biscuit-trade,  had  recently  placed  on  tho  market  "Ukala," 
a  cure  for  a.sthma.  lie  borrowed  150/.  from  a  friend  in 
connection  with  the  venture,  but  did  no  good  with  it.  Then 
in  September  1911  the  debtor  conunenccd  the  manufacture 
of  a  cocoa-tablet  which  ho  styled  "  Lu-Co,"  and  which  was 
a  comjjound  of  cocoa  and  sugar.  A  Mr.  Gossct  advanced 
1,500^.  on  account  of  a  one-third  interest  in  the  profits.  Tho 
business  was  started,  and  thrt>c  months  later  Mr.  Gosset  suotl 
tho  debtor  for  the  money  advanced,  and  obtained  judgment, 
whereupon  the  business  was  clo.sed.  In  January  1911  tho 
debtor  formed  Lu-Co,  Ltd.,  with  a  nominal  capital  of  5,250/., 
to  acquire  the  process,  machinery,  plant,  and  lea.ses,  but  tho 
purchase  was  never  completed.  The  debtor  further,  in 
February  1910,  registered  '"  Ycomans,  Ltd.,"  with  a  nominal 
capital  of  6,000/.,  to  deal  with  pills  and  an  ointment.  Ho 
sold  tho  formula  to  the  company  for  3,000/.,  the  whole  of 
which  was  allotted  to  nominees  in  respect  of  services 
rendered,  money  lent,  etc.  Tho  debtor  roughly  estimates 
his  liabilities  at  2,000/.,  and  has  no  present  available  assets. 
He  attributes  his  failure  to  the  action  of  the  petitioning 
creditors  in  refusing  to  iiroceed  with  the  formation  of  Lu-Co, 
Ltd.  In  the  ab.sence  of  any  oiler,  tho  ca.sc  was  left  with  the 
Official  ReC'O'iver,  to  be  wound  up  in  the  ordinary  course. 

Re  Arthur  Stafford  Slater,  35  Perry  Vale,  Forest  Hill, 
Kent,  Chenii.st  and  Druggist,  Managing  Director  of  A.  S. 
Richards  &  Co.,  Ltd. — The  first  meeting  of  the  creditors  was 
called  for  Thursday,  December  28,  at  tho  offices  of  tho 
Official  Receiver,  132  York  Road,  Westminster  Bridge,  S.E., 
but  no  creditors  attended,  and  the  meeting  was  adjourned. 
According  to  tbe  statement  of  affairs  filed  by  the  debtor, 
the  gross  liabilities  amount  to  686/.  6.'.  lOtZ.,  of  which 
611/.  9s.  Id.  is  expected  to  rank.  After  allowing  25/.  Is.  M. 
tur  preteruniiai  ciu.ais,  tne  assets  are  estimated  to  realise 
140/.  2d.,  or  a  deficiency  of  470/.  7.s.  5(/.  The  debtor  was 
apprenticed  to  a  chemist  and  druggist,  and  towards  the  end 
of  1909  he  took  over  a  business  which  had  formerly  been 
carried  on  by  Mr.  E.  10.  Richards,  chemist  and  druggist,  at 
35  Perry  Vale,  Forest  Hill.  The  purchase-price  of  the  busi- 
ness was  500/.,  but  at  that  time  the  debtor  only  had  15/.  of 
his  own  money.  He  pai<l  a  deposit  of  10/..  and  agreed  to 
pay  the  balance  by  half-yearly  instalments  of  25/.  each.  He 
had  only  paid  35/.  on  account  of  the  purchase-price,  and  tho 
balance  of  465/.  is  still  owing.  When  he  took  over  the  busi- 
ness he  was  not  fully  qualified.  An  inspector  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  made  a  purchase  at  tho  shop,  and  subse- 
quently the  debtor  was  lined  5/.  56-.  for  illegally  selling 
jjoison,  and  a  similar  sum  for  carrying  on  a  chemist  and 
druggist's  business  without  being  duly  qualified.  To  get 
over  the  dilficultv  he  formed  a  private  limited  company, 
A.  S.  Richards  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  to  run  the  business,  and  cnga]^ed 
a  fully  qualified  man  to  supervise  the  concern.  Tho  capital 
of  the  company  was  fixed  at  100/.,  in  fully-paid  shares  of 
1/.  each.  The  debtor  held  ninety-nine  of  the  shares,  while 
the  remainiiig  .share  was  held  by  the  manager.  The  debtor 
states  that  no  transfer  of  the  business  was  ever  made  to  the 
company.  The  debtor  and  his  manager  were  appointed 
directors  at  the  onlv  meeting  of  the  company  ever  lield. 
which  was  in  December  1909.  Tho  debtor  passed  the  Minor 
examination  last  July,  and  dismissed  his  manager.  Early  in 
December  a  judgment  was  obtained  against  him  by  a  whole- 
sale house.  The  takings  of  the  bu.<incss  only  averaged  fome 
5/.  a  week,  and  he  came  io  the  conclusion  that  he  could  not 
carry  on  the  concern  profitably.  He  therefore  filed  his  own 
jjetition.  He  attributed  his  present  position  to  "commenc- 
ing business  on  borrowed  money,  insuflicient  profits  to  pay 
expenses,  and  ill-health." — The  iidjourned  meeting  was  held 
on  January  1.  Mr.  J.  B.  Knighf,  Official  Receiver,  who 
presided,  said  it  was  not  possible  to  wind  up  the  company, 
as  no  meetihg  could  be  called.  A  question  arose  as  to  whom 
the  propertv  belonged  to,  and  there  were  difficulties  in  tho 
way  of  selling  the  business  as  a  gointr  concern.  By  reason 
of  his  bankruptcy  the  debtor,  under  the  articles  of  associa- 
tion, ceased  to  be  a  director  of  the  companv.  The  position 
thus  created  was  that-tliere  was  a  comoany  without  directors, 
but  which  possessed  creditors  who  had  the  right  to  levy  exe- 
cution. All  the  a.ssets  were  said  to  be  the  as-sots  of  the 
company.  It  had  been  hopetl  that  tho  creditors  of  tho  com- 
pany and  those  of  the  debtor  would  have  authorised  the 
Official  Reeeiver  to  realise  the  assets,  and  the  question  of 
their  ownership  could  have  been  settled  later.  The  pre- 
mises occupied  by  the  company  were  locked  up.  .and  the 
keys  were  in  the"  possession  of  the  Official  Receiver.  If  a 
purchaser  were  found  for  the  business  it  would  be  necessary 
to  go  to  Court  for  direction  on  the  matter. 
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LEGAL  REPORTS. 


TRADE  LAW. 

Salicylic  Acid  in  Wine.— At  Norwich  on  December  30, 
Ernest  Blyth  was  lined  2s.  bd.  for  selling  black-currant  wine 
containing  6  grains  per  pint  of  salicylic  acid. 

Tunora  Wine — At  the  Bradford  City  Police  Court  on 
January  2,  Taylor's  Drug  Co.,  Ltd.,  Burley  Hill,  Leeds, 
were  sumnioned"  for  selling  a  bottle  of  junora  wine  contain- 
ing no  lecithin-ovo.  Mr.  John  J.  Warrington,  the  food  and 
drugs  inspector  under  the  Bradford  Corporation,  was  the 
complainant.  Mr.  IL  R.  Watling,  of  the  Town  Clerk's  de- 
partment, applied  for  th©  case  to  be  adjourned  for  a  week, 
stating  that  both  parties  agreed.  The  Stipendiary  Magis- 
trate (Mr.  H.  W.  W.  Wilberforce)  accordingly  granted  the 
remand. 

A  Committal  Order.— In  the  City  of  London  Court  on 
January  2,  before  Judge  Lumley  Smith,  K.C.,  the  H.  &  R. 
Process  Engraving  Co.,  Ltd.,  4  Sussex  Place,  Leadenhall 
Street,  E.G.,  applied  to  have  Mr.  Jacob  Hertz,  sued  as 
Hertz  &  Co.,  9  Mincing  Lane,  E.C.,  committed  for  the  non- 
payment of  11.  10s.  bd.  due  under  a  judgment.  PlaintilTs' 
representative  said  that  the  defendant  owed  the  money  and 
could  easily  pay,  he  had  every  reason  to  believe.  Defendant 
was  in  a  very  good  way  of  business  in  Mincing  Lane.  .Judge 
Lumley  Smith  said  there  was  only  1/.  U.S.  bd.,  including  the 
court's  fee,  due.  Had  the  plaintiffs  applied  for  the  money  ''. 
Plaintiffs'  representative  said  they  had.  The  collector  had 
applied.  Defendant  had  said  he  would  pay,  but  he  did  not  do 
so.  Judge  Lumley  Smith  ordered  the  defendant  (who  did 
not  att«nd)  to  be  committed  to  prison  for  five  days,  sus- 
pended for  a  fortnight,  in  default  of  payment  of  the  amount 
due. 

Trade  Advances.-In  the  City  of  London  Court^  on 
January  1,  before  Judge  Lumley  Smith,  K.C.,  and  a  jury, 
Messrs.  H.  Abrahams  &  Co.,  3  C'hai+erhouse  Buildings,  Gos- 
well  Road,  made  a  claim  against  Mr.  Alex  Siefi  and  his 
wife,  lately  trading  as  Sieff  &  Co.,  14  Aklermanbury,  E.G., 
to  recover  the  sum  of  bV.  Is.  bd.  on  two  bills  of  exchange 
for  eau  de  Cologne,  perfume,  bay  rum,  etc.,  supplied.  Mr. 
W.  Stewar-t  .appeared  for  the  plaintiffs  and  Mr.  Kimber  for 
the  defendants.  Plaintiffs'  case  was  that  they  had  had  large 
transactions  with  the  defendants  extending  over  several  years. 
The  defendants  had  been  in  the  habit  of  bringing  eau  de 
Cologne,  perfumes,  scents,  etc,,  to  them  and  obtaining  an 
advance  upon  them  with  a  view  to  them  being  sold.  In 
some  oases  the  goods  were  purchased  outright.  Money  was 
paid  to  the  defendant  on  account  of  the  goods,  and  if  he 
would  pay  the  bills  of  exchange  which  he  gave,  and  which 
were  dishonoured,  he  could  have  the  goO'ds  which  he  ha-d 
deposited  against  the  loans.  Defendant  had  since  converted 
himself  into  a  company.  For  the  defence,  Mr.  Sioff  said  he 
owed  the  plaintiffs  nothing.  On  the  contrary,  they  owed  him 
2507.  on  the  balance  of  accounts.  He  Itad  r.aised  the  Money- 
lenders Act  because  the  plaintiffs  had  charged  him  unreason- 
able interest  for  the  loans  which  were  made  to  him,  end 
they  were  unregistered  moneylenders.  They  bad  made  him 
pay  las  much  as  120  per  cent,  sometimes,  and  at  other 
occasions  he  was  paying  them  11.  a  week  for  the  rest.  They 
always  called  it  "  conmiission,"  as  the.v  did  not  want  to 
appear  to  be  moneylenders.  He  was  to  redeem  the  goods 
when  he  wanted,  and  the  bills  now  sued  on  were  not  to  be 
met.  It  was  nev'er  intended  that  thev  should  be.  Plaintiffs 
had  goods  of  his  to  th©  value  of  250?.  Mr.  Stewart :  He 
can  have  them  all  if  he  will  meet  his  bills.  Judge  Lumley 
Smith  said  in  the  City  of  London  bills  of  exchange  ought  to 
b©  as  good  as  cash.  Defendant's  story  that  the  bills  were  not 
to  'be  met  was  not  business.  The  jury  found  for  the  plain- 
tiffs on  claim  and  counterclaim  for  617.  10s.  bd.,  and  costs 
were  allowed. 


GAZETTE. 


Partnerships  Dissolved. 

BiGNELL.  J.  H.,  and  OwEX,  W..  Imperial  Buildings,  Ne.v 

Bridge  Street.  London,  pharmaceutical  chemists,  under 

the  style  of  William  Owen. 
HooLET,  A.,  and  Hudson,  A.  B.,  Cobham.  Surrey,  general 

medical   practitioners,    under  th©   style  of   HooJey  & 

Hudson. 

Tbe  Bankruptcy  Acts,  1883  and  1890. 

Receiving  Ohdeh. 
Teudgett,  Herbert  Lloyd,  Darnley  Road,  Hackney,  sur- 
gical-instrument m  a  n  u  f  act  u  re  r . 

Adjudication. 

WXAND,   Edward  Hehbeht,  Lexham  Gardens,  Kensingion, 
lately  LTpper  Phillimore  Place,  Kensington,  dentist. 


BUSINESS  CHANGES. 

Notes  for  this  section  sent  to  the  Editor  should  be  authentxated, 
and  must  not  be  in  the  nature  of  advertisements. 


Mr.  R.  Wood,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  taken  over  the 
business  at  435  Oxford  Road,  Reading. 

Messrs.  Keknick  &  Son,  Ltd.,  wholesale  druggists, 
Cardiff,  have  removed  to  16  Moira  Terrace. 

Mr.  a.  Simmons  has  purchased  the  business  of  .J.  Kirk- 
patrick,  chemist  and  druggist,  Great  Bardfield,  Eraiiitree. 

Mr.  S.  H.  Faulkner  has  recently  purchased  the  business' 
of  E.  Trenerry,  130  Elthorne  Road,  Hornsey  Rise, 
London,  N. 

Messrs.  Chance  &  Hunt,  Ltd.,  chemical-manufacturers,., 
have  removed  their  London  offices  from  5  to  116  Fen- 
church  Street,  E.G. 

Mr.  F.  Ellis,  late  manager  to  the  trustees  of  G.  Gadd, 
&  Son,  1  Harleyford  Road,  Vauxhall,  London,  S.W'.,  has- 
now  purchased  the  bu-siness. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Hazelby,  chemist  and  druggist.  Christ- 
church,  is  opening  an  up-to-date  pharmacy  at  High  Street,, 
Ringwood,  which  is  now  his  address. 

Mr.  a.  E.  Duncan  has  commenced  business  on  his  ownj 
account  as  a  general  produce  broker,  at  9  Mincing  Lane, 
London,  E.G.,  under  the  style  of  A.  E.  Duncan  &  Son. 

Messrs.  W.  C.  Bacon  &  Go.,  14  Mincing  Lane,  London^ 
E.G.,  announce  the  retirement  of  their  Mr.  Charles  Henry 
Tapply.  The  business  will  be  carried  on  by  the  remain- 
ing partner,  Mr.  Charles  Tapply,  jun. 

Messrs.  Clifford  Ghristopherson  &  Co.,  21  Mincing. 
Lane,  London,  E.G.,  announce  that  they  have  taken  into 
partnership  Mr.  Henry  Clifford  Ghristopherson,  younger 
son  of  their  senior.  The  style  of  the  firm  will  remaiiy 
unchanged. 

jMkssrs.  Wilson,  Smithett  &  Co.,  39  Mincing  Lane,. 
London,  E.G.,  announce  that  they  have  admitted  to^ 
partnership  Mr.  Richard  Goodwin  Bradshaw,  who  hasr 
been  connected  with  their  tea  department  for  the  past 
twenty  years. 

Mr.  Ernst  Behncke,  drug  and  chemical  merchant, 
Catharinenstrasse  29,  Hamburg,  informs  us  that  he  hasf 
retired  from  the  firm  of  Geo.  Sanders  &  Co.,  but  will 
continue  business  on  his  own  account  under  the  firm  name- 
of  Ernst  Behncke. 

Mr.  E.  a.  Holloway,  chemist  and  druggist,  140  The- 
Broadway,  Southend-on-Sea,  has  sold  the  lease  of  his- 
premises  to  Messrs.  G.  J.  Keddie  &  Sons,  drapers,  and' 
has  purchased  "  jNIarguerites,"  No.  135,  two  doors  below. 
;\rr.  Holloway  will  not  remove  until  ilarch. 

Messrs.  Edward  Richards  &  Co.,  59  Seething  Lane,. 
London,  E.G.,  announce  that  they  have  been  appointed' 
by  the  Society  of  Chemical  Industry  in  Basle  and  the 
Clayton  Aniline  Co.,  Ltd.,  of  Manchester,  as  sole  agents, 
in  London  and  the  surrounding  counties  for  their  chemicaL 
products  and  aniline  colours. 


WILLS  PROVEN. 


Mr.  Joseph  Bell,  chemist  and  druggist,  14  Newgate  Street,. 
Newcastle-on-Tyne,  who  died  on  October  20,  left  estate- 
valued  at  1,048?.  9s.  10(1  gross,  with  net  personalty 
434?  lis.  IM.  Probate  of  his  will  has  been  granted  to  his. 
sons,  Mr.  J.  Renwick  Bell,  chemist,  and  Mr.  W.  J.  Bell,, 
chemist's  assistant,  and  Mr.  E.  E.  Charlton,  solicitor. 

Mr.  James  M.  Laurie,  chemist  and  druggist,  255  Canon- 
gate,  Edinburgh.  An  inventory  lodged  at  Edinburgh  shows- 
estate  amounting  to  1,219?. 

Mr.  Fredk.  Victor  Rymer,  Ph.G.,  23  Market  Street,. 
Wellingborough,  who  died  on  November  30,  left  estate  valued- 
at  1,716?.  13s.  Id.  gross,  with  net  personalty  1,630?.  Probate^ 
of  his  will  has  been  granted  to  his  brother,  Mr.  Wm.  George- 
Hamilton  Rymer. 


Have  you  filled  in  your  C.  <&  D.  Diary  postcaixls?  Do  it 
now  and  post  to  us,  so  that  you  may  not  lose  th©  opportunity, 
of  a  share  in  the  ten  guineas  we  are  giving. 
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LIMITED  COMPANIES. 


New  Companies  Registered. 

The  letters  P.C.  mean  Private  Company  within  the  meaning  of 
the  Companies  Act,  1907,  and  R.O..  Registered  Office. 

Tresso,  Ltd.  (P.C.).— Capital  1,000/.  Objects:  To  carry 
•on  the  business  of  dealers  in  hair-restorers  -and  washes,  den- 
tal creams,  etc.  The  first  director  is  H.  F.  Jones  (managing 
director), 

SooTHEEN",  Ltd.  (P.C.).— Capital  1,000?..  in  1/.  -shares.  Ob- 
jects :  To  carry  on  the  business  of  manufacturers  of  and 
dealers  in  lotion,  ointment,  and  medical  preparations,  etc. 
R.O.,  452  Stretford  Road,  Old  Trafi'ord,  Manchester. 

RoBT.  Young  &  Co.,  Ltd.  (P.C). — Registered  in  Edin- 
burgh. Capital  12,000/.  Objects:  To  acquire  and  carry  on 
the  business  of  Robt.  Young  &  Co.,  chemical  manufacturers, 
Glasgow.  The  first  directors  are  D.  C.  Young  and  R.  Young. 
R.O.,  38  Elliot  Street,  Glasgow. 

ScH.^BOK,  Ltd. — Registered  in  Edinburgh.  Capital  40,000/. 
Objects  :  To  carry  on  the  business  of  -manufacturers  of  and 
dea-lers  in  chemicals  and  medicines.  etc.  The  first 
director.*  are  H.  Brechin.  .T.P.,  P.  Dawson.  A.  H.  Hunter, 
and  J.  Wilson.    R.O.,  94  Hope  Street,  Glasgow. 

P.  A.  Stevexs  &  Co.,  Ltd.  (P.C.).— Capital  1,000/..  in  1/. 
shares.  Objects :  To  take  over  the  business  of  a  chemist 
and  dru'Tgi.st  carried  on  by  W.  R.  Stevens  at  72  Mansfield 
Road.  Gospel  Oak,  London,  as  "  -Stevens  &  Co."  W.  R. 
Stevens,  manufacturer  of  dental  stoppings,  is  the  first  direc- 
tor. 

S.  L.  S.AIITH,  Ltd.  (P.C.).— Capital  1.000/.,  in  1/.  shares. 
Objects  :  To  take  over  from  S.  L.  Smith  the  business  of  a 
■cliemi.st  and  druggist  now  or  lately  carried  on  by  John  Frank 
at  9-10  Bridge  Street,  Whitby.  The  first  directors  are  S.  L. 
Smith,  engineer,  and  Mrs.  B.  L.  Smith,  Lvnton  Cottage. 
Mr.  Smith  holds  999  shares. 

New  Sunbe.^m  Bleach  Co.,  Ltd.  (P.C.).— Capital  5.000/., 
in  1/.  shares.  Objects  :  To  carry  on  the  business  indicated 
"by  the  title,  and  that  of  wholesale,  Tetail,  manufacturing, 
and  dispensing  chemists,  etc.,  and  to  adopt  an  agreement 
with  A.  Burnet  and  H.  Temple,  who  are  joint  -managing 
directors.    R.O.,  201  Old  Kent  Road,  S.E. 

Mer-Syeex  (1911).  Ltd.  (P.O.— Capital  500/..  in  495 
■ordinary  shares  of  1/.  each  and  100  deferred  shares  of  1.-;. 
each.  Object^! :  To  take  over  the  right  to  manufacture  -and 
■d-eal  in  the  medicinal  preparations  known  as  Mev-syren,  and 
'to  adopt  an  agreement  with  A.  Neagle.  The  first  directors 
are  J.  C.  Daniell,  G.  H.  Slater,  and  A.  Neagle. 

British  O.xypathor  Co.,  Ltd.  (P.C.).— Capital  3,000/.,  in 
1/.  shares.  Objects:  To  acquire  and  take  from  G.  H. 
Treglown  a  transfer  of  an  agreement  between  the  Oxypathor 
Co.  (incorporated  under  the  laws  of  the  State  of  New- 
York,  U.S.A.),  to  act  as  agents  for  the  sale  of  Oxypathors 
and  other  articles  manufactured  by  the  said  company,  and 
"to  carry  on  the  business  of  importers,  exporters,  traders, 
manufacturers,  chemists,  chemical  manufacturers,  engineers, 
producers  -of  and  dealers  in  oxygen,  nitrogen,  hydrogen,  etc. 
The  first  subscribers  are  G.  H.  Treglown,  48  iLongton  Grove, 
Sydenham,  merchant ;  and  J.  A.  Earl,  149  Ayres  Road, 
Manchester,   merchant.    R.O.,  65  Conduit  Street.  W. 

De  They  &  Co.,  Ltd.— Capital  200.000/.,  in  1/.  shares. 
Objects  :  To  carry  on  the  business  of  manufacturers  of  and 
■dealers  in  artificial  teeth  and  apparatus  and  appliances  used 
in  dentisti-y  and  dental  surgery,  etc.,  to  acquire  the  business 
■carried  on  by  A.  de  Trey,  F.  Berthoud,  and  C.  A.  Barl>ezat 
■at  13  and  14  Denman  Street,  Piccadilly.  W.,  as  "  C.  de  Trey 
&  Co.."  and  to  adopt  an  agreement  'with  the  said  vendors 
V  J  ■  '^^  'J^^ey-  The  first  directors  are  C.  de  Trev, 
-p'  ttk7^^'"  ^-  Barbezat    (managing  directors). 

K.  J^  M.  Clapham,  Colesgrove,  Choshunt,  rierts.  and  C.  F 
■Clapham,  Reform  Club,  Pall  Mall,  S.W.  Qualification  of 
:jubsequent  manairmg  directors.  10,000/.  ;  of  directors, 
2m)'  100'-    ^'ich    per   annum  (chairman. 


BIRTHS. 


Geaham.— At  3  FortoQwer  Place,  Edinburgh,  on  Decem- 
ber 30.  the  wife  nf  W.  L.  Graham,  chemist  aiid  drusaist 
(J  C.  Pottage  &  Co.),  of  a  son. 

Taylor.— At  the  Medical  Hall,  Enniscorthy,  on  Decem- 
ber 25,  the  wife  of  James  Taylor,  Ph.C,  of  a  daughter. 


MARRIAGE. 


LiviE— Small.— At  43  Erskine  Street,  Dundee,  on 
December  29,  1911,  by  the  Rev.  J.  Robertson,  B.D., 
Charles  A.  Livie,  pharmicist,  to  Ina  Sword,  youngest 
daughter  of  Mrs.  Small. 


DEATHS. 


nn.  C'ASANA  Y  Leoxahdo. 


Casana  y  Leonardo.— We  learn  from  iladrid  of  the 
death  of  Dr.  D.  Julian  Casana  y  Leonardo,  Professor  of 
the  History  of  Pharmacy  and  the 
Compaiative  Study  of  Existing 
Pharmacopoeias  at  the  Madrid 
Faculty  of  Pharmacy.  Before 
going  to  the  Central  University  at 
Madrid,  Dr.  Casana  y  Leonardo 
was  for  some  twenty  years  Pro- 
fessor of  Organic  Chemistry  at  the 
Faculty  of  Pharmacy  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Barcelona.  His  pub- 
lished works  include  a  treatise  on 
organic  chemistry. 

Day.— At  the  Royal  Palace 
Hotel,  Kensington,  London,  W., 
on  December  27,  1911,  after  a  protracted  illness, 
Mr.  William  Day,  founder  of  The  Southern  Drug  Co., 
Ltd.,  aged  sixty-three.  We  have  been  told  that 
Mr.  Day  was  brought  up  as  a  grocer,  but  whether  that  is 
so  or  not  he  was  registered  as  a  student  of  the  Pharmaceu- 
tical Society  in  1880.  having  in  that  year,  when  at  Oswestry, 
passed  the  Preliminary  examination.  A  few  years  later  he 
was  in  Southampton,  and  acquired  a  small  chemist's  busi- 
ness there  from  a  Mr.  Thomas.  Here  he  started  the 
cut-price  policy,  and  the  business  grew  so  rapidly  that  on 
April  5,  1887,  it  was  registered  as  a  company,  under  the 
title  The  Southern  Drug  Co.,  Ltd.,  with  a  capital  of 
40,000/.  Ten  years  later  the  company  had  twenty-seven 
shops  in  the  principal  towns  of  the  South  Coast.  Sucli 
was  the  succesis  he  met  with  that  in  1897  he  decided  to 
commence  business  in  London,  in  that  year  founding  Day's 
Metropolitan  Drug  Co..  Ltd.,  with  a  capital  of  100.000/. 
in  1/.  shares.  With  hin  was  associated  as  director  Dr. 
E.  T.  Pritchard,  a  medical  graduate  of  the  Edinburgh 
University.  The  business  progressed  steadily  until  1901. 
when  the  trade  was  startled  by  the  announcement  that 
both  companies  had  been  acquired  by  the  founder  of  the 
Boots  companies.  At  that  time  the  Day  companies'  shops 
numbei-ed  fifty-seven,  and  three  were  in  the  course  of 
fitting-uj).  "This  gave  Sir  Jesse  Boot  a  footing  in  the 
South.  The  two  Day  companies  were  wound  up,  and 
Boots  Cash  Chemists  (Southern),  Ltd.,  was  registered  and 
floated,  with  a  capital  of  300.000/.  in  11.  shares.  At  that 
period  Mr.  Day,  who  had  been  in  indifferent  health  (he 
was  a  martyr  to  asthma),  retired  altogether,  and  spent 
much  of  his  time  travelling,  always  wintering  abroad. 
While  in  business  j\Ir.  Day  fought  persistently  for  his 
own  hand,  and  when  the  Proprietary  Articles  Trade 
Association  was  formed  he  opposed  it  bitterly,  issuing 
a  circular  to  proprietors  of  proprietary  articles  against  it. 
and  even  appealing  to  the  public  by  advertisements  in 
the  newspapers  to  support  him  in  his  fight  against  the 
"  ring."  He  was  an  able  antagonist,  and,  looking  back 
upon  the  controver.sy,  it  must  be  said  that  Mr.  Day 
did  signal  service  to  the  P.A.T.A.  and  Scott's  Pills  by 
his  bitter  denouncements.  Since  his  retirement  little  has 
been  heard  of  him,  for  he  withdrew  completely  from 
association  with  the  drug-trade,  even  withdrawing  from 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society — his  retention  of  the  student- 
ship for  years  after  he  had  driven  his  carriage-and-four 
through  the  Pharmacy  Act  was  a  piece  of  sardonic 
humour  which  was  not  antidoted  by  frequent  references 
to  him  as  an  awful  example  of  company  pharmacy. 
Socially  we  have  heard  t'in+  Mr.  Day  was  a  most  agree- 
able man.    He  was  a  bacheijr. 
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New  Year  Honours. 


BEFORE  the  King  left  England  for  the  Coronation 
Durbar  in  India  he  approved  the  list  of  New  Year 
Honours  which  was  placed  before  him  by  his  Ministers. 
The  list,  which  was  circulated  on  New  Year's  Eve,  contains 
some  features  of  interest  to  our  readers,  in  that  although 
no  chemist  is  actually  honoured,  the  services  to  the  country 
of  several  persons  connected  with  the  drug-trade  are 
recognised.  Perhaps  the  most  notable  cases  are  the  knight- 
hoocls  conferred  on  Mr.  Joseph  Beecham  and  IMr.  Herbert 
J.  F.  Parsons.  The  former  is  the  well-known  proprietor 
of  Beecham's  pills,  of  St.  Helens,  a  business  which  was 
founded  by  his  father,  Mr.  Thomas  Beecham,  in  the 
'forties.  The  founder  was  a  chemist  and  druggist  who 
started  business  in  Wigan,  and  when  his  pills  began  to 


Sir  Joseph  Beecham. 


gain  popularity  removed  to  St.  Helens,  where,  in  1885, 
palatial  business  premises  costing  over  30,000/.  were 
erected  to  accommodate  all  the  departments  of  the  pill 
business.  Sir  Joseph  Beecham  is  the  eldest  son  of  the 
founder,  and  has  been  associated  with  the  business  all 
his  life,  and  at  the  head  of  it  since  1895,  when  his  father 
retired.  Sir  Joseph  is  this  year  filling  his  third 
term  of  office  as  Mayor  of  St.  Helens,  having  been  for 
about  twenty-five  years  a  member  of  the  Corporation.  He 
has  made  large  benefactions  to  local  charitable  institutions. 
Recently  Sir  Joseph  Beecham  joined  the  directorate  of 
A.  &  F.  Pears,  Ltd.,  being  in  this  way  intimately  asso- 
ciated with  Mr.  T.  F.  Barratt,  and,  like  him,  having 
pronounced  artistic  tastes,  his  house  at  Hampstead  con- 
taining one  of  the  finest  private  collections  of  pictures  in  this 
country.  He  is  an  able  musician,  and  recently  purchased 
the  Aldwych  Theatre,  London,  where,  it  is  stated,  a  series 
of  operas  are  to  be  produced.  One  of  his  brothers  iis  a 
medical  mnn,  and  his  son,  Mr.  Thomas  Beecham,  is  pro- 
minent in  the  musical  world. 

Sir  Herbert  Parsons  is  a  Londoner  by  birth  and  educa- 
tion, and  although  his  first  inclination  was  towards 
surgery,  he  entered  the  family  business  and  is  now  a 
director  of  Ashton  k  Parsons.  Ltd.,  proprietors  of  "  Phos- 
f°rine,"  La  Belle  Sauvage  Yard,  Ludgate  Hill,  London, 
E.C.  He  is  also  a  director  of  Dnllond  &  Co.,  Ltd..  whicli 
probably  the  oldest  optical  business  in  the  country. 
Sir  Herbert  has  been  a  keen  supporter  of  the  Territorial 
Army  movement  from  its  inception,  and  clasely  identified 
with  the  3rd  Battalion  Citv  of  London  Regiment  (Royal 
Fusiliers),  of  which  he  is  the  hon.  colonel.    The  business 


of  Ashton  &  Parsons,  homoeopathic-medicine  manufac- 
turers, was  established  in  1868,  and  Mr.  Ashton  having 
died  shortly  afterwards,  Mr.  G.  H.  Parsons,  father  of 
Mr.  Herbert  Parsons,  became  the  sole  proprietor.  The' 
system  of  establishing  agencies  throughout  the  country 
and  abroad  contributed  mainly  to  the  success  of  the  enter- 
prise. Mr.  G.  H.  Parsons  died  in  1892,  and  the  business- 
was  then  carried  on  by  his  eldest  son,  Mr.  George  H.  L. 
Parsons,  who  had  been  with  him  for  some  years,  in  con- 
junction with  Mr.  Herbert  Parsons,  who  had  joined  the- 
firm  about  five  years  before.  A  limited  company  was= 
formed  in  1898,  and  two  younger  brothers,  Mr.  Normaru 
Parsons  and  Mr.  Harold  Parsons,  have  since  been  asso- 
ciated on  the  board  of  directors.  The  new  knight  is  a 
type  of  the  keen  business  man,  tall  and  clean  shaven,  and' 
a  firm  believer  in  the  Territorial  Army  scheme  and  its- 
good  effects  physically  on  the  young  men  of  the  country.. 
He  holds  that  success  in  business  depends  chiefly  upon, 
hard  work  and  courage  to  seize  new  opportunities  as  they 
arise,  a  view  which  should  assist  in  disillusioning  those 
who  hold  that  success  is  always  a  matter  of  good  luck. 

Mr.  T.  R.  Ferens,  M.P.,  who  is  to  be  sworn  of  the  Privy- 
Council,  is  director  of  Reckitt  &  Sons,  Ltd.,  manufac- 
turers of  ultramarine  and  starch,  Hull,  and  has  repre- 
sented East  Hull  in  the  House  of  Commons  since  1905. 

Science  receives  recognition  in  several  directions.  Mr.. 
W.  ,\.  Miers,  Principal  of  the  University  of  London  since: 
1908,  receives  a  knighthood.  He  is  a  D.Sc,  F.R.S.,  and 
was  Vice-President  of  the  Chemical  Society  from  1901  to. 
1904.  His  special  study  is  mineralogy  and  crystallo- 
graphy, and  he  was  formerly  a  Waynflete  Professor  in' 
Mineralogy  at  Oxford.  His  text-book  on  the  subject,, 
which  he  published  in  1902,  is  a  standard  work. 

Another  knight  is  Mr.  W.  F.  Barrett,  F.R.S.,  who  was- 
for  many  years  Professor  of  Physics  at  the  Royal  College- 
of  Science,  Dublin.  He  has  gone  rather  deeply  into  the- 
manifestations  of  psychics,  a  subject  of  which  few  scien- 
tists have  any  practical  knowledge.  He  was  a  founder 
and  formerly  President  of  the  Society  for  Psychical  Re- 
search. In  his  early  days  he  was  one  of  Tyndall's-- 
assistants. 

Mr.  A.  B.  Kempe,  F.R.S.,  who  is  to  be  knighted,  is  a 
distinguished  mathematician,  and  Treasurer  of  the  RoyaD 
Society,  but  his  occupation  as  a  barrister  is  in  connectioni 
with  ecclesiastical  matters. 

Mr  Ralph  C.  Foster,  who  gave  over  30,000?.  for  the 
London  University  College  chemical  laboratories,  is 
receiving  a  baronetcy. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  David  Prain,  F.R.S.,  Director  of 
the  Royal  Botanic  Gardens,  Kew,  is  nominated  C.M.G. 

The  medical  profession  is  well  represented  in  the- 
Honours  List.  Dr.  J.  Hawtrey  Benson,  who  is  knighted, 
is  President  of  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians,  Ireland, 
medical  adviser  in  Ireland  to  the  Colonial  Office,  and  con- 
sulting physician  to  the  Royal  City  of  Dublin  and  the 
Monkstown  Hospitals.  He  is  the  son  of  a  medical  man 
who  wa,s  at  one  time  President  of  the  Royal  College  of 
Surgeons,  Ireland. 

Dr.  R.  J.  Collie,  upon  whom  a  knighthood  is  conferred, 
received  his  medical  education  at  Aberdeen  University, 
and  specialised  in  life-insurance  matters.  He  is  medical' 
examiner  to  the  London  County  Council  and  chief  medi- 
cal officer  to  the  Metropolitan  Water  Board. 

Dr.  J.  Mackenzie  Davidson,  another  knight,  also  an- 
Aberdeen  man,  is  best  known  from  his  work  in  radio- 
graphy, in  which  science  he  was  a  pioneer  in  its  applica- 
tions to  ophthalmology.  He  is  consulting  surgeon  to  the 
Rontgen-ray  department  of  Charing  Cross  Hospital,  and 
consulting  surgeon  in  charge  of  the  a;-ray  department  of 
the  Royal  London  Ophthalmic  Hospital. 

Dr.  G.  H.  Savage,  who  receives  a  knighthood,  is  a- 
well-known  expert  on  mental  diseases.  He  formerly- 
lectured  on  this  subject  at  Guy's  Hospital,  of  which- 
institution  he  is  consulting  physician.  His  "  Manual  on- 
Insanity  "  is  authoritative.  Of  particular  interest  is  the- 
fact  that  the  new  knight  is  a  son  of  the  late  Mr.  W.  D. 
Savage,  of  Brighton,  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Societv,  and  for  many  years  a  member  of  the  _ 
Council.    Dr.  Savage's  brother,  Mr.  W.  W.  Savage,  is  the' 
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well-known  pharmaceutical  chemist,  who  carries  on  the 
ifamily  business  at  Brighton,  and  as  local  Secretary  of  the 
■British  Pharmaceutical  Conference  in  1905  so  successfully 
■engineered  the  Brighton  meeting. 

Dr.  Bertram  C.  A.  Windle,  F.R.S.,  another  medical 
Ivnight,  is  President  of  University  College,  Cork.  He  is 
■one  of  the  foremost  anatomists  in  the  United  Kingdom, 
fiind  was  formerly  in  Birmingham. 

Dr.  Arthur  Newsholme,  medical  officer  of  the  Local 
•fiovernment  Board,  receives  tho  C.B. 
■  Business  interests  are  recognised  in  the  baronetcy  con- 
ferred on  Mr.  L.  E.  Ralli,  head  of  Ralli  Brothers,  -who, 
.-<is  East  India  merchants,  carry  through  large  dealings 
an  shellac.  Mr.  Robert  Walton,  Chairman  of  the  British 
•Chamber  of  Commerce  in  Paris,  also  receives  a  knight- 
"Jiood. 


PERSONALITIES. 

Nots3  for  this  section  sent  to  the  Editor  should  be  authenticated, 
and  must  not  be  in  the  nature  of  advertisements. 


]Mr.  George  Coulter,  chemist  and  druggist,  Wetherby, 
Yorkshire,  has  retired  from  business  to  reside  at  40  The 
Avenue,  Starbeck,  Harrogate. 

;\Ir.  J.  C.  Umney,  F.C.S.,  has  been  elected  Chairman  of 
the  Toilet  Soap  Section  of  the  London  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce, this  being  in  addition  to  tho  Chaimianship  of  the 
Chemical  Trade  Section. 

Mr.  Frank  Robert  Squire,  of  The  English  Pharmacy, 
San  Remo,  Italy,  is  one  of  the  best-known  men  of  Anglo- 
Continental  pharmacy,  and 
this  is  a  portrait  of  him 
taken  in  the  garden  of  his 
private  house  in  San  Remo. 
Mr.  Squire  is  a  Lincoln- 
shire man,  having  been 
born  at  Hatton  Hall.  Ho 
was  apprenticed  to  Mr.  W. 
Afling,  chemist,  Spalding, 
and  in  September  1860 
was  registered  an  an  ap- 
prentice of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society,  with 
which  he  has  been  uninter- 
ruptedly connected  since. 
When  his  apprenticeship 
was  over  Mr.  Squire 
entered  the  wholesale  and 
had  a  good  experience  in 
it  before  he  took  the 
managership  of  a  retail 
)')harmacy  in  the  country. 
He  passed  the  Minor  ex- 
amination in  July  1869. 
He  went  to  Rome  as  an 
assistant,  afterwards  to 
Geneva,  and  in  1870 
started  business  on  his  own 
account    at     San  Remo. 

„  „  Until  last  year  Mr.  Squire 

Mil.  r.  U.  Squire.  i      n        ij.  ii 

was    not   allowed  to  sell 

medicines  to  Italians  nor  to  keep  his  pharmacy  open  during 
the  summer  months,  but  now  the  authorities  insist  on  his 
keeping  open  all  the  year  round  and  have  given  him  per- 
mission to  e.xercise  his  profession  with  everybody,  ancl  he 
'vvas  able  at  the  beginning  of  this  season  to  get  his  first 
Italian  assistant.  Mr.  Squire's  pharmacy  has  been  noted 
among  English  assistants  for  many  years  as  a  suitable 
place  for  Continental  experience.  From  1870  until  1908 
the  pharmacy  was  in  the  principal  street  in  the  centre  of  the 
town,  but  then  Mr.  Squire  removed  it  outside  the  town  to 
the  fashionable  promenade  where  there  is  nothing  but  palm 
trees  and  the  blue  waters  of  the  Mediterranean  in  front, 
and  the  move  has  been  a  happy  one.  During  his  career 
Mr.  Squire  has  received  three  Royal  Warrants  and  has 
"Rjeen  patronised  by  members  of  nearly  every  Royal  Family 
in  Europe,  as  well  as  by  the  late  King  of  Siam. 


TRADE  NOTES, 

"  Dr.  Hommel's  H.t;matogen." — The  originators  of  this 
preparation  insert  an  advertisement  in  this  issue  warning 
our  readers  of  danger  from  imitations  of  their  prepara- 
tion. 

The  Anglo-Indtan  Drug  and  Chemical  Co.,  Bombay, 
in  our  advertising  pages  call  tho  attention  of  readers  at 
home  and  abroad  to  their  s[)ecial  preparations  :  kamatoids, 
vi-quinine,  formoid.s,  febrosan. 

ME,ssii.s.  Nevvball  &  ]Masox,  Nottingham,  inform  us 
that  through  a  typing  error  the  size  of  the  boiler  referred 
to  in  the  issue  of  the  C.  <L-  D.,  December  23,  was  given 
incorrectly.    It  should  be  30  ft.  long  by  8  ft.  in  diameter. 

"  Diary  "  Telegraphic  Addre.sses. — Will  readers  please 
add  the  following  to  the  Diarij  list  on  page  192  :  Frank 
A.     RoG^UB...  Pharyngeal    /yo?!rfon...Gerrard...4142  and 

4246.    W.  R.  F.  Avery  &  Co  S'e«/.s  ionrfo/i.. .Kensington 

4629. 

New  Year  Greetings. — In  addition  to  the  New  Year 
greetings  from  advertisers  which  were  noted  in  last  week's 
issue  are  the  announcements  in  this  number  of  G.  B.  Kent 
&  Sons,  Ltd.,  73  Farringdon  Street,  London,  E.C.,  and 
Zog,  Ltd.,  6a  Middlesex  Street,  London,  E. 

The  Anglo-American  Pharmaceutical  Co.,  Ltd..  Croy- 
don, have  been  appointed  sole  agents  for  the  United  King- 
dom and  British  Colonies  for  Reid  &  Carnrick's  pharma- 
ceutical products,  which  include  peptenzyme,  proto- 
nuclein,  trophinine,  nephritin,  pancrobilin,  and  zymocide. 

Pharmaceutical  Borax. — ^lessrs.  Howards  &  Sons, 
Ltd.,  Stratford  and  Ilford,  London,  E.,  intimate  through 
our  advertisement  pages  this  week  that  their  borax  con- 
tains less  than  one  part  of  arsenic  in  a  million,  which  is 
well  within  the  limit  of  xou^'h  of  a  grain  per  lb. 
laid  down  by  the  Food  Department  of  the  English  Local 
Government  Board  in  respect  to  citric  and  tartaric  acids. 

Ammonia-bottles. — Messrs.  Beatson,  Clark  &  Co.,  Ltd., 
medical-glass  manufacturers,  Rotherham,  figure  in  their 
advertisement  in  this  issue  the  "  Ammonia  Oval,"  which 
has  been  especially  designed  to  comply  with  the  regula- 
tions made  by  the  Privy  Council  regarding  the  sale  of  solu- 
tion of  ammonia.  The  bottles  are  made  in  pale-green 
glass,  which  enables  the  contents  to  be  seen  easily.  The 
bottle  is  equally  suitable  for  mineral  acids. 

Tooth's  Extract  of  Meat  is  an  old  favourite  to  which 
the  manufacturers,  Tooth's  Extract  of  Meat  Co.,  12  Duke 
Street,  London,  S.E.,  have  added  "  Virox  "  fluid  beef  and 
"  Virox  "  soup  tablets.  These  provide  most  palatable 
and  highly  nutritious  consommf.  The  tablets  retail  at 
Id.  each,  each  sufficing  to  make  a  breakfastcupful  of  con- 
somme. It  is  unnecessary  for  us  to  enlarge  upon  the  sub- 
ject, as  the  company  offer  to  send  samples  and  prices  to 
any  of  oiu-  readers  on  application,  so  that  they  may  judge 
for  themselves  of  the  quality  of  the  products,  which  is 
consistent  with  the  demands  of  pharmacy. 

Liquor  Carbonis  Detergens.— In  our  issue  of  Decem- 
ber 2,  when  reprinting  a  second  instalment  of  proposed 
formula  for  the  "  National  Formulary,"  we  mentioned 
Liquor  Picis  Carbonis,  it  being  proposed  to  use  the  British 
Pharmacopoeia  formula  with  the  addition  of  the  synonym 
"Liquor  Carbonis  Detergens."  Mr.  John  C.  Umney, 
managing  director  of  ilessrs.  Wright,  Layman  &  Umney, 
Ltd.,  the  originators  and  proprietors  of  the  liquor,  wrot« 
to  Professor  C.  Lewis  Diehl,  Editor  of  the  "  Formulary, 
and  has  received  from  him  a  letter,  in  the  course  of  which 
he  says  : 

"This  formula  has  not  yet  been  published  in  the 
'National  Formulary.'  so  no  other  correction  will  be  neces- 
sary than  to  delete  the  synonym  'Liquor  Carbonis  Deter- 
gens '  originated  and  registered  by  your  firm  in  1863,  whicli 
I  can  confidently  promise  shall  be  done." 
We  may  add  that  this  is  not  the  only  instance  that  we 
have  seen  recently  of  unwarranted  use  of  the  title  Liquor 
Carbonis  Detergens.  It  is  somewhat  loosely  used,  for  ex- 
ample, in  some'hospital  Pharmacopoeias,  and  it  should  be 
noted  that  the  title  Liquor  Carbonis  Detergens  cannot 
under  anv  circumstances  be  applied  to  Liquor  Picis 
Carbonis,  B.P.,  or  any  other  preparation  than  Wright's. 
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National  Insurance  Act. 


Administration  of  Medical  Benefit. 

THE  Act  has  been  published  this  week  and  may  be 
obtained  through  any  bookseller,  the  published  price 
being  Is.  id.  We  append  the  full  text  of  Section  15, 
which  refers  to  the  administration  of  medical  benefit  : 

(1)  Every  Insurance  Committee  shall,  for  the  purpose  of 
administermg  medical  benefit,  make  arrangements  with  duly 
quaJified  medical  practitioners  in  accordance  with  regula- 
tions made  by  the  Insurance  Commissioners. 

(2)  The  regulations  made  by  the  Insurance  Commissioners 
shall  provide  for  the  arrangements  made  being  subject  to  the 
approval  of  the  Insurance  Commissioners  and  being  such  as 
to  secure  that  insured  persons  shall,  save  as  hereinafter 
provided,  receive  adequate  medical  attendance  and  treatment 
from  the  medical  practitioners  with  whom  arrangements  are 
so  made,  and  shall  require  the  adoption  by  every  Insurance 
Committee  of  such  system  as  will  secure- 
In)  the  preparation  and  publication  of  lists  of  medical 

practitioners  who  have  agreed  to  attend  and_  treat 
insured  persons  whose  medical  benefit  is  administered 
by  the  committee ; 
(&)  a  right  on  the  part  of  any  duly  qualified  medical 
practitioner  who  is  desiroiis  of  being  included  in  any 
such  li.5t  as  aforesaid  of  being  so  included,  but,  where 
the  Insurance  Commissioners,  after  such  inquiry  as 
may  be  prescribed,  are  satisfied  that  his  continuance 
in  the  list  would  be  prejudicial  to  the  efficiency  of 
the  medical  service  of  the  insured,  they  may  remove 
his  name  from  the  list ; 

(c)  a  right  on  the  part  of  any  insured  person  of  selecting, 
■a.t  such  periods  as  may  be  prescribed,  from  the  appro- 
priate list  the  practitioner  by  whom  he  wishes  to  be 
attended  and  treated,  and,  subject  to  the  consent  of 
the  practitioner  so  iselected,  of  being  attended  and 
treated  by  him ; 

(d)  the  distribution  amongst,  and,  so  far  las  practicable, 
under  arrangements  made  by,  the  several  practi- 
tioners whose  names  are  on  the  lists,  of  the  insured 
jiersons  who  after  due  notice  have  failed  to  make  any 
selection,  or  who  have  been  refused  by  the  prac- 
titioner whom  they  have  selected  ; 

(e)  the  provision  of  medioal  attendance  and  treatment, 
on  the  same  terms  as  to  remuneration  as  those 
arranged  with  respect  to  insured  persons,  to  members 
of  any  friendly  society  which,  or  a  separate  section  of 
which,  becomes  an  approved  society  who  were  such 
members  at  the  date  of  the  passing  of  this  Act,  and 
who  are  not  entitled  to  medical  benefit  under  this 
Part  of  this  Act  by  reason  either  that  they  are  of  the 
age  of  sixty-five  or  upwards  at  the  date  of  the  com- 
mencement of  this  Act,  or  that  being  subject  to  per- 
manent disablement  at  that  date  they  are  not 
qualified  to  become  insured  persons  : 

Provided  that,  if  the  Insurance  Commissioners  are  satisfied 
after  inquiry  that  the  practitioners  included  in  any  list  are 
not  such  as  to  secure  an  adequate  medical  service  in  any 
area,  they  may  dispense  with  the  necessity  of  the  adoption 
of  such  system  as  ^aforesaid  as  respects  that  area,  and  autho- 
rise the  Committee  to  make  such  other  arrangements  as  the 
Commissioner.s  may  approve ;  or  the  Commissioners  may 
themselves  make  such  arrangements  as  they  think  fit,  or  may 
suspend  the  right  tO'  medical  benefit  in  respect  of  any  insured 
persons  in  the  area  for  such  period  as  they  think  fit,  and  pr" 
to  each  such  person  a  sum  equal  to  the  estimated  cost  of  his 
medical  benefit  during  that  period,  and,  where  the  Com- 
missioners take  any  such  action  themselves,  they  .shall  retain 
and  apply  for  the  purpose  such  part  of  the  sums  payable  to 
the  Insurance  Committee  in  respect  of  medical  benefit  as 
may  be  required. 

(3)  The  reijulations  made  by  the  Insurance  Commissioners 
shall  authorise  the  Insurance  Committee  by  which  medical 
benefit  is  administered  to  require  any  persons  whose  income 
exceeds  a  limit  to  be  fixed  by  the  Committee,  and  to  allow 
tny  other  persons,  in  lieu  of  receiving  medical  benefit  under 
such  arrangements  as  aforesaid,  to  make  their  own  arrange- 
ments for  receiving  medioal  attendance  and  treatment  (in- 
cludin'T  medicines  and  appliances),  and  in  such  case  the 
C/ommittee  shall,  subject  to  the  regulations,  contribute  from 
the  funds  out  of  which  medical  benefit  is  payable  towards 
the  cost  of  medical  attendance  and  treatment  (including 
medicines  and  appliances)  for  such  persons  sums  not  exceed- 
ing m  the  aggregate  the  amounts  which  the  Cc-mmittee 
would  otherwise  have  expended  in  providing  medical  benefit 
for  them. 

(4)  The  regulations  shall  provide  that,  in  the  case  of  per 
sons  who  are  entitled  to  receive  medical  attendance  and 


treatment  under  any  system  or  through  any  institution  exist- 
ing at  the  time  of  the  passing  of  this  Act  and  approved  by 
the  Insurance  Committee  and  the  Insurance  Commissioners,- 
such  medical  attendance  and  treatment  may  be  treated  as,  or 
as  part  of,  their  medical  benefit  under  this  Part  of  this  Act,, 
and  may  provide  for  the  Committee  contributing  towards- 
the  expenses  thereof  the  whole  or  any  part  o£  the  sums  which 
would  be  contributed  in  the  case  of  persons  who  have  made' 
their  own  arrangements  as  aforesaid,  so,  however,  that  such, 
regulations  ishall  secure  that  no  person  be  deprived  of  his 
right,  if  he  so  elects,  of  selecting  the  duly  qualified  medical) 
practitioner  by  whom  he  wishes  to  be  attended  and  treated, 
in  accordance  with  the  foregoing  provisions  of  this  section. 

(5)  Every  such  Committee  shall  also  make  provision  for  the- 
supply  of  proper  and  sufficient  drugs  and  medicines  and 
prescribed  appliances  to  insured  persons  in  accordance  with 
regulations  made  by  the  Insurance  Commissioners,  which) 
shall  provide  for  the  arrangements  nrade  being  subject  to  the 
approval  of  the  Insurance  Commissioners  and  being  such  as- 
to  enable  insured  persons  to  obtain  from  any  persons,  firms, 
or  bodies  corporate  witli  whom  arrangements  have  beem 
made  such  drugs,  medicines,  and  appliances  if  ordered  by 
the  medical  practitioner  by  whom  they  are  attended,  an-d' 
shall  require  tlie  adoption  by  every  Insurance  Committee  of 
such  a  system  as  will  secure — 

(a)  The  preparation  and  publication  of  lists  of  persons,, 
firms,  and  bodies  corporate  who  have  agreed  tc 
supply  drugs,  medicines,  and  appliances  to  insured- 
persons  whose  medical  benefit  is  administered  by 
the  Coimnittee,  according  to  such  scale  of  prices  as- 
may  be  fixed  by  the  Committee ; 

(h)  A  right  on  the  part  of  any  person,  firm,  or  body  cor- 

porate desirous  of  being  included  in  any  such  list" 
as  aforesaid  of  being  so  included,  for  the  purpose 
of  supplying  such  drugs,  medicines,  and  appliances- 
as  such  pei-son,  firm,  or  body  corporate  is  entitled 
by  law  and  authorised  by  the  Committee  to  supply^ 
except  in  oases  where  the  Insurance  Commissioners- 
after  inquiry  are  satisfied  that  the  inclusion  or  con- 
tinuance of  the  person,  firm,  or  body  corporate  in- 
such  list  would  be  prejudicial  to  the  efficiency  of  the- 
service  : 
Provided  that — 

(i)  If  the  Insurance  Commissioners  are  satisfied  that  the- 

scale  of  prices  fixed  by  the  Committee  is  reasonable, 
Imt  that  the  persons,  firms,  or  bodies  corporate  in- 
cluded in  any  list  are  not  such  as  to  secure  am 
adequate  and  convenient  supply  of  drugs,  medicines, 
and  appliances  in  any  area,  they  may  dispense  with- 
the  necessity  of  the  adoption  of  such  system  as  afore- 
said as  respects  that  area  and  authorise  the  Com- 
mittee to  make  such  other  arrangements  as  the- 
Commissioners  may  approve ; 

(ii)  Except  as  may  be  provided  by  i-egulations  made  by 
the  Insurance  Commissioners,  no  arrangement  shall 
be  m-ade  by  the  Insurance  Committee  with  -a  medical 
practitioner  under  which  he  is  bound  or  agrees  to- 
supply  -drugs  or  medicine  to  any  insured  persons; 

(iii)  Subject  to  the  regulations  made  by  the  last  fore- 
going proviso  the  regulations  shall  prohibit  arrange- 
ments for  the  dispensing  of  medicines  being  made- 
with  persons  other  than  persons,  firms,  or  bodies- 
corporate  entitled  to  carry  on  the  business  of  a 
chemist  and  -druggist  under  the  provisions  of  the 
Pharmacy  Act,  1868,  as  amended  by  the  Poisons 

and  Pharmacy  Act,  1908,  who  under- 
31  k  32  A"iCT.  take  that  all  medicines  supplied  by 
0.  121.  them  to  insured  persons  shall  be  dis- 

8  Edw.  7.  pensed^  either  by  or.  under  the  direct* 
0.  55.  supervision  of   a   registered  pharma- 

cist or  by  a  person  who,  for  three 
years  immediately  prior  to  the  passing  of  this  Act, 
has  -acted  as  a  dispenser  to  a  duly  qualifi-sd  -medicat 
practitioner  or  a  public  institution  ; 

(iv)  Nothing  in  this  Act  shall  interfere  with  the  rights 
and  privileges  conferred  by  the  Apothecar'es  Act. 
55  Geo  3  ^^-'-S-  upon  any  person  qualified  under 
C   194  '        that  Act  to  act  as  an  assistant  to  any 

apothecary   in    compounding    and  dis- 
pensing medicines. 

(6)  There  shall  in  each  year  be  paid  to  the  Insurance- 
Conimittee  for  each  county  or  county  borough  out  <^f  moneys 
credited  to  a  society  wliich  has  memb-ers  resident  in  the 
county  or  county  borough  such  sum  in  respect  of  the  medical 
benefit  of  such  members  and  the  cost  of  administration 
thereof  as  may  be  agreed  between  the  society  and  committee- 
or,  in  -default  of  agreement,  may  be  determined  by  the  Insur- 
ance Co  ni  m  is  si  o  n  er  s . 

(7)  If  in  -any  year  the  -amount  payable  to  an  Insurance- 
Committee  in  resnect  of  all  nersons  for  the  administration 
of  whose  medical  benefit  it  is  responsible  is  insufficient  tc» 
meet  the  estimated  expenditure  thereon,  the  Committee  may, 
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thi-ougli  the  Insuiiunco  Commi>:>ioners,  transmit  to  tlio 
Treasury  and  to  the  council  of  the  county  or  county  borough 
an  account  showing  the  amount  so  payable  and  the  esti- 
mated expenditure,  and  the  Treasury  and  the  county  councij 
or  the  council  of  the  county  borough  may,  if  they  think  lit 
and  if  satisfied  that  the  amounts  so  payable  and  the  pro- 
posed expenditure  are  reasonable  and  proper  ia  the  circum- 
stances, sanction  the  expenditure. 

(8)  The  Treasury  and  the  council  of  tlie  county  or  county 
Iwrough  sanctioning  any  such  expenditure  as  aforesaid  shall 
thereupon  each  be  liable  to  make  good,  in  the  case  of  the 
Treasury  out  of  moneys  provided  by  Parliament,  and,  in 
the  case  of  the  council  of  a  county  or  county  borough, 
out  of  the  county  fund  or  Ixirough  fund  or  borough  rato, 
as  the  casf>  may  Ix^,  one-half  of  any  suiils  so  sanctioned  by 
them  and  expended  by  the  Insurance  Committee  on  medical 
l)enefit  in  the  course  of  the  year  in  excess  of  the  aanounts 
so  payable  to  the  Insurance  Committee  as  aforesaid. 

We  will  forward  a  reprint  of  this  matter  to  any  subscriber 
who  sends  us  a  stamped  and  addressed  envelope  (marked 
"Insurance")  for  the  purpose.  It  will  be  suitable  for 
inserting  at  p.  465  of  The  Chemists'  and  Dni(/gists'  Diary. 


PATENT  SPECIFICATIONS. 

Printed  copies  of  the  following  specifications  are  on  sale  (8d.  each) 
at  the  Patent  Office,  zs  Southampton  Buildings,  London, 
W.C.,  a  fortnigrht  after  the  notice  of  acceptance  has  appeared 
in  the  "Official  Journal"  (Patents)  of  the  eriven  dates.  Per- 
sons desirous  of  opposing  the  grant  of  a  patent  must  do  so 
in  the  prescribed  form  within  two  months  from  the  date  of 
the  "Journal"  in  which  the  notice  appeared. 


Specifications  Accepted. 

J},  r<  mbcr  (5,  1011. 

Flexible  CoJirosrnoN  or  Glue.    19853/10.  Kelly. 

M.4NUF.4CTUEE  OF  Dhy  Yeast.    27845/10.  Krius. 

Preserving  Stone.    28284/10.  Hemingway. 

Manufactures  FOR  Use  IN  Filters.    1336/11.  Candy. 

Production  of  Sterilising  Agents  in  Liquid-stehilisixg 
Plants.   4127/11.  Otto. 

Preparation  or  Putting  Up  of  the  Ingredients  Necessary 
FOR  Making  Tincture  or  an  Aqueous  Solution  of  Iodine. 
6562/11.  Overton. 

Preparation  of  Hydrogen  by  Abto-cojibustion.  9623/11. 
Jaubert. 

New  Compounds  FEOii  Blood.    11736/11.  Scheitlin. 
Enema  and  Douching  CHAiR-cojniODE.    11808/11.  Carnegie 
&  Manton. 

Tooth-brush  Holders.    11213/11.  McGrath. 
Hardening  Dental  Cements  by  Warming.    16151/11.  Geb. 
Dr.  Asch. 

Hardening  and  Waterproofing  Animal  Seins.  16810/11. 
Hartmann. 

Stable  Preparation  from  Hydrogen  Peroxide  and  Urea. 
20242/11.    Chemische  Werko  vorm.  Dr.  Heinrich  Byk. 
December  13,  1911. 

Producing  Nitrogen  Compounds.  22745/10.  Heys. 
(Nitrogen  Co.) 

Apparatus  for  Volatilising  Disinfectants,  Scents,  and 
the  Like.   2167/10.    Kingzett  and  "  Sanitas  "  Co. 

Emulsion  Products  of  Asphalt,  etc.  28178/10.  Wall- 
baum. 

Alkali  and  Alkaline-earth  Sulphides.  28261/10.  John- 
.son.    (Chemische  Fabrik  Griesheim  Elektron.) 

Apparatus  for  Handling  Invalids,  etc.  28375/10  and 
23941/10.  Skcffington. 

.-Vmber-substitute.    28491/10.    Kunisch  &  Brunn. 

Nipple-shields.    15882/11.    Rath  &  Brockmann. 

Bottle-caps.    16448/11.    Hammer  &  American  Cap  Co. 

Reducing  Tnfla5im.\bility  of  Raised  Cotton  Goods. 
17864/11.    John  Bright  &  Bros..  Ltd.,  &  Oldroyd. 

Manufacture  of  Glycero-phosphoric  Acid.  19319/10. 
Zimmerrnann.  (Chemische  Fabrik  auf  Actien,  vorm. 
E.  Schering.) 

Emulsion  Products  of  Asphalt,  etc.  23468/10.  Wail- 
baum. 

Manufacture  of  Hydrogen.   28534/10.  Barton. 

Preparation  of  Milk  of  Resin  as  Size.   29553/10.  Barat. 

Recovery  of  Corrosive  Acids  from  their  Absorbents. 
29906/10.    Hall  &  Scott. 

Pipes  for  Tob.\cco  and  Medicated  Vapour.  3405/11. 
Neal. 

Flavoupjng  Peepae-Vtion.  9214/11.  Bray,  Curtis  & 
Waugh. 

Method  of  Preventing  Explosions  of  Benzine  and  the 
Like.    11004/11.  Boehm. 
Tooth-brushes.    13024/11.  Witman. 


DtcLinbcr  10,  I'-Jll. 

Making  a  Glucose-like  Product  from  Cellulosic  A.^•iJ 
Ligneous  Materials.   23573/10.  Cohoe. 

Manufacture  of  Articles  of  Quartz  or  Silica.  25387/11. 
Burckhardt. 

Alarm  .Vppaeatus  for  Preventing  Explosions  and  Poiso.v- 
ING  BY  Gases.    28697/10.    Von  Pausinger. 

Rendering  Cellulose  Acetate  Non-flajimable.  28843/10. 
Seaton-Snowdon  &  Young. 

Destruction  of  Haemfil  Nocturnal  Insects.  29054/10. 
Gregr. 

Pads  for  Rupture-trusses.    30257/10.    Auty  &  Atkin.soa. 

Massage  Instrument  for  External  .Application  of  Medi- 
CA.MENTS.  30265/10.  Bichara  de  Paris  (England),  Ltd.,  & 
Maclarcn. 

-Apparatus  for  Determining  the  Quantity  of  Carbon 
Dioxide  in  other  Gases.    199/11.  Wocniroffe. 

Colour  Photography  on  Paper.    1937/11.  Butler. 

Appahatu.s  for  1'atients  wiTU  Fracture  of  the  Thigh,  :;ic. 
3929/11.  Rothenberg. 

Tooth-BKUSH.    5374/11.  Jones. 

Bed-slippers  and  Pans.    6747/11.  Boonzaier. 

Manufacture  of  Ammonium  Sulpil\te.   9609/11.  Vis. 

Manufacturing  Palm  Oil.  14728/11.  Cookson.  (Saurjdcrs.) 

Denaturing  Alcohol.    16153/11.  Kluge. 

Ahch-supporis  for  Flat  Feet.    17410/11.  Klein. 

Compo.sition  for  Treating  Leather,  Fabrics,  and  thb 
Like.    17461/10.  O'Kcefe. 

Cement  for  Pneujutic  Tyres.    18075/10.  Jearsain. 

.Manuf.\ctuke  of  Binding  Agents.    21667/10.  Lender. 

Nipples  foe  Feeding-bottles.   22788/10.  Bowly. 

December  29,  1911. 

Treatment  of  Iron  or  Steel  foe  the  Prevention  of 
Oxidation.    29504/10.    Heathcote  &  Rudge-Wh  it  worth,  Ltd. 

Chemical  Fire-extinguisher.    29518/10.  Ilopton. 

Sterilising  Jajis,  etc.    331/11.  Harrison. 

Stoppers  for  Syphon-bottles.   510/11.  Trigwell. 

Manuf.vctuhe  of  Quaetz-ware.    1362/11.  Burckhardt. 

Obtaining  Peroxides,  etc.,  from  Alkaline  Caebon.wes. 
3992/11.    Bollo  &  Cadenaccio. 

New  Substance  by  Condensation  of  Formaldehyde  with 
Bodies  of  the  Teepene  Series.    4649/11.    Naef  &  Thevenaz. 

Apparatus  for  Treating  Liquids  with  L'ltra-violet  Rays. 
8157  and  8158/11.  Henri,  llelbronner  &  Von  Reckling- 
hausen. 

IjOtions  for  Treating  the  Scalp.    10495/11.  Stebbins. 

Surgical  Trusses.    11559/11.  Catala-VaUs. 

Producing  Nitrogen  Compounds.  12555/11.  Schick  i 
Akt.-Ges.  fiir  Stickstoffdunger. 

Fertilisers  from  Natural  Phosph.\tes.  13890/11.  New- 
berry &  Barrett. 

Absorbent  Compound  Fabrics.    16266/11.  Assel. 

Applying  Gelatin  to  P.\per.    17851/11.  Ludwig. 

Furnaces  for  Electrolytic  Production  of  .Sodium. 
13804/11.  Scheitlin. 

Nipples  for  Nuesing-bottles.    20711/11.  Shepherd. 

Producing  Pinacone.  22795/11.  Farbenfabrikeii  vor;:i. 
F.  Bayer  &  Co. 

Nitrogen  Compounds  of  Silicon  and  Aluminium. 
25141/11.  Serpek. 

Teeat.ment  of  Lac.    25721/11.  Johannes. 

Specifications  Open  for  Inspection. 

Manufacture  of  Catheters,  etc.    23589/11.  Plisson. 
Manuf.\ctc;Re  of  Cream  of  Tartar.    25573/11.  Cor>at. 
Artifici.\l  Indiarubbee.    10420/11.    Desouches,  Riasso  & 
Duron. 

Combination  Ear-trumpet  and  Hair-pad.  15481/11.  Mes- 
senger. 

Purifying  Soda-lye  Rendered  Impure  by  the  Mekcerisa- 
tion  Process.    17626/11.  Petzold. 

Lu:mixescent  Tubes  for  Rare  Gases.  24164/11.  Soc. 
L'Air  Liquide. 

Manuf.u:ture  of  Ammonia.  24657/11.  Badische  Anilui  & 
Soda  Fabrik. 

Coffee-tablets.    26996/11.  Carreras. 

Retaining  Colour  of  Veget.vbles  and  Fruit.  27017/11. 
Blassneck. 

Producing  Digestive  -Ferment.   25879/11.  Ycnjo. 
.Applying    C.\psules    to    Bottles.    27289/11.  Wcis.-:cn- 
thanner. 

Sterilising  Fluids  by  Means  of  R.us  of  Shobt-wave 
Length.    27366/11.  Rononce. 

Acetic  Anhydride  from  AcEi.iTES.  611/11.  Th.  Gold- 
schmidt. 

Cooling  Devices  for  Ronigen  Tubes.  23325/11.  C.  II.  F. 
Muller. 

Disinfectant  Manufacture.    26694/11.  Rulke. 
De-glycerinising  Lime-soaps.    27297/11.    Krebitz  &  Vogl. 
Vibeation-m.vssage  Apparatus.   28029/11.  Dreuw. 
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SCIENTIFIC  PROGRESS. 

Temperatures  under  this  heading:  are  on  the  Centigrade  scale. 


Insipin.— A  new  tasteless  quinine  derivative  has  been  prc- 
paied,  wiiich  has  been  termed  insipin,  and  contains  72.2  per 
cent,  of  quinine.  It  is  tlie  sulphate  of  the  diglvcollic  ester  of 
quinine,  of  the  formula  0(CH.).(C0[C.„H.-,iSl20J)  ^.H^SO.. 
3H;0.  It  is  a  crystalline  powder,  insoluble  in  cold  water, 
but  easily  dissolved  by  the  aid  of  a  little  free  sulphuric  acid. 

A  OTew  Borneol  Bemedy — A  new  ester  of  borneol  has 
been  prepared,  containing  a  large  amount  of  bromine,  and 
•which  is  strongly  recommended  as  a  sedative  in  cases  where 
'bromine  is  indicated.  It  is  prepared  by  the  bromination  of 
bornyl  cinnamate,  the  resulting  compound  being  the  dibrom- 
diliydrocinnamic  ester  of  borneol  of  the  formula  CoHsCHBr  — 
CHBr.COiCioHw.  It  is  a  white,  odourless  powder,  almost 
1  a.steless,  and  insoluble  in  water,  and  melting  at  75°.  It 
contains  35  per  cent,  of  bromine,  and  is  easily  decomposed 
in  the  intestines,  liberating  free  borneol. 

A  STew  Remedy — The  bismuth  salt  of  iodoresorcin-sul- 
plionic  acid  has  been  prepared  and  placed  on  the  market  as 
a  powerful  antiseptic  powder-.  To  prepare  it,  265  grams  of 
potassium  iodo-resorcin  sulphonate  is  dissolved  in  21  parts 
of  water,  and  mixed  with  481  grams  of  bismuth  nitrate  dis- 
solved in  a  .mixture  of  glycerin  and  water.  The  liquid 
is  rendered  neutral  by  the  addition  of  sodium  bicarbonate, 
and  the  resulting  precipitate  is  washed  at  a  low  temperature 
w  ith  water  and  dried  in  vacuo.  It  is  a  brown,  amorphous 
powder  of  the  formula  (aH.(OH):iS03).BI.3Bi(OH)3. 

A  Wew  Essential  Oil.-Francesconi  and  Scavafia  ("  Gazz. 
C'liim.  Ital.,"  1911,  185)  have  obtained  from  the  herb  Santo- 
Una  cha/iicrcyparissus,  a  plant  found  in  dry  places  in  the 
Mediterranean  provinces  of  Italy  and  used  medicinally  to 
some  extent,  up  to  1.15  per  cent,  of  a  yellow,  aromatic 
•  essential  oil,  having  the  following  characters :  Sp.  gr.  at 
15-' =  0.8704;  optical  rotation,  -11.66°;  saponification- value, 
11.73  ;  acetyl-ester  value,  11.74.  On  fractionation  two  main 
fractions  were  obtained:  (1)  94"-97°,  and  (2)  98°-101°  (pres- 
siuo  not  stated).  It  contains  a  large  quantity  of  a  terpeno 
)iot  yet  identified,  a  phenolic  ester,  and  the  esters  of  ai\ 
alicyclic  alcohol. 

Iff ew  Dammar-resins.— Gottlieb  ("  Archiv  der  Phar- 
ina.^ie,"  1911.  701,  705)  has  examined  specimens  of  dammar- 
re.-ins  obtained  from  mid-Borneo.  One  of  these  was  a  recent 
resin,  the  other  a  recently  fossilised  resin.  The  characters 
•of  the  two  were  as  follows  : 


New  Eesi 
lies  in  acid,  Ca^HnO, 
liesin  acid,  Ci3lU,_,03 
Ussential  oil 
KpKcne,  C„„H.2„0 
Aciil-value 


:  about  35% 
=    „  li% 

:     ..  16% 

:  140-142 


.Syponilication-value    =  1B3.5-165.2 
iV  irew  Sedative. 


Fos-v'l  Self: I! . 
liesin  acid,  Ci.illa.iO..  =  aliout  18% 
-    •■  25% 
18% 
6% 
8% 
198,8 
201.6 


Kcsiii  acifi,  Ci.^H.,,0,. 
Kesin  acid,  Ci.^HisU.j 
Reseiie 
Essential  oil 
Acid-vaUic 
Saponification- value 

-A  patent  has  been  taken  out  by  the 
:i'\irberfabriken  vorm.  Fr.  Bayer  &  Co.  for  the  preparation 
uf  -a  series  of  new  .derivatives  of  urea,  which  are  claimed 
TO  be  very  powerful  sedatives.  For  example,  25  parts  ■of 
tho  hydrochloride  of  iso-urea-methyl-ether  is  dissolved  in 
200  parts  of  water,  and  50  parts  of  bromdiethylacetyl  bromide 
IS  added.  The  mixture  is  well  shaken,  and  normal  alkali 
solution  is  added  until  the  reaction  is  lalkaline.  Crystals 
soon  separate  out.  which  have  the  composition  of  a  brom- 
diethyl-aoetyl-isourea-methyl  ether.  This  bo>dy  crystallises 
:ii  a  pure  condition  from  petroleum  ether,  and  this  melts  at 
72^.    It  has  a  powerful  sedative  action. 

liecithin.  -  The  accurate  determination  of  this  body  is 
now  a  matter  of  considerable  importance.  Virchow  ("  Chern. 
Zeit.,"  1911,  913)  recommends  the  following:  One  gram  of 
I  he  substance  is  boiled  three  times  in  succession  with  10  c.c. 
<jf  alcohol  (99  to  100  per  cent.),  and  the  insoluble  matter 
washed  with  the  same  solvent.  The  total  aimount  of  liquid 
-hould  not  exceed  60  c.c.  The  alcohol  is  evaporated,  and  the 
residue  weighed.  It  is  then  dissolved  in  10  c.c.  of  anhydrous 
vther,  and  filtered  through  an  asbestos  filter.  The  ether  is 
evaporated  from  the  filtrate  and  washings,  and  the  dry 
residue  oxidised  with  4  c.c.  of  fuming  nitric  acid.  The 
liquid  is  poured  into  a  platinum  capsule  and  the  vessel 
washed  out  with  more  nitric  acid.  The  acid  is  evaporated, 
-a  little  sodium  carbonate  added,  and  a  little  potassium 
nitrate  to  assist  fusion.  The  whole  of  the  phosphorus  is 
present  as  phosphorus  pentoxide  in  the  melt,  and  this  is 
'•letermined  as  magnesium  pyrophosphate  in  the  usual 
manner. 

nxellatln,  a  new  Glucoslde.— Bridel  has  extracted  a 
new  glucoside  from  the  plant  Menyanthcs  irifoliata,  which 
he  terms  meliatin.    The  bruised  plant  is  extracted  with 


alcohol,  the  alcohol  evaporated,  and  the  filtered  aqueous 
liquid  concentrated  under  reduced  pressure.  On  adding  a 
large  volume  of  strong  alcohol  a  voluminous  precipitate  is 
formed.  The  clear  liquid  is  decanted,  and  the  alcohol 
evaporated.  The  syrupy  residue  is  then  extracted  with 
ether,  and  then  evaporated  to  dryness  in  vacuo.  This 
residue  is  extracted  with  alcohol,  the  alcohol  evaporated, 
the  residue  extracted  with  acetone,  the  acetone  recovered, 
the  residue  being  dissolved  in  water,  filtered,  evaporated 
to  dryness  and  recrystallised  from  absolute  alcohol.  From 
23  kilos,  of  the  plant  30  grams  of  glucoside  was  obtained. 
Meliatin  forms  white,  odourless  crystals,  with  a  bitter 
taste,  melting  at  222°  (corrected).  It  is  Isevorotatory, 
[a"D= — 82°.  It  has  the  formula  CuHssO.,  and  on  hydro- 
lysis yields  glucose  and  a  compound  of  the  formula  C9H12O.. 


INFORMATION  DEPARTMENT 


Postal  Address : 

C.  A:  D.  INFORMATION  DEPARTMENT.  42  Cannon  Street,   London,  E.C. 
Telegraphic  Address  :  "CHEMICUS  LONDON." 
Telephone  No. :  BANK  852  (two  lines). 


INFORMATION  WANTED. 

We  would  be  obligred  if  any  reader  would  inform  us  by  post- 
card or  telephone  who  are  the  makers  or  agents  of  the  articles 
mentioned  in  the  following  inquiries : 


19/68. 

27/15. 

25/7. 

25/5. 

28/28. 

24/38. 

27/35. 

28/19. 

21/11. 

25/2. 

26/18. 

28/20. 

22/32. 

23/46. 

28/190. 


Payne's  reagent. 

'"  Oxophermacan." 
"  Byronal  "  :  supply. 
"  Sekuritas  "  :  suppliers. 

"  Mater  "  feeding-bottle. 

"  Purisine  "  disinfecting  fluid. 

"  Vyto-lac  "  (a  food)  :  makers. 

"  Crown  "  brand  copper  sulphate. 

Al'den''S  black-currant  cough-syrup. 
Hirsch's  perfumes  :  itiiakers  or  agents. 

"  Seven  Barks  "  (liquid  preparation). 

"  Poudre  de  Riz  TEnohanteresse  "  :  makers. 

"  Kolene  Compound  "  (for  economising  coal). 

Bratey's  (or  Bratby's)  "Eclipse"  sputum-mug. 
"  Bunch  of  Grapes  "  brand  sulphate  of  copper. 


INFORMATION  SUPPLIED. 

During  the  past  week  we  have  answered  inquiries  as  to  the 
makers  or  sellers  of  the  following  articles.  The  information  will 
be  repeated  to  other  inquirers  who  send  to  this  Department  a 
stamped  and  addressed  envelope  for  the  purpose. 


*'  Always  Rea-dy "  food- 
warmers,  19/53 

"  Amros  "  ointment,  21/22 

Autograph  albums,  173/151 
"  Autotherm  "  flask,  19/58 

"  Avillia "  toilet  articles, 
25/6 

Bunter's  Nervine.  24/270 
Carlsbad  -  Sprudel  salt 

(powder),  19/65 
"  Carlton  "  stropping- 

machine,  20/42 
Chatelaia.e-bags,  73/152 
"Coal-Save,"  22/32 
Cockle's     antibilious  pills, 

20/38 

Colloidal  sulphur,  23/8 

Comman's  tooth-paste,  23/33 

Cottonseed  oil,  74/12 

Crystolis,  21/21 

Dental  instruments  and 
■accessories  (Trinidad  in- 
quiry), 69/17 

Dextrine,  22/31 

"  Eureka  "  tablet-machine, 
23/61 

Felspar.  23/59 

F  i  re  -e  X  t  i  n  g  u  i  s  he  rs  ( m  a  ke  rs) , 
22/63 

Furunculine  tablets  (South 
African  inquii-y),  21/56 


"  Forest  Flowers,"  23/63 
Hair-nets  (for  ladies),  73/154 
"  Holborn  "  knife-machine, 
78/9 

Joha  (Salvarsan  emulsion), 
25/68 

"Junior"  cloth-balls,  24/49 

Laotena,  23/45 

Leichner's     grease  paints 

(agents),  22/29 
O-xylithe,  26/2 

Packed      goods  (special), 
74/120 

Picture-postcards,  73/150 
Poslam  (S.  African  inquirv), 
24/50 

Potash-permanganate  bulbs 

(for  cisterns),  23/320^ 
"  Sanichief  "  medicated 

handkeix;h:efs,  20/73 
Serravallo  tonic-wine,  24/27 
Side-combs  (ladies').  73/155 
Sodium  peroxide,  17/66 
Spangler's    pills   and  oint- 
ment, 25/6 
Stationery  supplies,  73/15 
"Toinoco"  medicated  hand- 
kerchief, 20/730 
Vegetable  leaflets,^  22/6 
Venice  turpentine,  imptorters, 
25/4 
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OBSERVATIONS  &  REFLECTIONS. 

By  Xrayser  II. 


The  Same  to  You! 

It  is  a  pleasure  to  reciprocate  the  good 
wishes  of  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  for  the  New  Year, 
and  this  I  do  with  the  utmost  heartiness.  I  note  your 
remark  that  British  pharmacy  has  prospered  during  1911, 
and  this  I  believe  to  be  absolutely  true.  In  this  new 
year  many  trials  may  be  in  store  for  British  pharmacy,  but 
it  will  perhaps  be  some  consolation  to  us  to  know  that 
pharmacists  in  other  lands  are  not  much  more  fortunate. 
The  German  Apotheker  is  at  war  with  the  druggist,  as 
we  may  very  soon  be  with  the  unqualified  owners  of 
stores,  for  it  certainly  looks  as  if  the  provision  of  medical 
benefit  in  this  country  is  to  be  distributed  among  others 
than  the  qualified  pharmacists.  Then  it  seems  that  the 
Adelaide  chemists  are  to  be  subjected  to  additional 
trouble  in  the  shape  of  a  dispensary  erected  by  the 
friendly  societies,  a  form  of  competition  which  has  also 
been  foreshadowed  for  us.  The  development  of  society 
business  is  very  great  in  Adelaide,  if  we  may  judge  from 
the  salaries  that  can  be  paid  out  of  a  per  capita  allow- 
ance of  IDs.  per  annum.  Thirty  doctors  at  750Z.  each 
means  a  membership  of  45,000,  a  somewhat  large  propor- 
tion in  a  total  population  of  some  200,000.  Allowing  for 
the  usual  proportion  of  children,  one  wonders  how  much 
private  practice  is  left  for  division  among  the  other 
doctors  in  Adelaide. 

The  Pharmaceutical  Importance 

of  Mr.  Wilson  Dougal's 
paper  on  "Unusual  Sources  of  Copper"  may  be  incon- 
siderable, nevertheless  the  paper  represents  a  large 
amount  of  original  work  and  conveys  much  valuable  in- 
formation, for  which  every  pharmacist  will  be  grateful. 
Mr.  Dougal's  deduction  that  the  virtues  of  some  phar- 
maceutical preparations  are  due  to  the  destruction  of  bac- 
teria by  the  acid  they  contain  is  one  that  is  easily  verified 
and  exemplified.  For  instance,  a  case  in  point  is  the 
effect  of  dilute  sulphuric  acid  in  arresting  diarrhoea,  this 
being  no  doubt  due  to  the  destruction  by  the  acid  of 
colonies  of  the  coli  bacillus  which  give  rise  to  the  in- 
testinal fermentation  that  so  often  causes  the  trouble. 
It  is  also  well  known  that  cultures  of  bacilli  produce  acid 
as  one  of  the  normal  accompaniments  of  their  growth, 
and  unless  the  media  are  kept  neutral,  or  slightly  alkaline, 
the  development  of  the  organisms  is  retarded,  and  a  point 
arises  when  the  bacilli  are  so  enfeebled  that  they  cease 
to  multiply  further,  being  in  fact  killed  by  their  own 
acid,  or,  as  one  might  say,  stewed  in  their  own  juice. 
It  is  an  interesting  fact  also  that  cold  water  is  one  of 
the  best  germicides  we  possess.  It  has  been  repeatedly 
proved  of  many  bacilli  that  they  speedily  perish  in 
running  water,  hence  one  of  the  most  certain  means  of 
purifying  sewage  efiluents  not  yet  free  from  bacterial 
contamination  is  to  run  it  into  a  stream.  Some  organisms 
are  specially  delicate  and  cannot  survive  exposure  to  a 
fold  of  even  60°  F.  for  more  than  a  few  hours,  though 
others  are  more  resistant. 

The  Borax  Prosecutions 

reported  last  week  have  at  least  one 
moral  written  large  all  over  them ;  it  is  that  chemists 
should  buy  chemicals  of  chemical  houses  only,  and  never 
without  a  guarantee.  We  are  all  familiar  with  the  dis- 
tinction between  commercial  and  absolute  purity,  but  in 


practice  it  is  sometimes  forgotten  ;  and  it  is  to  be  feared 
that  in  some  shops,  where  the  demand  for  certain  articles 
is  mainly  for  non-medical  purposes,  it  is  not  thought 
necessary  to  stock  any  higher  quality  than  such  as  satis- 
fies the  ordinary  requirement.  But  if  it  is  found  that 
competition  necessitates  the  keeping  of  the  commercial 
quality  for  sale  in  large  quantities,  a  quality  answering 
the  requirements  of  the  B.P.  ought  also  to  be  kept  for 
medical  purposes,  and  distinction  between  the  two  made 
upon  the  labels.  My  own  experience  is  that  to  keep 
only  the  higher  quality  for  all  purposes  is  the  best  policy, 
for  even  when  a  considerable  sacrifice  in  profit  has  to  be 
suffered  (it  is  not  usually  a  very  serious  one)  the  col- 
lateral results  of  being  known  to  deal  only  in  "the  best  " 
more  than  repays  us.  There  may  be  a  few  exceptions, 
but  there  are  not  many.  This  is  a  second  moral,  and 
it  does  not  arise  directly  out  of  the  cases  reported, 
because,  so  far  as  the  pharmacist  was  concerned,  there 
was  no  question  of  profit ;  whatever  he  was  supplied  with 
he  paid  the  highest  price  for  it.  It  is  here  that  my  first 
moral  comes  in.  As  pharmacists  we  have  no  reason  to 
complain  that  a  higher  standard  is  demanded  from  us 
than  from  oilmen ;  we  exist  for  the  purpose  of  supplying 
the  highest  possible  quality  of  everything  we  deal  in. 

Christmas  Weather-lore, 

to  which  reference  was  made  in 
these  columns  last  week,  is  ail  in  the  same  strain,  but 
is  nevertheless  quite  contrary  to  fact.  There  is  scarcely 
a  proverb  relating  to  this  season  which  does  not  repre- 
sent a  mild  winter  as  unhealthy,  and  yet  the  returns  of 
the  Eegistrar-General  show  that  the  mortality  of  the 
winter  months  is  always  in  proportion  to  the  intensity 
of  the  cold,  and  pharmacists  are  well  aware  that  their 
business  is  most  brisk  when  the  weather  is  most  incle- 
ment. It  may  be  that  our  weather-wise  ancestors  spoke- 
prospectively  in  these  saws,  but  even  so  they  w-ere  wrong. 
They  thought  an  open  winter  would  have  to  be  paid  for 
by  a  cold  spring,  but  did  not  consider  a  cold  spring  un- 
healthy, for  they  said,  "An  ague  in  spring  is  physic 
for  a  king,"  and,  again,  "  A  hot  May  makes  a  fat  church- 
yard.'' And,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  there  is  no  ground  for 
supposing  that  a  frosty  winter  prevents  future  epidemics. 
Ray  notes  that  the  winter  of  1656-7  was  one  of  the  mildest 
on  record,  yet  was  followed  by  a  healthy  summer, 
whereas  the  great  plague  of  1565  was  preceded  by  an 
unusually  severe  winter.  It  is,  by  the  way,  amusing  to 
liear  a  snowy  Christmas  spoken  of  as  "  an  old-fashioned  " 
one,  the  Christmases  of  olden  time  having  been  very  much 
what  they  are  now  in  respect  to  weather.  I  possess 
copies  of  Partridge's  Almanacs  for  all  the  years  from  1715 
to  1745,  and  in  the  margins  of  the  calendars  some  former 
owner  has  noted  the  weather  of  every  week.  The  average 
weather  at  this  season  was  as  nearly  as  possible  what  we- 
are  accustomed  to.  Three  or  four  times  only  in  all  this- 
period  a  severe  Christmas  occurred,  and  in  each  case  it 
was  noted  as  "A  real,  old-fashioned  Christmas,"  just  as 
it  would  be  now;  but  usually  the  entry  is  "warm,  melch 
[soft]  weather."  This  was  in  Yorkshire.  So  much  for 
tradition  ! 


"Diseases  and  Remedies." — The  fourth  edition  of  this 
useful  book  for  chemists  has  recently  been  published  by 
the  C.  <£•  D.  It  is  a  concise  survey  of  the  most  modero 
methods  of  medicine,  telling  the  nature  of  ailments  and  de- 
scribing the  methods  of  treatment.  The  fourth  edition  has 
been  carefully  revised  by  a  general  medical  practitioner, 
and  certain  parts  of  the  book  have  been  entirely  rewritten. 
It  is  published  at  3s,  (by  post  3s.  3f7.),  and  can  be  obtained 
from  the  C.  cfr  D.  offices  in  London  or  Australia  and  frons 
the  wholesale  and  sundries  houses. 
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Good  Winter  Lines 

FOR 

LUNG  «,  THROAT 
AFFECTIONS. 

*'  To  breatho  '  Sanitas  '   is  to  breathe 
health.  '— Guiiitox   Stables.   c.:\i.,  m.d., 

  Each. 

"SANITAS "Bronchitis Kettles  2/6 

and  in  Solid  Brass     -    -  7/6 

"SANITAS"  Inhalers-    -    -  2/6 

"SANITAS"  Pocket  Inhalers  1/- 

"  SANITAS  '  Oil  1/-  &  4/-  Bottles. 

"SANITAS  Embrocation, 

1/-  &  2/6  Bottles. 

PAMPHLETS  FREE. 

The  "Sanitas"  Cc, 

LIMITED. 

LONDON,  E. 


39 


MILK  OF  MAGNESIA 

(Registered  Trade  Mark) 

(PHILLIPS') 

f^r  sj)  eia)  tefins  apply  to  THE  CHARLES  H.  PHILLIPS  CHEMICAL  CO., 

14  Henrietta  Street,  Covent  Garden,  W.C. 


S.V.Mi 

J^.BiirronghLtd. 


METHYLATED  SPIRIT 

Also  RECTIFIED  SPIRIT. 

S.V.R. 

D.I.  Cale  Distil'ery,  Hutton  flOoA 
LAMBETH,  S.E. 


^^mCOX.  JOZEAU  I  co^^ 
^^Dlle^JM'kel .  London .  SAV^^ 

fls   Imporlers-ajid  Exporters  o} 


FRENCH  and  all  FOREIGN 
PROPRILTARY  MEDICINES. 


Price  List    on  Applic 

5peciai.l    •  F.xpoi't    •  !e 

Foreign  •  Prescriptions 

Dispensed- Jor  •  Pharmac 


C.    &.   D.  BOORS. 

EVERYONE  PRACTICAL,  MONEY  MAKING,  &  MONEY  SAVING. 

PHARMACEUTICAL    FORMULAS.      (New  Edition.)     10/-,  by 
Post  10/(i. 

ART  OF  DISPENSING.  (8th  Edition.)  550'pages.  6/-,  by  Post  6/4. 
VETERINARY    COUNTER    PRACTICE.     (5th  Edition.)   4/-,  by 

Post  4/4. 

THE  CHEMIST-OPTICIAN.    4/ ,  bv  Post  4/3. 
ELEMENTARY  DISPENSING  PRACTICE.    3  6,  by  Post  3/9 
DISEASES  AND  REMEDIES.    (New  Edition.)  3/-,  by  Post  3/3. 
PRACTICAL  METHODS  OF  URINE  ANALYSIS.    2/6,  by  Post  2/9. 
THE  CHEMISTS'  MEDICAL  DICTIONARY.   2/6,  by  Post  2/8 
GUIDE  TO  PRELIMINARY  E.X AMINATIONS.    2/6  by  Post  2/9. 
MANUAL  OF  PHARMACEUTICAL  TESTING.    2/6,  by  Post  2/9. 
OPENING  A  PHARMACY.    (New  Edition.)   2/6,  by  Post  2/9. 


GRIMBLE'S 

MALT  VINEGAR 

London,  Edinburg-h  &  Bristol. 


FLETCHERS' 


FOR  TINCTURES,  INFUSIONS, 
AND  SYRUPS. 


CONCENTRATED 


Sole  Proprietors : 
FLETCHER,  FLETCHER  &  CO.,  Ltd 
London  and  Sydney. 


LIQUORS 


Editorial  Articles. 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST,  42  CANNON  STRIET,  LONDON,  E.C 

A\bo  Stocked  by  leading  WTiolesalo  Houses. 


Vol.  LXXX. 

This  week,  with  No.  1,667,  the  eightieth  volume  of  The 
Chemist  and  Dexjggist  i§  commenced.  The  number  is 
sufficiently  large  to  be  venerable,  but  we  should  be  sorry 
to  advance  that  as  a  claim  for  respect,  since  our  place 
among  the  trade  journals  of  the  British  Empire  has  not 
been  secured  by  growing  old,  but  by  progressing  with  the 
drug-trade  and  by  strict  attention  to  business.  It  was  as 
a  business  journal  that  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  was 
founded,  and  while  keeping  the  bread-and-butter  point 
of  view  as  the  leading  object,  the  conductors  have  never 
neglected  those  subjects  upon  which  the  art  of  pharmacy 
is  based.  Nor  have  they  forgotten  that  an  independent 
journal  is  a  necessity  for  chemists  and  druggists, 
especially  since  the  pursuit  of  their  business  has  come 
under  statutory  control,  a  circumstance  which  too  often 
in  the  history  of  the  British  people  has  had  the  effect  of 
warping  individual  effort  and  circumscribing  enterprise. 
These  sequential  results  are  probably  unavoidable,  and  the 
fact  that  they  do  occur  is  sometimes  taken  as  evidence  that 
they  are  natural ;  if  so,  they  are  none  the  less  detri- 
mental, and  our  experience  proves  that  such  pernicious  in- 
fluences upon  business  can  be  checked  or  reduced  to  a 
minimum  by  giving  full  information  in  regard  to  them, 
promptly  or  by  intelligent  anticipation,  which  is  possible 
only  in  an  independent  journal.  But  these  are  not  the 
only  factors  concerned  with  the  reputation  and  position 
in  the  world "s  Press  of  The  Chemist  and  Druggist.  As 
representing  some  of  these  we  may  point  to  the  Index  of 
vol.  Ixxix.,  which  was  included  in  our  issue  of  last  week; 
two  like  it  yearly  showing  thousands  of  things  which  go 
to  th-e  making  of  the  utility  of  this  journal.  Yet  even 
these  are  not  a  full  explanation,  for  in  a  large  measure 
the  value  of  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  rests  upon 
the  fact  that  it  is  subscribed  for  by  the  right  people,  is 
read  by  them,  and  it  has  become  to  them  an  exchange  in 
respect  to  all  that  concerns  their  business.  This  is  well 
exemplified  in  our  Coloured  Supplement,  which  for  fully 
a  quarter  of  a  century  has  been  devoted  to  announcements 
respecting  businesses  and  situations  which  everyone  in  the 
drug-trade  has  personal  acquaintance  with  at  some  time 
or  another.  During  the  past  year  we  published  nearly 
twelve  thousand  of  these  advertisements,  and  the  following 
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tabular  statement  regardin^i  them  will,  we  feel  sure, 
interest  readers  : 


Wanted 

Businesses 
for 
Disposal 

Sit  nations 
Open 

Si  t  nat  ions 
Waiitoil 

Jaiiiiary  t"  March  ... 
April  til  .7 lino 
July  to  Si'ptenilier  .. 
•Oct  ol '61'  to  Decemlicr 

5"? 
an 

32 

56fi 
fiR8 
687 
492 

833 
1.040 
l.Wi 

£64 

1,391 
1.H6 
1,267 
1,209 

187 

Z.Z33 

4,U2 

5,006 

From  our  point  of  view  these  figures  are  a  splendid  demon- 
stration of  the  fact  that  The  Chkmist  and  Drtjgcist  is 
the  masters'  business  paper.  The  five  thousand  assis- 
tants who  advertised  in  it  last  year  knew  that  they  were 
appealing  direct  to  employers,  because  it  is  of  such  that 
our  sub.scribers  consist,  with  few  exceptions,  and  these 
chiefly  potential  masters  to  whom  announcements  of  busi- 
nesses for  disposal  directly  appeal.  It  is  interesting  to 
note  how  the  demands  for  assistants  and  for  situations 
vary  and  differ  according  to  the  seasons.  In  the  first 
quarter  of  the  year  a  greater  number  of  as.sistants  are  :n 
the  market  than  at  any  other  period,  and  at  no  other 
time  are  the  opportunities  for  employment  so  few  as  in 
this  quarter.  On  the  other  hand,  the  chief  demand  for 
assistants  from  masters  is  in  the  middle  of  the  year, 
especially  the  holiday  quarter,  July  to  September,  due 
*ipparently  to  demand  for  extra  labour  in  holiday  and 
seaside  resorts.  The  fact  must  not,  however,  be  over- 
looked that  Supplement  announcements  are  inserted  also 
by  the  manufacturing  and  wholesale  sections  of  the  trade 
as  well  as  the  retail:  this  again  being  an  index  of  the 
unique  position  of  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  among 
trade  journals.  It  will  also  be  noted  from  the  table  that 
the  number  of  businesses  for  disposal  is  fairly  constant 
throughout  the  year ;  the  decrease  shown  in  the  last 
quarter  may  be  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  the  end 
of  the  business  year  i.s  near,  and  it  is  one  of  the  best 
quarters  for  trade.  The  character  of  the  announcements, 
apart  from  their  reference  to  retail,  wholesale,  or  manu- 
•facturing,  is  another  important  factor;  but  it  cannot  be 
dealt  with  minutely  on  this  occasion,  except  to  say 
that  every  issue  of  the  Supplement  reflects  the  fact 
that  The  Chejiist  and  DnrGGi.sT  is  International  as  well 
■as  Imperial  in  circulation  and  influence ;  there  is 
scarcely  a  country  in  the  world  from  which  we  do  not  at 
some  time  or  other  get  advertisements  for  our  Coloured 
Supplement.  This  is  symptomatic  of  the  business-bringing 
properties  of  The  Chemist  and  Druggist,  but  this 
is  a  moral  which  we  may  safely  leave  in  other  hands. 


American  Misbranding. 

The  Food  and  Drugs  Act  of  the  United  States  of 
America  has  given  rise  to  many  legal  questions,  and  the 
"decisions  in  some  of  them  are  of  international  importance. 
Among  a  number  of  judgments  which  have  recently  been 
issued  officially  is  one  of  the  alleged  misbranding  of 
Antikamnia  Tablets."  which  illustrates  in  a  pertinent 
way  how  officials,-  even  in- the  United  States,  carry  the 
law  further  than  they  are  entitled  to.  In  this  case  action 
was  taken  in  respect  to  100  packages  of  antikamnia 
tablets  in  the  pcsseesion  of  the  Washington  Wholesale 
Drug  Exchange,  it  being  alleged  that  they  were  mis- 
branded  in  violation  of  ths  Act  because  they  contained 
acetphonetidin  (phenacetin).  and  the  label  failed  to  bear 
a  statement  that  this  ingredient   is    "a    derivative  of 


acetanilide."  It  will  be  seen  from  the  C.  <L-  D.  Diary, 
1912,  p.  444,  that  the  Act  requires  the  name  of  the  sub- 
stance and  its  proportion  to  be  on  the  label.  The  regula- 
tions made  under  the  Act  by  the  Department  charged 
with  its  administration  have  gone  further,  so  that  it  seems 
that  "phenacetin"  is  not  enough  to  say,  and  that  it  must 
bo  qualified  with  the  statement  as  to  its  being  a  deriva- 
tive, etc.  The  Antikamnia  Chemical  Co.  took  up  thi- 
defence  before  the  Su|neme  Court  of  the  DLstrict  of 
Columbia,  and  Chief  Justice  Clabaugh,  in  the  course  of 
his  judgment,  sustaining  the  company's  contention  that  the 
tablets  were  not  misbranded,  pointed  out  that  while  the 
three  Secretaries  have  the  right  to  make  all  needful  and 
necessary  regulations  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  the  Act 
into  effect,  they  did  more  than  this  in  framing  the  regula- 
tions, among  them  one  stating  that  it  is  "  essential  for 
the  manufacturers  to  place  upon  the  label  the  derivative 
and  to  show  not  only  that  it  is  a  derivative,  but  shall 
further  add  to  that  the  drug  from  which  it  is  a  deriva- 
tive." This  regulation  he  held  to  be  wrong,  and  that 
it  is  not  necessary  to  say  on  a  label  of  antikamnia  tablets 
that  acetphenetidin  is  a  "  derivative  of  acetanilide."  This 
decision  has  been  upheld  by  the  Court  of  Appeals  of  the 
District  ot  Columbia,  but  the  Government  Department  is 
taking  the  case  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States. 
In  this  case  the  initial  issue  has  developed  into  the  much 
more  important  question  of  the  right  of  Government 
servants  to  extend  statutes  by  means  of  regulations 
beyond  the  limits  laid  down  by  the  Statute.  The  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States  has  had  this  question  already 
discussed  before  it,  but  on  a  somewhat  different  issue. 
It  had  been  held  by  a  grand  jury  of  the  Western  District 
of  Missouri  that  the  Dr.  Johnson  Remedy  Co.  had  mis- 
branded  "  Dr.  Johnson's  Mild  Combination  Treatment  for 
Cancer  "  in  violation  of  the  Act,  because  the  drugs  com- 
prising the  "'treatment"  bore  false  and  misleading  state- 
ments as  to  their  therapeutic  value  in  the  treatment  and 
cure  of  cancer.  The  matter  was  carried  on  legal  grounds, 
which  need  not  be  entered  into  here,  to  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States,  and  j\Ir.  Justice  IJolmes  (son 
of  the  late  Dr.  Oliver  Wendell  Holmes)  delivered  the 
opinion  of  the  Court  quashing  the  indictment.  In  the 
course  of  his  judgment  Mr.  Justice  Holmes  said  by 
Section  4  of  the  Act  "the  determination  whether  an 
article  is  misbranded  is  left  to  the  Bureau  of  Chemistry 
.:f  the  Department  of  Agriculture,  which  is  most  natural 
if  the  question  concerns  ingredients  and  kind,  but  hardly 
so  as  to  medical  effects,"  and  further  on  he  said  : 

"  We  shall  say  nothing  as  to  the  limits  of  constitutioml 
power,  and  but  a  word  as  to  what  Congress  was  likely  to 
attempt.  It  was  much  more  likely  to  regulate  commerce  in 
food  and  drugs  with  reference  to  plain  matter  of  fact,  so 
that  food  and  drugs  should  be  what  they  professed  to  be. 
when  the  kind  was  stated,  than  to  distort  the  uses  of  its 
constitutional  power  to  establishing  criteria  iu  regions  wnere 
opinions  are  far  apart." 

Mr.  Justice  Hughes  dissented  from  the  judgment, 
which,  it  will  be  observed,  puts  a  curb  upon  the  Depart- 
ment's somewhat  notorious  decisions  in  regard  to  the 
therapeutic  properties  of  many  drugs.  These  two  cases 
are  worth  consideration  at  the  present  time,  when  we 
are  on  the  eve  of  investigation  of  the  trade  in  such  remedies 
in  this  country.  So  far  as  secret  remedies  are  concerned 
the  Food  and  Drug  Act  of  the  United  States  was  formu- 
lated by  agitators  such  as  we  have  in  this  country,  and 
some  of  them  are  among  the  administrators  of  the  Act. 
They  have  outrun  the  constable  in  several  directions,  and 
although  the  remedy  provided  by  the  Constitution  has 
been  effective,  as  exemplified  in  these  cases,  it  is  an  expen- 
sive process.    Xo  doubt  American  as  well  as  Australian 


Index    Folio  17 


50 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


Januaet  6,  1912 


experience  will  be  cited  in  the  British  Inquiry ;  there- 
fore it  will  be  necessary  to  keep  in  mind  how  the 
American  Courts  have  treated  the  administration  of  the 
American  Act,  as  the  judgments  (most  of  them  supporting 
the  administration)  are  most  instructive. 


Bath  Preparations. 

In  our  issue  of  December  2,  1911,  index  folio  817,  we 
referred  to  the  change  of  official  opinion  regarding  the 
dutiability  of  preparations  to  be  mixed  with  the  water  of 
the  bath,  foot-bath  tablets  being  the  immediate  cause  of 
the  observations.  In  the  late  Mr.  E.  N.  Alpe's  time  such 
preparations  were  not  under  any  circumstances  regarded 
as  being  chargeable  with  medicine  stamp-duty.  Now  they 
are.  A  day  or  two  later  we  received  from  a  subscriber  a 
label  bearing  the  folwwing  winding  : 

Ubic-acid  Bath  Salts. 
Directions. 

Dissolve  the  contents  of  one  packet  in  a  bath  full 
of  hot  water. 

The  water  should  be  as  hot  as  can  be  comfortably 
borne. 

In  severe  cases  the  contents  of  two  packets  may  be 
used  for  one  bath. 

If  it  is  convenient  to  use  a  full  bath,  or  for  local 
affections  fomentations  may  be  used  for  this  purpose, 
use  two  tablespoonfuls  of  the  uric-aeid  salts  to  a 
gallon  of  hot  water,  and  bathe  the  affected  parts. 
Sole  Proprietor:  (here  followed  name  and  addi-ess). 
We  recommended  our  subscriber  to  submit  copies  of  the 
label  to  the  Board  of  Customs  and  Excise,  which  be  did, 
and  he  has  now  received  the  following  reply  (No. 
January  1,  1912)  : 

Sib, — In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  6th  ultimo,  I  am 
directed  by  the  Board  of  Customs  and  Excise  to  inform  you 
that  the  use  of  the  label  in  question  involves  liability  to 
medicine  stamp-duty  as  recommending  the  preparation  for 
the  prevention,  cure,  or  relief  of  a  distemper,  malady,  ail- 
ment, disorder,  or  complaint,  incident  to  or  affecting  the 
human  body. 

I  return  the  duplicate  label,  and  also  enclose,  for  your 
information,  a  memoi'andum  on  the  subject  of  this  duty. 
I  am  Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  Bybne,  Secretary. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  only  references  on  the 
label  to  an  ailment  are  contained  in  the  words  "  for  local 
affections"  and  "the  affected  parts."  We  do  not  sup- 
pose that  the  Board  consider  "  uric  acid  "  to  be  a  dis- 
temper of  the  human  body,  but  it  is  not  improbable  that 
uric  acid  may  be  so  referred  to  in  describing  the  proper- 
ties of  medicines  as  to  make  it  appear  to  be  a  malady  of 
the  human  body.  Apart  from  these  considerations,  it 
must  now  be  clearly  understood  by  manufacturers  and 
vendors  of  bath-salts  that  they  come  within  the  general 
charge  of  medicine  stamp-duty.  All  printed  matter  regard- 
ing bath-preparations  should  be  revised  and  reference  to 
ailments  eliminated  if  they  are  not  stamped. 


The  Insurance  Act. 

We  are  indebted  to  iVIr.  J.  C.  Pentney  for  the  following 
copy  of  a  letter  which  he  has  received  from  his  friend  Lord 
Weardale  regarding  his  Lordship's  endeavour  in  the  House 
of  Lords  to  obtain  representation  for  chemists  on  the 
Advisory  Committee  of  the  National  Insurance  Act  : 

3  Carlton  Gardens,  S.W.,  December  23,  1911. 
,  Deab  Mil.  Pentney, — I  moved  your  amendments  in  the 
House  of  Lords,  but  the  Government  refused  to  accept  any 
of  them.  I  also  saw  Mr.  Lloyd  George  about  them,  and  he 
said  he  would  p&rsonally_  have  been  glad  to  see  the  chemists 
on  the  Advisory  Committee,  but'  the  difficulties  were  too 
great. 

All  good  things  for  Christmas  and  the  New  Year. 
'■■    '  Yours  sincerely, 

\A'eaedale. 


This  is  rather  a  surprising  letter.  Full  representation 
was  given  to  the  doctors  because  their  pecuniary  interests 
are  affected  by  the  Act.  The  very  same  reason  applies  to- 
chemists,  and  we  should  like  to  know  what  the  difficulties 
are  that  Mr.  Lloyd  George  referred  to,  unless  they  be  the 
somewhat  contemptuous  opinions  expressed  by  Viscount 
Haldane  in  the  House  of  Lords.  Mr.  Pentney,  in  a  cover- 
ing letter  to  us,  says  :  "  My  own  feeling  is  that  we  ought 
not  to  be  content  without  representation,  and  this  I  think 
might  be  obtained  by  agitation."  It  is  undoubtedly  de- 
sirable that  chemists  should  not  be  cjuiescent  in  this- 
matter,  and  we  trust  that  at  next  week's  meeting  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Council  steps  will  be  taken  to  secure  the 
representation  on  the  Advisory  Committee  which  Viscount 
Haldane  stated  might  be  obtained  through  the  Insurance 
Commissioners. 

Matters  are  becoming  a  trifle  less  ominous  among  medical 
men,  but  the  fire  is  being  kept  alive  by  "The  Times," 
whose  subscription  department  has  recently  issued  a  special 
appeal  to  medical  practitioners  offering  them  reduced 
terms.  Organisations  opposed  to  the  British  Medical 
Association  or  to  reform  that  body  from  within  are  m 
the  air,  but  the  chief  event  of  the  past  week  is  an  attack 
upon  Mr.  Smith  Whitaker,  who  has  been  accused  of  pre- 
venting a  division  in  the  House  of  Commons  on  ' '  the  two- 
pound  limit."  This  is  one  of  the  six  cardinal  pointe 
made  by  the  British  Medical  Association,  and  the  Govern- 
ment would  go  no  further  in  the  Act  than  to  provide  for 
it  by  reference.  When  this  was  under  consideration  a 
■division  had  been  arranged  for  on  behalf  of  the  Associa- 
tion, but  was  abandoned.  Mr.  Whitaker  repudiates 
responsibility,  but  admits  having  written  a  letter 
on  August  2  expressing  the  reluctance  of  medical 
men  to  the  proposed  course.  The  letter  was  showrs 
to  Sir  PhiliiD  Magnus  (who  was  leading  the  medical 
attack),  and  he  says  it  influenced  his  decision  not  to 
carry  the  opposition  to  a  division.  Dr.  C.  Addison,  M.P., 
and  Sir  Henry  Craik,  M.P.,  also  join  in  this  "Times'' 
correspondence,  which  illustrates  well  the  imbroglio  that 
the  medical  question  under  the  Act  has  reached. 

Imperial  Pharmaceutical  Reciprocity. 

At  the  November  Council-meeting  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  of  Great  Britain  th©  question  of  reciprocity  of 
pliarmaceutical  diplomas  between  Great  Britain  and  the 
Colonies  came  nearer  realisation.  The  power  to  recognise 
Colonial  certificates  was  given  by  the  Poisons  and  Phar- 
macy Act,  1908,  and  at  that  Council-meeting  the  necessary- 
by-laws  were  read  a  first  time.  Simultaneously  there  were 
submitted  to  the  Colonies,  through  the  Colonial  Office, 
the  following  suggestions  as  a  basis  upon  which  leciprocity 
agreements  might  be  arrived  at  : 

(1)  No  application  for  registration  to  be  considered  from 
persons  who  have  been  registered  without  examination 
either  in  the  Colonies  or  in  Great  Britain. 

(2)  Every  applicant  to  produce  evidence  of  having  passed 
at  Preliminary  examination  which  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Council  is  ,a  sufficient  guarantee  of  a  sound  preliminarj" 
educational  training. 

(3)  Every  applicant  to  produce  evidence  of  having  served- 
subsequently  to  his  passing  the  Preliminary  examination,  at 
least  three  years  in  the  translation  and  dispensing  of  pre- 
scriptions in  the  shop  of  a  registered  chemist. 

(4)  Evei-y  applicant  to  produce  evidence  of  sufficient  syste- 
matic study  before  entry  for  the  Qualifying  examination. 

(5)  Every  -applicant  to  furnish  evidence  of  having  passed' 
a  Qualifying  examination  practically  equal  in  scope  an<3 
standard  to  the  e.xamination  of  the  Phai-niaceutical  Society 
of  Great  Britain,  and  of  having  registered  in  the  Colony" 
from  which  he  makes  his  application. 

(6)  Every  applicant  to  pay  fees  equal  to  those  paid  by 
candi-dates  for  registration  under  the  Pharmacy  Acts  of  Great 
Britain. 

(7)  All  evidence  to  be  vouched  for  by  the  Registrar  of  the 
Colonial  examining  authority  granting  the  certificates  pro- 
duco-d. 

(8)  Each  examining  authority  to  submit  full  particulars- 
of  scope  and  .standard  of  examination  requirements. 

(9)  Periodical  interchange  of  examination  data  to  take 
place  between  Great  Britain  and  the  Colonial  Boards. 

These  suggestions  are  now  being  considered  by  Colonial 
Pharmacy  Boards,  and  we  reprint  them  from  a  Canadian- 
contemporary  as  being  of  exceptional  interest  to  the  home- 
trade  as  well. 
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Copaiba. 

By  Ernest  J.  Parr^ ,  B.Sc,  F.I.C. 


[N  a  valuable  paper  by  Cocking  {€'.  <£•  D.,  1910,  H.,  51) 
it  is  stated  that  the  optical  rotation  of  the  essential 
■oil  obtained  from  genuine  samples  of  copaiba  is  invari- 
ably higher  than  that  of  the  first  10  per  cent,  distilled 
from  the  oil.  This  suggested  feature  of  copaiba  is 
recommended  as  a  test  for  oil  of  copaiba  for  adoption  in 
the  next  edition  of  the  British  Pharmacopoeia.  I  trust, 
however,  that  this  test  will  not  be  included,  at  all  events 
'until  a  good  deal  of  further  work  lias  been  carried  out  on 
this  drug,  and  the  object  of  this  note  is  to  give  the 
i'easons. 

In  the  first  place,  the  conditions  of  distillation  must  be 
laid  down  with  very  great  exactitude.  From  a  number  of 
•experiments  I  am  convinced  that  it  is  a  waste  of  time,  to 
•determine  the  optical  rotation  of  the  essential  oil  at  all, 
unless  it  be  separated  from  the  resin  by  steam-distilla- 
tion. It  is  practically  impossible  to  obtain  an  essential 
•oil  by  any  other  method  of  distillation  which  is  free 
from  decomposition  products  of  the  resin.  For  instance, 
.a  sample  recently  examined,  which  yielded  42  per  cent, 
•of  essential  oil  on  steam-distillation,  having  an  optical 
rot-ation  -10°  30/,  was  carefully  distilled  at  reduced 
pressure  (not  exceeding  25  mm.)  until  40  per  cent,  was 
•obtained.  This  oil  had  an  optical  rotation  of  -7°.  The 
•oil  so  obtained  should  always  be  fractionally  distilled 
under  very  reduced  pressure,  or  it,  in  its  turn,  will,  as 
.stated  by  Cocking,  undergo  some  decomposition.  This  is 
well  illustrated  by  an  example  given  by  Cocking  {loc.  cit.) 
•when  the  same  oil  was  distilled  under  reduced  pressure 
.and  at  ordinary  pressure  : 


Reduced 

Ordinary 

Fraction 

Pressure 

Pressure 

Original  oil   

-22.9° 

-22.9° 

First  fraction   

-21.3° 

-  9.3° 

Spcond 

-21.3° 

-10° 

Third  „   

-21.1° 

-10.2° 

Fourth  ,,   

-21  5° 

-10.4° 

Fifth  ,,   

-21.7° 

-10.5° 

Sixth  ,,   

-22  8° 

-1L° 

Spvi^nth  ,,   

-25° 

-11.5° 

Eighth  „   

-23.8° 

-11.4° 

Ninth   

-24.6° 

-  9.6° 

Tenth  ,,   

-27.9° 

-10.4° 

enormous  differences  to 

be  observed 

here  indicate 

tthat  unless  the  conditions  be  absolutely  constant,  the 
a'esults  will  be  totally  unreliable. 

I  have  recently  had  occasion  to  examine  several  consign- 
ments of  Rlaracaibo  copaiba,  shipped  from  an  undeniably 
•i'eliable  source,  which  I  am  sure  were  genuine,  and  I  do 
3iot  find  that  they  possess  this  character — that  of  yielding 
.-an  essential  oil  with  a  higher  optical  rotation  than  that  of 
its  first  10  per  cent,  fraction.  Three  of  these  samples  had 
Ihe  following  characters  on  fractional  distillation  of  the 
•oil,  which  was  obtained  by  steam-distillation,  and  was 
•then  fractionated  at  a  pressure  of  18  to  25  mm.  : 


1 

3 

Original  oil 

-10°  40' 

-U 

-13° 

First  fractit)!!  .. 

-12°  20' 

-15° 

-13° 

Second  ,, 

-11°  10' 

-14° 

-13°  10' 

Ihird  ,, 

-  9°  15' 

-13° 

-12° 

Fourth  ,, 

-  9°  20' 

-12° 

-12° 

Fifth  „ 

-10° 

-12°  3V 

-12° 

Sixth  ,, 

-10°  10' 

-13° 

-12°  15' 

Seventh,, 

-10°  12' 

-14°  30' 

-12°  30' 

Eighth  „ 

-10°  30' 

-14°  50' 

-13°  30' 

Ninth  „ 

-11°  20' 

- 15°  15' 

-13°  50' 

Tenth  

-12° 

-16° 

-14°  10' 

These  samples  were  imported  direct  into  England  from 
South  America,  and  were  quite  normal  in  character.  If 
the  very  small  increase  in  the  optical  rotation  of  the  first 
fraction  were  in  reality  due  to  the  presence  of  African 
■copaiba,  it  would  indicate  so  small  an  adulteration  as  not 
to  be  worth  doing. 

I  suggest  that  before  any  test,  so  obviously  on  the 
borderline  of  accuracy,  one  way  or  the  other,  is  adopted 
for  official  purposes,  it  is  necessary  that  a  large  number 
■of  samples  of  oils  distilled  from  various  copaibas  by  means 
■of  «team  should  be  carefully  examined. 


OPTICAL  OBSERVATIONS. 

By  a  Chemist-Optician. 


These  notes  are  in  most  cases  supplementary  to  the  information 
grivcn  in  "  The  Chemist-Optician  "  ("  C.  &  D."  Office,  4s.),  which 
is  a  treatise  specially  written  for  Chemists. 

The  Fitting  of  Spectacles  and  Eyeglasses. 

One  point,  and  that  of  the  greatest  importance,  is  often 
overlooked  in  the  fitting  of  glasses— viz.,  the  effect  they 
have  on  the  wearer's  personal  appearance.  Any  optician 
can  easily  demonstrate  this  to  his  own  satisfaction  by  try- 
ing on  the  features  of  an  obliging  friend  various  sizes 
and  patterns  of  spectacles  and  eyeglasses,  noting  how  too 
small  a  lens  on  a  long,  thin  face  accentuates  the  length, 
while  a  larger  lens  gives  an  appearance  of  greater  round- 
ness to  the  features.  Where  the  pupillary  distance  admits 
it,  large  lenses,  as  a  rule,  have  a  better  effect,  the  point 
to  remember  being  that  as  the  j^ture  is  the  essential, 
and  not  the  frame,  spectsjeles  and  eyeglasses  should  be  60 
fitted  that  a  friend  meeting  the  wearer  should  not  be  im- 
mediatel.y  conscious  of  any  alteration  in  the  latter's  appear- 
ance. When  we  look  round  a  crowded  railway-carriage 
or  tram-car  and  note  the  room  for  improvement  in  this 
respect,  and  reflect  upon  the  loss  in  comfort  and  appear- 
ance the  wearers  are  sustaining,  it  behoves  us  to  put  our 
houses  in  order  and  see  what  we  can  do  individually  to 
remedy  this  condition. 

Centering  the  Lenses. 

First,  as  to  centering.  This  is  a  point  to  which  every 
optician  worthy  of  the  name  in  the  present  day  rightly 
pays  attention.  Probably  the  simplest  method  of  measur- 
ing the  inter-pupillary  distance — and  also  the  best — is  to 
measure  from  the  nasal  edge  of  one  pupil  to  the  temporal 
edge  of  the  other  while  the  subject  is  looking  at  a  distant 
object,  the  rule  being  held  at  arm's  length  from  the 
operator.  This  measurement  may  be  taken  as  correct  for 
Cx  lenses  for  constant  wear,  but  in  the  case  of  Cc  lenses 
2  mm.  should  be  added  to  this  measurement.  For  reading, 
or  close  work  only,  a  similar  measurement  while  the  eyes 
are  converging  to  the  tip  of  the  optician's  finger  held  some 
16  in.  in  front  of  the  client's  face  will  give  the  required 
centres,  the  difference  as  a  rule  between  distance  and 
near  being  about  3  mm.  This  method  is  not  mathematic- 
ally accurate,  but  exact  enough  for  all  practical  purposes. 

Height  of  the  Bridge. 

The  next  important  measurement  is  the  height  of  the 
lenses  on  the  wearer's  nose.  Hold  the  rule  with  its  edge 
resting  level  on  the  bridge  of  the  nose,  and  note  the 
height  of  the  pupils  while  the  "client  is  looking  into  your 
eyes.  A  very  little  practice  will  enable  the  optician  to 
judge  how  many  millimetres  above  or  below  the  centree 
of  the  lenses  the  bridge  of  the  spectacles  must  be  placed. 
Here  it  is  well  to  point  out  that  common-sense  must  be 
exercised  in  the  case  of  glasses  worn  constantly,  as  it  is 
obvious  that  such  can  never  be  in  the  correct  position  for 
all  purposes,  and  the  wearer's  occupation  must  determine 
the  position  of  maximum  utility.  A  lady  t.vpist,  for 
instance,  looking  down  at  her  work  all  day,  reading  in  the 
train,  and  possibly  doing  fancy  work  in  the  evening,  needs 
her  glasses  at  a  lower  level  than  a  professional  musician, 
who  would  be  holding  the  head  much  more  erect. 
Distance  from  the  Eyes. 

The  next  point  is  the  distance  of  the  lenses  from  the 
eye.  There  are  probabl,v  more  sinners  among  us  in  respect 
to  this  adjustment  than  any  other.  Nothing  looks  wor.se 
than  glasses  too  far  from  the  eyes,  and  the  simplest  rule 
for  fitting  is — always  put  them  so  close  that  the  e.velashes 
only  just  clear  the  lenses.  It  may  be  said  here  that  no 
measurements,  however  carefully  taken,  are  equal  to  the 
expedient  of  keeping  a  range  oiE  empty  frames  for  fitting 
purposes  only ;  any  little  variation  from  a  stock  measure- 
ment can  be  seen  at  once  and  a  special  frame  ordered 
accordingly. 

The  Forms  of  Bridges. 

In  the  present  da.v  practically  only  two  forms  of  spec- 
tacle-bridges deserve  notice,  the  saddle  and  the  hoop,  the 


Index    Folio  19 


52 


THE   GHEMCST  AND  DEUGGIST 


Jantaey  6,  1912 


former  satiefying  all  ordinary  requirements,  the  latter 
useful,  especially  with  pantoscopic  lenses,  for  reading- 
glasses  when  the  pupillary  distance  is  narrow  and  the 
base  of  the  nose  very  broad.  In  the  case  of  extremely 
narrow  centres  with  broad  bridge  to  the  nose,  it  is  often 
better,  for  appearance  sake,  to  decenter  the  lenses  "in" 
rather  than  use  a  smaller  eye-wire. 

Adjustments. 

An  otherwise  perfect  fit  is  often  marred  by  the  optician 
overlooking  the  fact  that  most  people  have  one  ear  set  at 
a  higher  level  than  its  fellow,  with  the  result  that  one 
glass  tilts  Tip  and  the  other  down.  It  is  wise  to  make  a 
rule  of  seeing  always  that  the  glasses  set  properly  before 
they  are  sent  out ;  the  client  rarely  objects  to  calling  for 
this  ijurpose,  if  the  reason  is  explained.  To  remedy 
the  unequal  set,  bend  down  the  temple  on  the  side  that 
droops  sufficiently  to  make  both  lenses  level,  taking  care 
to  see  that  the  temples  are  actually  resting  on  the  ears. 
Neglect  of  this  adjustment  has  disastrous  results  with 
cylindrical  corrections.  Spectacles  for  reading  or  close 
woi'k  only  should  in  all  cases  be  angled  forward — i.e.,  the 
upper  portion  of  the  lens  should  form  an  obtuse  angle 
with  the  temple  by  bending  down  the  temples  on  both  sides 
about  15-°,  or  ordering  the  frame  to  be  made  with  angled 
joints.  Glasses  for  constant  use  need  only  to  be  angled  5°, 
as  it  is  manifest  that  they  cannot  be  angled  correctly  for 
all  positions. 

Bi=focaI  Hints. 

In  fitting  bi  focals,  it  will  simplify  matters  to  screw  a 
pair  of  weak  lenses  into  the  selected  frame,  marking  the 
position  of  the  reading  segment  on  the  lenses  with  an  opti- 
cian's pencil,  and  noting,  when  on  the  wearer's  face,  if 
the  eyes  have  a  clearance  of  2  mm.  to  3  mm.  above  the 
reading  portion  when  the  eyes  are  looking  directly  in  front. 
Angle  the  lenses  forward  about  5°  and  instruct  the  wearer 
to  look  down  when  reading,  and  not  bend  the  head,  as 
with  ordinary  reading-glasses.  Most  of  the  drawbacks 
incidental  to  the  wearing  of  bi-focals  have  been  elimi- 
nated by  the  ''Krypton"  lens,  but  I  think  it  is  prefer- 
able, when  possible,  to  avoid  bi-focals  and  give  separate 
pairs  of  glasses  for  distance  and  reading. 

Fitting  the  Temples. 

Care  should  be  taken  that  the  temples  of  spectacles  touch 
lightly  and  evenly  the  sides  of  the  face,  or  one  lens  will 
stand  closer  to  the  eye  than  the  other.  When,  from  want 
of  symmetry  in  the  features,  such  is  the  case,  open  out  the 
joint  on  the  side  where  the  lens  is  furthest  from  the  eye, 
and,  if  necessary,  close  in  the  opposite  side  slightly.  When 
both  temples  press  too  tightly  and  the  facial  measurements 
do  not  admit  of  employing  a  larger  eye,  recourse  must  be 
had  to  longer  joints.  Keep  a  few  pairs  of  cable  sides  in 
stock,  55-in.,  5|-in.,  and  6-in.  are  the  most  useful,  and  do 
not  use  too  long  ones.  Shape  the  curl  to  the  back  of  the 
ear  so  that  the  pressure  does  not  fall  on  one  place  only, 
remembering  that  this  regulates  the  pressure  on  the  nose, 
where  the  pi'essure  should  be  no  greater  than  just  suffi- 
cient to  keep  the  glasses  from  slipping  out  of  position. 
If  the  pressure  is  too  great,  reduce  it  by  holding  the 
temple,  exactly  at  the  commencement  of  the  curved 
portion,  acros.s  the  first  and  second  finger,  and  press  on  it 
with  the  thumb,  thus  increasing  the  length  of  the  straight 
portion. 

Eye-glass  Fitting. 

'  From  a  professional  point  of  view  nothing  equals  in 
iltility  a  well-fitting  spectacle ;  still,  we  are  faced  with 
the  necessity  of  catering  for  the  client  who  insists,  how- 
ever impossible  the  nose,  on  wearing  some  form  of  clips. 
Much  may  be  done  by  the  exercise  of  tact,  suggestion  of 
costly  breakages,  etc.,  to  wean  them  to  the  use  of  spec- 
tacles. When,  however,  it  has  to  be  a  case  for  clips,  the 
more  simple  the  pattern  the  more  satisfactory,  as  a  rule, 
will  be  the  result  to  the  wearer  and  the  optician  who  fits 
them.  For  rimmed  work  the  oval-bar  astig.  is  highly  satis- 
factory The  P.D.  is  obtained  by  using  larger  or  smaller 
lenses.  Where  the  nose  is  very  thin,  and  large  lenses 
i  look  unsightly,  short  extension  pieces  to  the  placquets, 
with  a  smaller  lens,  get  over  the  difficulty,  but  there  is 


often  a  lack  of  steadiness  in  frames  thus  fitted.  Thie- 
method  of  employing  extensions  to  the  placquets  is  aLsO' 
of  service  in  cases  where  the  clips  set  too  high  on  the- 
no.se,  so  that  the  wearer,  when  looking  down,  sees  the 
bottom  rim.  If  slight  lowering  only  is  required,  a  better, 
method  is  to  use  laantoscopic  lenses.  Too  great 
pressure  on  the  nose  can  be  relieved  by  uncoil- 
ing two  or  three  turns  of  the  spring  and  snipping  it 
off.  Tilting  of  clips,  due  to  greater  fulness  on  one  side- 
of  the  nose,  is  remedied  by  curving  the  upper  part  of  the 
placquet  away  from  the  nose  on  the  drooping  side,  and 
bending  the  opposite  placquet,  if  necessary,  towards  the 
nose.  Rimless  work  of  late  years  has  come  so  much  to  the 
front  that  in  spite  of  its  disadvantages  some  attention' 
must  be  paid  to  it.  Here,  again,  the  simpler  mounts,  as" 
a  rule,  are  more  satisfactory.  Some  very  excellent  mounts 
which  keep  the  lenses  quite  horizontal  are  on  the  market, 
but  their  sphere  of  usefulness  is  often  limited  by  the  fact 
that  it  is  frequently  impossible  to  get  the  lenses  sufficiently 
near  the  eyes.  When  these  fail,  a  mount  of  the  well- 
known  "  Fairy  "  type  often  comes  in  useful,  provided  the 
placquets  are  so  manipulated  that  the  wearer  cannot  easily 
get  cylindrical  lenses  into  a  wrong  position,  ily  advice 
on  the  fitting  of  both  spectacles  and  eyeglasses  is  :  Use 
best  frames,  make  correct  fitting  a  study,  leave  cheap 
work  to  the  other  man — it  will  not  pay  you  to  try  to  do 
both.  The  results,  from  a  business  point  of  view,  may 
not  be  rapid,  but  they  will  most  certainly  be  sure. 


Treatment  of  Cats,  Rabbits, 
and  Cavies. 

Continuation  of  the  articles  entitled  "  The  Pharinacist 
(I  Fancier.^'  SjJecialist,"  by  a  Chemist-Fancier,  "C.  X- J3, 
Diarxj,"  1912,  pp.  459-462.' 

SOMETI^MES  cats  are  classified  with  rabbits  and  cavies 
for  purposes  of  treatment,  but  on  the  whole  ex- 
perience shows  that  cat-doctoring  is  best  conducted  om 
the  same  lines  as  dog-doctoring.  The  average  full-grown 
cat  can  be  treated  much  as  if  she  were  a  fox-terrier.  It 
seems  superfluous,  therefore,  to  devote  space  specially  to' 
cats,  because  practically  all  that  has  been  said  in  the 
Diary  article  as  to  dogs  is  equally  applicable  to  the  feline 
tribe.  Moreover,  the  methods  of  administering  medicine- 
to  rabbits  and  cavies  are  quite  diffeii-ent  from  those 
obtaining  with  cats.  The  only  way  to  doctor  these  small 
animals  is  by  giving  them  powders  in  their  food. 

The  principal  diseases  of  small  quadrupeds  may  be  set 
out  very  briefly,  because  it  is  not  necessary  to  deal  at  all 
with  externals — sores,  scrofula,  eye-troubles,  and  the  like — 
all  of  which  are  in  effect  covered  by  what  has  been  said' 
about  dogs  and  feathered  creatures.  Practically  three 
stock  remedies  in  powder-form  are  necessary  in  order  to 
meet  the  needs  of  the  rabbit  or  cavy  man.  They  are 
respectively  for  (a)  distemper,  (h)  bowel-trouble,  and  (c)' 
aperient  purposes.  For  the  first-named  the  basis  may  be^ 
potas.  nit.,  for  the  second  pulv.  catechu  or  conf.  arom., 
and  for  the  third  pulv.  jalap:e.  These  three  will  cover  any- 
likely  requirements  so  far  as  keeping  stock  medicines  is 
concerned.  Lotions  and  ointments  can  be  made  up  as 
required.    To  outline  the  chief  diseases,  they  are  : 

Bronchial  Troubles. — Referable  mostly  to  distemper  and' 
needing  a  suitable  nose-sponging  lotion  of  the  acid-boracic 
type,  apart  from  distemper  powders. 

Ear-canker,  Mange,  Sores,  etc. — Needing  antiseptic  oint- 
ments. '  ■ 

Stomachic  Trouble.':. — Either  stoppages  or  constipation,  re- 
quiring the  aperient-powders  or,  per  contra,  diarrhoea,  re- 
quiring the  opposite. 

Worins. — Amenable  to  small  doses  of  pulv.  areca  much  in- 
the  same  way  as  for  dogs  and  cats. 

Liver-dixease,  which  is  probably  accountable  for  three- 
fourths  of  the  death-rate  here,  and  which  can  be  combated' 
by  advice  as  to  giving  an  almost  exclusively  green-food  diet 
and  by  the  use  of  the  stock  aperient-powders. 

Rheumatism  and  Cramp. — This  calls  for  a  liniment  of 
the  usual  type  and  gives  a  further  opening  for  the  aperient 
or  alterative. 

The  stock-powders  should  be  recommended  to  be  givea 
in  a  little  barley -meal  mixed  up  into  a  paste-ball. 
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Verminitis. 

An  efjcrtive  and  non-sclicdulcil  vcrmin-lcillcr  is  here  de- 
scribed by  T.  H.  W.  (246/44),  who  tells  how  to  make  it 
and  put  it  vp  for  sale. 


MANY  rat  and  mice  killers  have  been  placed  on  the 
market,  and  most  of  them  contain  strychnine,  phos- 
phorus, arsenic,  or  other  strong  poisons,  whose  demerits  are 
in  their  taste  and  appearance  in  tempting  the  vermin  t-o 
make  a  meal  of  them  and  perish.  I  have  always  found 
that  when  one  uses  killers  of  the  strychnine  type  that  one 
gets  a  harvest  of  dead  vermin  the  first  night  it  is  laid 
down,  but  try  again  another  night,  even  at  the  interval 
of  some  weeks  between  the  laying,  and  there  is  no  harvest. 
The  rats  and  mice  are  so  cunning,  t}iey  seem  to  tell  one 
another,  and  only  a  few  of  the  unwary  nibble.  Arsenic 
has  always  been  with  me  a  complete  failure,  my  plan 
in  the  case  of  this  chemical  being  to  feed  for  three  nights 
with  meal  and  sugar,  and  on  the  fourth  night  to  add  some 
arsenic.  The  result  has  never  been  as  satisfactory  as  one 
would  expect  after  the  big  banquets  of  the  preceding 
nights.  Phosphorus  is  to  a  certain  extent  barred,  because 
of  its  curious  smell  and  light ;  it  has  to  be  well  covered 
up  in  sliced  meat  or  fish,  or  with  ground  dog-biscuit,  the 
vermin  gulping  down  with  the  rest  or  accidentally 
"  nosing  "  it  up  and  devouring  it  in  their  voracity.  These 
three  substances  are  the  chief  poisons  used  for  rats  and 
mice. 

I  describe  my  experience  with  a  substance  which  has 
been  mentioned  several  times  in  The  Chemist  and  Drug- 
gist as  a  vermin-killer,  with  some  additions  and  modifica- 
tions of  my  own — I  refer  to  barium  carbonate.  All  phar- 
macists know  that  this  is  a  very  insoluble  white  powder; 
its  taste  I  do  not  know,  but  I  should  imagine  it  is  taste- 
less. I  required  a  vermin-killer  which,  without  the  bother 
of  registering,  is  effectual,  cheap^  and  handy  to  use.  This 
is  how  I  succeeded.  I  first  tried  a  mixture  of  barium 
carbonate  and  sugar  without  apparent  success,  the  residt 
being  one  little  mouse.  I  therefore  concluded  that  some 
other  chemical  would  have  to  be  added  or  I  should  not  be 
wholly  successful,  and  my  search  was  for  this.  White  pre- 
cipitate, calomel,  and  sugar  of  lead  were  tried  in  various 
admixtures  of  sugar,  meat,  lard,  etc.,  with  only  moderate 
success.  Until  I  tried  the  effect  of  a  very  obscure  sub- 
stance— viz.,  nickel  sulphate — the  effect  was  marvellous. 
With  the  object  of  giving  my  fellow-pharmacists  another 
successful  side-line,  I  append  my  formula,  and  the  mode  of 
making  : 

Spratt's  crissel,  fine        ...       ...       -j  lb. 

Nickel  sulphate    ...      1  oz. 

Tallow    2  oz. 

Margarine    4  oz. 

Barium  oa)rbonate    6  oz. 

Oil  of  aniseed       ...    30  minims 

Oil  of  fennel   ...       ...    20  minims 

Water  a  sufficiency 

Place  the  nickel  sulphate  with  about  4  oz.  of  water  in  a 
pan,  dissolve  this,  add  the  crissel  and  almost  evaporate  to 
dryness,  stirring  the  whole  time :  then  the  barium  car- 
Ixjnate,  tallow,  and  margarine.  Melt,  and  mix  \yell ;  remove 
from  the  source  of  heat  and  stir  in  the  essential  oils,  con- 
tinuing the  stirring  until  quite  .solid. 

For  use  spread  on  the  edge  of  chunks  of  bread  with  a 
stick,  or  put  on  the  sticks  themselves.  The  Pied  Piper 
had  no  better  charm  to  offer  than  this  appetising  fare.  In 
1-oz.  tins  this  sells  at  3f/.,  3-oz.  for  6f7.  I  contemplate  put- 
ting up  in  1(7.  2-drachm  tins.  The  profit  is  good,  the  effect 
on  rats  and  mice  magical.  I  will  not  tell  you  what  I  call 
it,  but  suggest  such  names  as  "Rat-kill,"  "  Micene,"  and 
"  Pesticide."  I  would  also  suggest  a  new  way  of  putting 
these  up — viz.,  in  a  collapsible  tube  (a  mixture  of  barium 
carbonate,  margarine,  and  tallow,  with  or  without  oils)  as  a 
neater-looking  package.  iManyof  the  sundry  houses  adver- 
tising in  The  Chemist  .a.nd  Deuggist  supply  these  empty 
tubes. 

My  experience  extends  over  many  years,  and  covers  a 
case  where  rats  were  so  plentiful  in  a  house  as  to  jump  on 
the  table  while  the  family  were  dining,  as  well  as  one  of 
clearing  sewage  farms  many  acres  in  extent. 


REVIEWS. 


Uookkcepiny  Down  to  Date.  By  Andrew  Munho.  7|  itu 
by  4J  in.  Pp.  696  +  xl.  Fifth  edition.  3s.  6rf, 
(London  :  Effingham  Wilson,  54  Threadneedle  Street  . 
E.G.) 

When  we  reviewed  the  second  edition  of  this  book  in 
1906  it  contained  less  than  a  third  the  number  of  pages 
it  now  holds,  which  is  an  indication  that  the  scope  of  ther 
work  has  been  considerably  extended.  After  defining  book- 
keeping, the  subject  is  considered  under  the  following 
divisions  :  The  ledger,  the  purchases  book,  sales  book,, 
returns  book,  cash  Ijooks,  banking,  the  journal,  balancing, 
bills  of  exchange,  bill  books,  consignment  accounts.  joinO 
accounts,  partnership -accounts,  capital  and  revenue,  depre- 
ciation, bad-debt  provisions,  profit  and  loss  accounts, 
tabular  bookkeeping,  contract  accounts,  branch  accounts, 
sectional  ledgers,  single-entry  bookkeeping,  double-ac  count 
.system,  bankruptcy,  company  accounts,  reserves  and  sink- 
ing funds,  income  and  expenditure  accounts,  insurance  ac- 
counts, royalties,  income-tax,  and  cost  accounts,  each  section 
being  furnished  with  exercises  for  the  .student.  There  are 
also  some  200  pages  of  papers  given  at  the  examinations  of 
various  bodies  who  grant  certificates  in  bookkeeping.  The- 
articles  on  the  different  matters  noted  above  are  written 
in  simple  language  such  as  will  interest  the  student.  The 
chief  feature  of  the  Appendix  is  a  glossary  of  mercantile 
terms.  Chemists  who  desire  to  improve  their  knowledge 
of  bookkeeping  will  find  this  book  of  great  utilitj-. 

Allen's  Commercial  Organic  Analysis.    A  Treatise  on  the 
Properlie-'^,    Modes    of    Assaying,    and  Proximate 
.Analyticcd    Examination    of    the    Various  Organic 
Cheniiculs  and  Products  employed  in  the  Arts,  Manu- 
factures, Medicine,  etc.,  with  Conci.He  Methods  for  the 
Detection  and  Estimation  of  their  Impurities,  Adul- 
terations, and  Products  of  Decomposition.    Edited  by" 
W^.  A.  Davis,  B.Sc,  A.C.G.I..  and  Samuel  S.  Sadtler^ 
S.B.      Fourth  edition.      Vol.  V.    9^  in.  bv  6^  in. 
Pp.   614.     21.S.  net.     (London  :  J.   &  A.  Churchill,. 
7  Great  Marlborough  Street.) 
Although  it  is  only  five  years  since  the  third  edition 
of  this  volume  was  published,  a  revision  has  been  issued 
in  accordance  with  the  plan  of  bringing  the  whole  work 
up  to  date.    This  volume  deals  with 
Tannins,  by  W.  P.  Drcaper. 
Ancdysis  of  Leather,  by  W.  P.  Dreaper. 
Dyes  and  t^'ohniring-matters,  by  W.  P.  Dreaper  and  E. 
Feilmann. 

Dycstvffs  of  Groups  G  to  12.  by  J.  T.  Hewitt. 

Colouring-matters  of  Natural  Origin,  by  W.  M.  Gardner. 

.Analysis  of  Colour ing-materieds,  by  W.  P.  Dreaper  and 
E.  Feilmann. 

Colouring-matters  in  Foods,  by  Albert  F.  Seeker. 

Inl-s,  by  Percy  H.  Walker. 
The  section  on  Colouring  iMatters  in  Foods  is  new  to  the 
book  ;  it  occupies  about  fifty  pages,  and  deals  with  the 
methods  of  detecting  all  the  colours,  natural  and  artificial, 
likely  to  be  found  in  food.  The  chapter  on  Inks  doscriljee 
the  methods  of  testing  writing-inks,  the  chemical  examina- 
tion of  ink-marks,  cancelling-ink.?,  rubl)er-stamp  inks, 
typewriter  ribbons,  and  carbon-papers,  the  jiroc  esses  being 
frequently  those  used  officially  in  the  United  States.  Dr. 
Hewitt  has  treated  the  subject  of  dyostuffs  of  Groups  6  to 
12  in  an  exhaustive  manner,  the  information  here  given 
being  otherwise  difficult  of  access,  as  those  will  testify 
who^have  had  occasion  to  attempt  to  identify  aniline 
colours.  The  greater  part  of  the  chapter  is  in  table  form, 
this  being  a  convenient  way  in  annly.^\s  depending  on  the- 
action  of  a  definite  t-vpt  of  chemicals.  Professor  Gardner's 
section  (Colouring  Matters  of  Natural  Origin)  deals  with 
many  substances  of  special  interest  to  pharmacists,  such 
as  logwood,  catechu,  turmeric,  gamboge,  saffron,  annatto, 
cochineal,  cudbear,  alkanet,  litmus,  and  madder,  the  differ- 
entiation of  which  is  not  always  an  easy  task,  Mr. 
Dreaper's  subjects  are  well  treated,  and  the  work  may  bo 
taken  as  authoritative,  the  author  being  one  of  the  leader.s 
in  these  fields  of  analysis.  This  volume  well  sustains  the- 
reputation  of  the  series. 
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-tAPMAKOrPA^IA:  XHMIKA  OPFANIKA  <tAPMAKA  KAI  TA  EK 
TOTTfiN  <I>APMAKOTEXNlKA  2KETA2MATA.  Ey  Pro- 
fessor A.  K.  Dameergis.  10  in.  by  7  in.  Pp.  874. 
With  a  portrait  of  the  author.  (Athens,  1911  :  S.  K. 
Blastouis.) 

Professor  A.  Dambergis,  the  author  of  the  national 
<Greek  Pharmacopoeia,  has  done  much  to  raise  the  standard 
■of  pharmacy  in  that  classic  country.  One  of  the  great  draw- 
backs by  which  the  Greek  pharmacist  has  been  confronted 
is  the  absence  of  standard  te.xt-books  in  his  own  language, 
and  for  the  past  fifteen  years  Professor  Dambergis  has  been 
.at  work  preparing  a  handbook  on  materia  medica  designed 
to  supply  this  want.  This  second  volume  of  his  "  Pharma- 
kographia  "  deals  with  materia  medica  supplied  by  organic 
•chemistry,  and  is  worthy  of  a  place  beside  the  standard 
works  of  other  nations.  The  substances  dealt  with  are 
grouped  according  to  their  cliemical  relationship  under  the 
headings  monobasic,  dibasic,  tribasic,  and  aromatic  acids. 
Then  follow  chapters  on  alkaloids,  halogen  substitution- 
products,  alcohols,  aldehydes,  ethers,  phenols,  amines,  gluco- 
-sides.  Each  chapter  is  preceded  by  an  introduction  in  which 
the  principal  characters  of  the  preparations  to  be  dealt  with 
are  mentioned ;  in  the  case  of  the  alkaloids  the  well-known 
xeagents  are  enumerated.  The  principal  substance  of  each 
.group  is  fully  described,  mode  of  preparation,  including 
■chemical  phenomena  involved,  tests,  and  therapeutic  uses 
■are  concisely  stated.  These  data  are  followed  by  a  list 
■of  galenical  preparations  into  which  the  substance  enters,  a 
fevvT  formuL-B  for  prescriptions,  and  a  full  description  of  its 
•salts  or  derivatives,  not  omitting  the  synthetic  prepara- 
tions or  proprietary  products  in  which  it  may  figure.  The 
work  has  been  carefully  compiled,  and  contains  an  immense 
amount  of  information  of  the  greatest  value  to  pharmacists, 
rthe  more  so  as  it  is  thoroughly  up  to  date  and  has  been 
■elaborated  with  the  view  of  supplying  just  the  inf  onnation 
required ;  and  in  this  respect  the  author  has  been  success- 
ful in  attaining  his  aim.  A  very  complete  index  greatly 
facilitates  the  use  of  the  volume.  Professor  Dambergis 
is  to  be  congratulated  on  his  work,  and  Greek  pharmacists 
have  reason  to  be  proud  of  his  efforts  on  their  behalf.  It 
is  regrettable,  however,  that  the  preparation  of  this  com- 
pendium should  have  cost  its  author  the  loss  of  the  sight 
of  one  eye. 


NEW  BOOMS. 

Any  of  these  books  printed  in  tlie  United  Kicigrdom  can  be 
supplied,  at  the  published  price,  to  "  C.  &  D."  subscribers  on 
application  (with  remittance)  to  the  Publisher,  42  Cannon 
Street,  London,  E.C.  These  notes  do  not  exclude  subsequent 
reviews. 


American  Text-book  of  Operative  Dentistry.  4tli  edit.  8yo. 
2&«.  net.    (H.  Kimnton.) 

Austen  Leigh,  E.  C,  M.A.  English  Clubs  for  1012.  6ix4. 
3.S.  6(Z.  (Spottiswood^e  &  Co.,  Ltd.)  [A  list  of  over  4,000 
clubs  frequented  by  the  English  in  all  parts  of  the  world. 
It  is  most  conveniently  arranged,  and  gives  all  the  par- 
ticulars anyone  wants  to  know  about  clubs  of  all  kinds.  Golf 
Clubs  are  a  feature,  and  500  Ladies'  Clubs  are  mentioned.] 

Bell,  E.  Movable-leaf  Books  and.  Card  Accounts :  A 
Handbook  to  Loose-leaf  Account  Books,  Filing  Accessories, 
•and  other  Office  Appliances.  9|x6i.  Pp.  62.  (Whitaker 
&  Sons,  Ltd.,  12  Warwick  Lane,  London,  E.C.)  [Those  who 
■desire  to  know  the  points  in  favour  of  loose-leaf  ledgers 
and  card  systems  will  find  this  pamphlet  very  useful,  the 
author  being  an  export  on  these  modern  methods.  Various 
kinds  of  ledgers  arc  dealt  with,  and  the  features  of  each 
•explained.  The  last  chapters  deal  with  the  card  system  and 
methods  of  filing.] 

Maiden,  J.  H.  .4  Critical  Berision  of  the  Genus  Euca- 
lyptus. Vol  II.  Pai-t  3.  12ixl0,  Pp.  34,  with  4  plates. 
2.1.  td.  (Sydney  :  New  South  Wales  Government.)  [The 
'description,  synonyms,  ranges,  and  affinities  of  six  species 
of  eucalyptus  are  dealt  with.] 

Rose,  T.  G.  Cost  Price  Assurance.  A  Guide  to  Policies 
Yieldinri  5  to  ^  per  cent,  {eoriipound.  interest),  acenrdinr/  to 
Ar/e  at  kntri/.  6tli  edit.  Pp.  15.  6(^  (London:  Effingham 
"Wilson,  54  Threadneedle  Street.)  [A  pamphlet  written  from 
the  point  of  view  of  the  life-insurance  broker,  whose  business 
it  IS  to  find  the  office  making  the  most  advantageous  terms 
for  the  would-b«  assurer.  Variations  are  shown  in  the  valua- 
tion   rates   and  expenses  of  carrying  on   the  companies. 


I  Although  the  companies  are  net  identified,  the  pamphlet  will 
interest  those  who  ai'e  about  t-o  insure  their  lives.] 

Sewill,  H.  Quackery  and  Medical  Law  Beform.  A  Plea, 
for  a  lioyal  Commission.  Pp.  32.  6cZ.  net.  (King  &  Son.) 
[A  pamphlet  consisting  of  reprints  of  papers  contributed  by 
Mr.  SewiU  to  ".Vanity  Fair"  during  1910.  The  author  has 
a  grievance  against  the  Press  bec<au.<-e  the  subject,  he  alleges, 
is  ignoi'ed  by  newspapers.] 

Smith,  W.  G.  Incomiyatibilit y  and  Some  of  its  Lessons. 
2nd  edit.  8Ax5i.  Pp.  41.  Paper  covers.  Is.  (Simpkin, 
Marshall  &  Co.)  [Dr.  Smith  is  King's  Professor  of  Materia. 
Medica  and  Pharmacy  in  the  School  of  Physic  of  Trinity 
College,  Dublin,  and  the  booklet  has  been  writt^en  presum- 
ably in  the  course  of  his  professorial  duties.  Incompatibility 
is  defined  as  "  any  unintentional  change  which  notably  inter- 
feres with  the  elegance,  usefulness,  or  safety  of  a  prescrip- 
tion." Pharmaceutical  incompatibility  is  first  dealt  with, 
but  the  main  part  of  the  booklet  refers  to  chemical  incom- 
patibility. This  is  grouped  under  two  headings :  homo- 
geneous system  (unattended  by  any  visible  change  of  form) 
and  heterogeneous  system  (attended  by  visible  change  of 
form),  and  in  studying  the  subject  various  other  divisions 
are  carried  out  which  assist  the  student  in  grasping  the  under- 
lying principles.  An  appendix  deals  with  changes  which 
drugs  undergo  by  time  and  exposure.] 

Smith,  W.  J.  Practical  Guide  to  Suroical  Bandaginr/  and 
Dressings.    2nd  edit.    16mo.    Pp.  190.    2s.  (Scientific  Press.) 

Stark,  A.  C.  Aids  to  Practical  Pharmacy  for  Medical 
Studc7its.  61x4.  ._Pp.  165.  2nd  edit.  2.?.  6d.  cloth,  2s. 
paper,  net.  (Bailliere,  Tindall  &  Cox.)  [Contains  all  the 
information  required  by  a  student  who  is  prepai-ing  for  the 
nractical  pharmacy  examination  of  the  Conjoint  Examining 
Biard  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  in  England.  The  book 
follows  pretty  closely  the  syllabus  of  the  examination,  and 
gives  the  facts  and  explanations  in  a  concise  manner.  It 
would  be  useful  to  chemists'  apprentices  as  a  first  book  in 
pharmacy.  The  author  is  a  pharmaceutical  chemist  who 
afterwards  qualified  as  a  medical  man.] 


Pharmaceutical  FormulasJ 


New  and  Revised  Edition. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Research  Committee  of  the  Ontario 
College  of  Pharmacy,  held  at  Toronto  on  November  24,  the 
following  resolution  was  passed  land  embodied  in  the  report 
to  the  Council  : 

"Your  committee  is  pleased  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  a 
complimentary  copy  of  '  Pharmaceutical  Formulas  '  from 
the  Editor  of  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  as  an  evidenoe  of 
appreciation  on  his  part  of  the  new  edition  of  the  '  Canadian 
Formulary,'  a  copy  of  which  was  presented  to  him,  and  to 
which  he  graciously  refers  in  the  pref  ace  to  his  compilation. 
It  is  recommend'ed  that  suitable  recognition  of  this  courtesy 
be  transmitted  by  the  Chairman  of  this  committee  through 
the  Registrar  Ti-easurer.  We  cannot  allow  this  timely 
opportunity  to  pass  without  making  particular  mention  of 
the  highly  valuable,  practical  information  presented  in  the 
contents  of  '  Pharmaceutical  Formulas,'  and  would  com- 
mend its  habitual  perusal  by  all  working  pharmacists." 

"  The  eighth  edition  of  this  useful  work,  of  which  the  first 
edition  was  published  in  1898,  has  undergone  a  thorough 
revision,  with  the  result  that  there  are  450  alterations  and 
annotations  in  the  text,  while  the  new  formulas  number 
more  than  400.  Some  idea  of  the  wide  scope  of  the  book 
may  be  gathered  from  the  chapter  headings:  Toilet  Pre- 
parations and  Specialities;  Preparations  for  the  Hair; 
Dental  Preparations;  Perfumes;  Beverages;  Culinary  and 
Household  Requisites;  Horticultural  and  Agricultural  Pre- 
parations; Writing  Materials;  Varnishes,  Polishes,  and 
Stains;  Lozenges;  Miscellaneous  Preparations;  Photo- 
graphic Chemicals  and  Preparations;  Galenical  and  Medi- 
cinal Preparations;  Bacteriological  and  Microscopic  Work 
Preparations;  supplementary  chapter  on  'Skin  Crearns '  ; 
pnd  an  Appendix  of  Weights  and  Measures,  Medicine 
Stamp  Duties,  Use  of  Methylated  Spirit,  the  Rideal- 
Walkcr  Test  for  Disinfectants,  Food  and  Drug  Standards 
of  Australia  and  the  United  States,  Proprietary  Medicines 
in  Canada,  Garden  Pests,  and  Board  of  Agriculture  Leaf- 
lets. There  is  a  very  full  index.  Many  of  the  subjects  are 
introduced  by  a  brief  descriptive  essay.  _  The  synoptical 
reference  list,  prepared  for  the  seventh  edition,  now  having 
lost  its  interest  and  utility,  has  been  omitted  so  as  to  make 
room  for  the  hundred  or"  more  pages  of  new  formulas  that 
have  been  added.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  book  embraces  a 
wide  range  of  information  that  will  be  found  useful,  not  only 
to  druggists,  but  to  medical  men,  dentists,  physiologists, 
photographers,  veterinary  surgeons,  farmers,  gardeners, 
housewives,  and,  in  fact,  to  almost  e\&ryone."— The  Lancet. 
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LITERARY  NOTES. 


Medicine  In  Uganda.— The  medicine  of  the  people  of 
Uganda,  before  the  acquisition  of  their  country  by  the 
British,  as  it  is  described  by  Mr.  Roscoo  in  his  valuable 
work  "  The  Baganda,"  appears  to  have  been  less  purely 
magical  than  that  of  many  savage  tribes.  Magic  did  enter 
largely  into  the  treatment  of  disease,  and  diagnosis  depended 
mainly  on  various  methods  of  divination,  such  as  the 
scattering  of  cofiFee-beans,  castor-oil  seeds,  or  pieces  of 
leather,  and  observing  the  order  in  which  they  fell;  but 
bleeding  and  blistering  were  resorted  to  for  local  pains  in 
the  head  or  elsewhere,  and  herbs  selected  for  specific  pur- 
poses were  used  both  internally  and  for  outward  applica- 
tion. Bleeding  was  effected  by  cupping,  blistering  by  the 
application  of  hot  irons;  for  bad  coughs  the  lungs  were 
cupped.  Vapour-batlis  and  herbal  draughts  were  the  usual 
i-emodies  for  fevers  of  all  kinds,  but  Mr.  Roscoe,  unfortu- 
nately, does  not  say  what  herbs  were  used  in  these  or  other 
cases,  except  that  datura  was  employed  as  a  State  oxdeal 
poison.  iVledicine  was  considered  doubly  efficacious  if 
drunk  out  of  a  fetich-bowl,  and  fetiches  themselves  were 
largely  worn  both  as  preventives  of  sickness  and  as  reme- 
dies. Amulets,  too,  which  differed  from  fetiches  in  being 
made  entirely  of  wood  or  herbs,  whereas  fetiches  were  com- 
posite, were  both  worn  and  taken  for  the  same  purposes. 
Disease  in  general  was  thought  to  be  due  to  the  malignant 
influence  of  ghosts,  which  were  both  venerated  and  feared; 
they  were  sometimes  beneficent,  but  seem  to  have  been 
always  of  an  exceedingly  "  touchy "  character,  and  evil 
was  sure  to  befall  an_^'body  who  neglected  to  keep  their 
graves  in  good  order.  Bubonic  plague  was  the  disease  most 
feared,  and  it  is  noteworthy  that  it  was  referred  to  rats. 
Small-pox  was  imported ;  it  was  treated  by  draughts  of 
water  in  which  fish  had  been  boiled,  or  of  butter  and  water. 
A  common  way  of  getting  rid  of  sickness  was  by  transferring 
it  to  some  other  person,  or  to  an  animal  or  a  plantain-tree. 
The  mode  of  transference  was  horribly  cruel,  involving  the 
■mutilation  and  sub-sequent  murder  of  the  "  scapegoat," 
whether  human  or  otherwise.  The  medicine-men  were  not 
priests,  but  were  considered  a  religious  caste.  They  had 
more  real  power  than  either  the  priests  or  the  mediums  of 
the  different  gods  ;  the  latter  were  a  kind  of  prophets  who 
delivered  the  messages  of  the  gods,  much  after  the  fashion 
of  the  classic  oracles.  The  fee  paid  to  a  medicine-man  by 
an  ordinary  member  of  the  tribe  was  a  fowl  for  diagnosis, 
■a,  goat  for  a  cure  ;  people  of  high  rank  paid  a  goat  in  the 
former  case,  a  cow  in  the  latter.  Medicine  appears  to  have 
been  a  fairly  lucrative  profession. 

"Balarin,  Pbarmacien,"  the  title  of  M.  Richard 
Mianoir's  latest  novel,  leads  one  to  suppose  that  the  principal 
plot  passes  behind  the  carboys.  As  a  matter  of  fact  (writes 
our  Baris  correspondent),  the  pharmacist  plays  a  minor 
(although  creditable  and,  above  all,  extremely  original)  rule 
in  this  entertaining  story.  Olivier  Saint-Gery  is  attacked  in 
a  railway  carriage,  and  thrown  senseless  and  apparently 
dead  on  to  the  line.  His  .assassin  assumes  liis 
clothes  and  his  name  and  continues  his  journey  to 
America  to  present  himself  to  the  wealthy  uncle  who  has 
invited  his  unknown  nephew  to  join  him  and  share  his 
fortune.  Meanwhile,  unsuspecting  ithe  tragedy,  Olivier's 
sisters  continue  their  calm  existence  at  La  Theole,  in  the  old 
house  "in  front  of  which  the  pharmacist's  window  shows 
the  traditional  red  and  green  carboys  (a  novelty  introduced 
years  ago  to  La  Theole  when  one  of  the  .ancestors  of 
"  Balarin,  Pharniacien,"  made  a  journey  as  far  as  the 
county  town)  and  some  yellowish  phials,  where  the  proofs 
of  the  efficacy  of  a  famous  teniafuge  had  piteously  soaked 
for  ten  years,  past.  To  avoid  the  possibility  of  inattention, 
the  name  "  Balarin  " — in  letters  2  ft.  long,  vigorously 
gilded — stood  out  from  an  enormous  sloped  blackboard  sur- 
mounted by  a  bronze  mortar.  This  shop-front  had  im- 
pressed itself  on  Olivier's  youthful  memory.  He  is  picked 
up  on  the  railway  line  stunned  and  half  dead,  is  nursed  back 
to  life;  but  his  memory  is  gone,  he  remembers  nothing. 
He  falls  into  the  bands  of  a  kindly  doctor,  who  takes  a  pro- 
fessional interest  in  this  singular  case.  One  day  they  pass 
a  pharmacy  to9:etlier.  The  carboys  recall  childish  memories, 
a  fact  he  mentions  to  his  friend,  and  when  they  enter  Olivier 
unconsciouslv  addresses  the  pharmacist  as  "  Monsieur 
Balarin."  The  friend  says  nothing,  buys  some  plaster,  and 
a.sks  the  Dharmacist  in  an  offhand  and  casual  manner  if  iie 
."(tocks  "Balarin's  pills."  The  name  being  unfamiliar,  the 
pharmaceutical  directory  is  referred  to,  and  Balarin's 
address  at  La  Theole  is  found.  The  doctor  conducts  Olivier 
to  his  native  town,  and  in  the  rue  Haute  they  find  rhe 
pharmacy  under  the  bronze  mortar.  Hardly  had  Olivier 
caught  sight  of  the  familiar  carboys  than  he  turned  to  "  the 
great  grey  house  ooposite."  gave  a  "strangled  cry."  and, 
"bounding-  across  the  street."  nulled  the  chain  of  the  old- 
Sashioned  bell  of  the  home  of  his  childhood.    The  wanderer 


returned  and  the  false  Olivier  unmasked,  the  usual  happy 
ending  in  the  form  of  a  wedding  takes  place  between  this 
doctor  and  Olivier's  si.ster  Suzanne.  "  Let  us  invito- 
Balarin,  '  suggests  the  bride.  "  We  owe  him  an  invitation, 
1  am  sure.  Needless  to  say,  sweet  seventeen  gains  her 
point.  Balarin  turns  out  to  bo  an  eligible  bachelor  of 
thirty-hve  and  Suzanne,  looking  at  her  elder  sister,  TOinarks 
•i  have  the  tloctor,  she  will  have  the  pharmacist;  we  shail 
be  a  umted  family."  This  little  romance,  alas!  does  rot 
come  off,  and  a  few  years  later  the  still  maiden  aunt  is 
teaching  Olivier's  eldest  boy  his  alphabet.  "I  can't  rea<i 
them  froni  the  lx)ok,"  the  youngster  protests;  "  but  look  a,t 
the  nice  big  gold  letters  opposite."  And  he  si)ells  out,  a» 
his  father  si>cllod  before  him,  the  sign  "  Balarin,  Phar- 
macien. 


Almanacks,  Diaries,  etc. 


^  Mr.  W.  Dennis,  chemist  and  optician,  Hi<;h  Street, 
Saxilby,  sends  out  an  almanack-calendar,  which,  beeides 
the  usual  features,  gives  ample  particulars  of  his  special 
preparations.  Mr.  Dennis's  photograph  appears  on  the 
front  cover. 

Messrs.  Bell  &  Son,  chemists  and  opticians,  Stapleford, 
issue  an  almanack  which  carries  with  it  a  free-insuranc© 
coupon  for  200^.,  and  contains  some  pages  of  local  informa- 
tion, including  a  time-table.  An  illustration  is  given  of 
the  firm's  new  premises  into  which  the  business  was  moved 
last  year. 

The  International  Bottle  Co  ,  108  Fonchurch  Street, 
London,  E.G.,  send  out  an  office  file,  the  front  being 
occupied  with  a  neat  advertisement  of  the  glass  bottles 
and  jars  which  they  sell.  The  file  is  useful  for  keeping 
together  invoices  and  the  like,  and  at  the  same  time  re- 
minds the  user  of  the  goods  which  the  Bottle  Co.  sell. 

The  almanack  sent  out  by  Mr.  Frederick  Gibson,  whole- 
sale manufacturing  chemist,  Gooch  Street,  Birmingham, 
especially  advertises  the  proprietary  articles  and  packed 
goods  for  which  the  firm  are  well  known  in  the  Midlands. 
Among  the  illustrations  is  one  of  a  Birmingham  tramcar, 
upon  which  is  an  advertisement  of  "  Gibson's  Herb  Pills." 

"Dixon's  East  Grinstead  Family  Almanack  and 
Directory  "  is  published  by  Messrs.  AV.  H.  Dixon  &  Sons, 
chemists.  East  Grinstead.  A  feature  is  a  series  of  photo- 
graphs of  the  firm,  the  principal  members  of  the  staff, 
the  two  shops,  and  the  aerated-water  factory.  The  direc- 
tory of  local  residents  and  the  almanack  together  ensure 
that  the  book  will  be  kept  for  reference  throughout  the 
year. 

"Day's  Annual,"  which  is  sent  out  bj-  Messrs.  Day 
&  Sons,  Crewe,  Ltd.,  Animal-medicine  Works,  Crewe,  has 
an  attractive  illuminated  cover,  the  subject  of  the  illustra- 
tion in  the  front  being  a  Russian  vehicle.  Following  a 
complete  list  of  Day's  animal  medicines  is  postal  informa- 
tion, columns  for  recording  milk  yield,  ete.,  ready 
reckoners,  and  farmers'  and  breeders'  tables,  and  a  series 
of  articles  on  "  Improvement  of  the  Milking  Properties 
of  the  Cow,"  "Country  Sport«  of  our  Ancestors,"  "A 
Wasp  Year,"  and  some  "  ^Modern  Developments  in  Dairy- 
ing." The  diary  pages  are  at  the  end.  It  is  a  most 
useful  annual,  and  sure  to  be  appreciated  if  distributed  to 
the  farmers  of  a  district. 

Messrs.  C.  R.  Harker,  Stagg  &  Morgan,  Ltd., 
wholesale  druggists,  Devon  Wharf,  Emmott  Street,  Mile 
End,  London,  E.,  are  sending  out  a  wall  calendar  which 
possesses  several  special  features.  The  card  measnres 
]6  in.  by  10  in.,  and  the  calendar  is  contained  on  monthly 
tear-offs.  Illustrations  are  given  of  the  present  premises 
and  the  old  premises  where  the  business  was  foimded  in 
1820.  The  calendars  also  give  a  portrait  of  tfio  repre- 
.sentativeof  the  company  in  the  district  where  the  customer 
resides.  The  back  of  the  calendar  is  utilised  for  tables 
of  useful  information  required  by  pharmaci.st<;.  These 
include  an  alcohol-conversion  table  by  Mr.  F.  C.  J.  Bird, 
weights  and  measures  equivalent*,  thermometric  conver- 
sion, money  equivalents,  freezing-niixturee,  income  and 
wages  table,  and  postal  information.  This  is  a  selection 
whTch  it  would  be  difficult  to  match  from  the  point  of  view 
of  utility. 
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TRADE-MARKS. 

Objections  to  the  registration  of  any  of  the  undermentioned 
applications  must  be  stated  on  Form  T.M.  No.  7  (obtain- 
able at  Money  Order  Offices  for  £ii  and  lodgred  with 
Mr.  Temple  Franks,  Comptroller-General,  Patents  Office, 
25  Southampton  Buildings,  Chancery  Lane,  London,  W.C., 
within  one  month  of  the  dates  mentioned. 

The  fig-ures  in  parentheses  refer  to  the  classes  in  which  the  marks 
are  desired. 


•{from  thr  "  Trade-marls  Journal,"  December  20,  1911.) 

^'Diamond  Dust";  for  gelatine  (42).    Bv  W.  J.  Bush  &  Co. 

Ltd.,  28  Ash  Grove,  Hackney.  Lon'don.  356,427. 
^'  Golden  Bloom    ;  for  food  substances  (42).    By  A.  Boako, 

Roberts  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  100  Carpenter's  Road,  Stratford, 

Essex.  337,368. 
liloNiTOR  ■ '  ;  for  various  goods  (47)  and  for  perfum-evy  (48). 

Bv  Bird  &  Son,  Ltd.,  Glamorgan  Works,  East  Moors, 

Carditf.  337.332/3. 
•"Dodo  Br.and  " ;  for  perfumery,  etc.    (48).    By  Hodgson 
&  Simpson,  Ltd..  Bebington,  near  Birkenhead.  333,299. 
"  S.VLOME  "  and  scroll  label  design;  for  perfumed  soap  (48). 

By  John  Knight,  Ltd.,  Royal  Primrose  Soap  Works, 

Silvertown,  London,  E.  331,963. 
Label  design  including  words  '•Cherry  Tooth-paste":  for 

a  teeth-preparation  (48).    Bv  John  Gosnell  k  Co.,  Ltd., 

213-215  B'.ackfriars  Road,  'London.  335.299. 
Warno  "  ;  for  toilet  articles   (48).      Bv  Warner  Oliver, 

Ltd.,  4  Holies  Street,  London,  W.  337,826. 
^'Astine";  for  all  goods  (48).    Bv  Edwards'  Harlene  Co., 

95-96  High  Holborn,  London. "WC.  337.918. 

(From  the  "  Tradc-ynarks  Journal,"  December  S7,  1011.) 
■"Soda  Brand"  and  label  device  of  "split"  soda-vvater 
bottle:  for  caustic  soda  'and  so-da  ash  and  cry.stals  (1). 
Bv  Ammonia  Soda  Co.,  Ltd.,  Lostock  Gralam,  Cheshire. 
336,956. 

Antox  "  ;  for  goods  (1).    By  C.  A.  Line,  39  Beaufort  Road, 

Edgba*ton.  Birmingham.  337.389. 
ZoNAX  "  :    for  chemicals    (1).    Bv    W.    Canning    &  Co., 

133-137  Great  Hampton  Str-eet,  "Birmingham.  337.415. 
■"Hydra";    for  photographic  developers   (1).     By  Paget 

Prize  Plate  Co.,  Ltd.,  Watford.  337.817. 
Cakette,"  for  all  goods  (2  and  3);  "  Cakelettes,"  for  all 

goods  (44).    Bv  J.  Bibbv  &  Sons,  King  Edward  Street, 

Liverpool.    334,926/7.  333.978. 
^'  S.mith's  Cascara  Compound"  and  facsimile  signature;  fur 

a  medicine  (5).      Bv  J.   A.   Smith,   68-69  Shoe  Lane, 

London,  E.C.  337,070. 
■"  QuiNASP  "  ;  for  medicinal  cheniicair,  (3).    Bv  Prichard  & 

Constance,  Ltd.,  64  Haymarket,  London,  S.W.  337,254. 
■"  ASMYN  "  :  for  medicated  articles  and  medicines  (5).  By 

79  Eastbank  Street,  Southport.  Lanes.  557,688. 
■""  Sakgfa  ■' :    for  medicines  (5).    Bv  Dow  Bros.,  453  Green 

Lane.s.  Harringay,  N.  337,908: 
Mentho-Glanine  "  and  "  Remozapor  "  ;  for  medicines  (3). 

Bv  iVI.   E.   Trayser,    68-69  Shoe  Lane,  London,  E.C:. 

558,052/5. 

Kusu-No-Kl  "  :   for  essential  oils  (5).     Bv  C.  A.  Jones, 
85  Victoria  Dock  Road,  London,  E.  558,085. 
^'  OzoxAiR  "  (by  order)  :  for  ozone-producing  apparatus  18). 
Bv  Ozonair,   Ltd.,  96   "Victoria  Street,    London,  S.W. 
327,655, 

'"Fox":  for  surgical  apparatus  (11).  By  "  Sanitas  " 
Electrical  Co.,  Ltd.,  151d  Friedrichstrasse, 'Berlin,  N.  24. 
556,539, 

'■  .\kwadixe,"  "  Eidermax,"  and  "  Parrermas  "  ;  for  sur- 
gical contrivances  (11).  By  Andei'son,  Anderson  k, 
Airderson,  Ltd..  35  St.  Paul's  Churchyard,  London,  E.C. 
357,617,  557,619,  557,621. 

"  Sarto  ":  for  leverages  (42).    By  II.  Tusbaus,  47  Heidener 

Ciiaussee,  Borken,  Germany.  336,650. 
Label  device  of  turtle  and  cup  ;   for  extract  of  turtle-meat 
(42).    By  Turtle  Cun  (1911),  Ltd.,  14  St.  M-ary  Axe 
London,  E.C.  335.869. 
*■  Cctur  de  Jeannette  "  :  for  perfunierv,  etc.  (47).    Bv  Piess« 
1  &  Lubin,  28  South  Molton  Street,"  London,  W.  '554,056. 

"NuCRlNls":    for  hair-restorer  (48).    Bv  Isaac  Newton  k 
Son.  108  Market  Street,  Droyl.-den,  Manchester.  355,510. 
;   L<abol  design,  includin'?  words  "  Poixsr.TTA  EoxiA  "  ("  Poin- 
^  s'-tt.-'.  "  disclai-ie^l)  :   for  p.--rf-;merv,  etc.   (48).    By  J  & 

K.  .Atkin  c>;.  I.nl  .  2?  Old  B^nd"  Street.  London,  W 
.336,757. 


•■  Gabellexe  " :  for  a  hair-wash  (48).  By  A.  A.  Carnell, 
2  Imperial  Mansions,  170  Charing  Cross  Road,  London, 
W.C.  357,485. 

"  ScYTHiN  "  :  for  a  toilet-preparaiion  (43).  Bv  R.  G.  Neave, 
49  Market  Square,  Witney,  Oxfordshire.  "557,692. 


POISONING  FATALITIES. 


Eight  deaths  have  been  reported  since  our  last  issue  as  due 
to  poisons.    In  six  cases  death  was  accidental. 

Ammonia. — At  Dublin,  Annie  Kearns  died  from  misad- 
venture through  taking  ammonia  instead  of  glycerin. 

Caustic  Soda. — At  Southampton  a  four-year-old  boy  named 
James  Black  died  from  the  effects  of  taking  some  caustic- 
soda  solution  which  he  found  in  a  cup  on  the  kitchen  table 
at  his  parents'  home. 

Eucali/ptus  Oil  and  Camphorated  Oil  in  admixture  were 
administered  by  a  Blayclon  miner  named  Wm.  Thos. 
Harrison  to  Reuben,  his  nine-month.s-old  son,  in  mistake  for 
cod-liver  oil.    The  child  died  almost  immediately  afterwards. 

Laudanum. — A  Nottingham  Coroner's  jui-y  found  that 
Leonard  Love  (54),  hawker,  died  from  the  effects  of  taking 
laudanuu'n  during  a  fit  of  alcoholic  madness. — A  verdict  of 
death  from  misadventure  was  returned  at  the  inquest  at 
Islington  on  Wni.  Ormgreen  Marks  (49),  carman.  During 
the  hearing  of  evidence  Miss  Minnie  Farr,  chemist  and 
druggist.  59  St.  Paul's  Road,  Canonbury,  stated  that  a  few 
days  before  she  served  a  man  with  sixpennyworth  of  lauda- 
num, practically  an  ounce.  He  said  that  he  was  a  carman, 
and  wanted  to  give  a  dose  to  a  colicky  horse. — J.  T.  Stable- 
forth  (67),  of  Ba.vswater,  was  a  laudanum  drinker,  and  died 
on  December  50  from  an  overdose.  At  the  inquest  on  Janu- 
ary 4  a  chemist  stated  that  he  sold  deceased  two  8  oz. 
bottles  of  laudanum  at  a  time.  The  jury  expressed  the 
opinion  that  he  should  be  censured. 

Salt  of  Lemoti  was  the  agent  used  for  suicidal  purposes 
by  Jane  Ann  Cocker  (22),  Pendleton,  whose  wedding  had 
been  put  oil. 

Spirit  of  Salt  taken  in  mistake  for  a  draught  of  medicine 
was  responsible  for  the  accidental  death  of  Amos  John 
Griffiths  (37),  hawker,  Birmingham. 

Veronal. — A  Buxton  schoolmistress  named  Ellen  Jeffery, 
(51)  took  a  fatal  dose  of  this  drug  in  an  endeavour  to  pro- 
cure sleep. 


AGRICULTURAL  NOTES. 


La\  e:vder-gro-wing  was  dealt  with  in  the  October  issue  of 
"The  Journal  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture."  It  is  pointed 
out  that  there  is  difficulty  in  disposing  of  any  large  quan- 
tity of  lavender  in  places  where  no  stills  exist,  but  it  is 
added,  there  is  a  fair  market  for  bunches  of  lavender- 
flowers  in  most  large  towns. 

A  Cucumber  and  Melon  Disease  new  to  Great  Britain  is 
described  in  the  "  Journal  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture'' 
for  November,  an  illustration  of  the  fungus  being  given. 
It  is  CoUetotrichum  oUejochcctum,  Cavari.  It  is  stated  that 
every  part  of  the  plant  is  liable  to  attack  by  the  fungus, 
and  seedlings  are  often  killed  in  large  numbers,  owing  to  the 
.seed-leaves  or  cotyledons  and  stem  being  destroyed.  The 
"Journal"  states  that  neither  flowers  of  sulphur  nor  Bor- 
deaux mixture  checks  the  progress  of  this  disease  when 
once  fairly  established,  but.  on  the  other  hand,  a  solution 
of  liver  of  sulphur  1  oz.  dissolved  in  5  or  4  gals,  of  water, 
depending  on  the  relative  "hardness"  of  the  foliage, 
arrests  its  progress,  as  also  does  "self-boiled  lime-sulphui- 
mixture."  Diseased  leaves  and  fruit  should  be  removed 
during  the  early  stage  of  the  disease  before  the  spores  are 
mature 

"  Farming  in  Spain  "  is  described  by  Mr.  E.  T.  Brown  in 
the  "  Journal  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture"  for  November, 
and  in  the  course  of  it  he  states  that  "  all  classes  of  persons 
employed  in  agricultural  pursuits  are  to  be  obliged,  under, 
pain  of  a  fine  of  50  pesetas  (57«.),  to  report  to  the  committee 
any  cases  of  pests  which  may  come  under  their  observation. 
All  agriculturists  are  obliged  to  adopt  such  measures  as 
may  be  prescribed  by  the  committee  and  sanctioned  by  the 
Government  inspectors.  A  scale  of  fines  is  laid  down  for 
non-compliance,  and  of  compensation  for  damage  suffered  by- 
individuals  through  measures  of  isolation,  etc.  Steps  are 
to  be  taken  to  spread  a  knowledge  of  pests  and  of  the 
methods  of  dealing  with  them.  The  .scheme  is  to  lie  financ3<l 
by  the  formation  in  each  district  of  a  fund  which  may  net 
exceed  5  oer  cent,  of  the  capital  sum  rt  which  the  distru  r. 
IS  «  1        taxation  under  the  heading  of  'Agricultural- 

wealth.'  " 
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WINTER  SESSION, 


Association  Presidents. 

The  President  of  tlio  Pwston  and  District  Chomists'  Associa- 
tion this  session  is  yir.  Jcsepli  Fearon  Burnett,  I'h.C,  who 

is  in  business  at  254  Fyldc 
Road,  Preston,  th<>,  shop  in 
which  tho  late  Mr.  jVIark 
Hargreaves  carried  on  busi- 
ness for  many  years.  Mr. 
Burnett  served  a  six-years' 
apprenticeship  in  a  manu- 
facturing district,  and  after 
tliat  had  a  good  all-round 
experience  of  ihc  drug-trade, 
having  held  situations  botli 
in  the  retail  and  wholesale 
in  London  and  the  provinces, 
and  he  was  ten  years  on  tho 
road  before  he  started  in 
Preston.  He  passed  the 
Minor  examination  in  July 

1883,  and  the  Major  in  June 

1884.  Under  his  guidance 
the  Preston  Association  will 

continue  the  career  of  indcpondent  criticism  and  useful  work 
for  which  it  is  noted. 


Mil.    .J.    F.   IJUKNI  IT. 


Brief  Records. 

Cbemlsts'  Assistants'  Association. -  rhe  paper  on 
"The  Physiology  of  a  Meal."  lu  Ix-  road  on  March  14,  is  to 
be  by  Mr.  Ernest  II.  F.  Brittain. 

Association  of  Women  Pharmacists.'— Tho  following 
is  the  programme  of  meetings  to  be  held  during  the  second 
half  of  the  session  : 

Tuesday,  February  6,  at  8  p.m.,  at  Dr.  Williams's Librai-y, 
Gordon  Square,  W.C.  :  "  Esperanto  and  its  Relation  to 
Pharm^acists,"  by  Mrs.  Freke. 

Tuesday.  April  2,  at  8  P.M.,  at  Goirdon  Hall,  Gordon 
Square,  W.C.  :  "  Notes  on  an  Old  Plerbal."  by  Miss  M. 
Buchanan,  Ph.C.  :  "  Milk  and  its  Sterilisation,"  bv  Miss 
A.  Gilliatt,  Ph.C.  ;  and  "  Field  Rambles,"'  by  Miss  0. 
Andrews,  Ph.C. 

Tuesday,  May  21.  at  8  p.m.,  at  Dr.  Williams's  Library. 
Gordon  Square.  W.(!.  :  '"Current  Pharmaceutical  Politics," 
by  Mr.  W.  J.  Uglow  Woolcock. 

Tue.sdav.  June  25.  at  8  p.m.,  at  Gordon  Hall,  Gordon 
Square.  W.C.  :  Annual  business-meeting. 

Members  are  invited  to  bring  friends  to  all  meetings,  except 
to  the  annual  business-meeting. 


Wrexham  Chemists'  Association. 

A  MEETING  wn.s  held  on  January  1  at  the  Imperial  Hotel, 
Wrexham.  There  were  present  ^Ir.  C.  G.  Caldecott 
(Chairman),  Messrs.  L.  B.  Rowland.  A.  LI.  Francis,  W.  F. 
Harlowe,  L.  Edwards.  W.  -Tones  (Rhos),  D.  Evans  (Rhos). 
.J.  E.  Jones  (Cefn),  and  .J.  B.  Francis  (Hon.  Secretary). 
Mr.  Harlowe,  successor  to  Messrs.  Barker  &  h'on,  was  wel- 
comed as  a  new  member.  Arrangements  were  made  for 
Mr.  Woolcock 's  visit  on  January  17. 

The  National  Insur.\nce  Act 
■was  the  subject  of  a  paper  read  by  Mr.  J.  B.  Francis. 
He  began  by  stating  that  although  a  natural  resentment 
against  change  may  make  the  Act  unpopular  at  the  start, 
there  is  no  doubt  that  the  Act  will  usher  in  an  entirely 
new  era  and  change  the  condition  of  pharmacy  for  tho 
better.  The  Insurance  Act.  he  said,  is  misunder-stood 
because  pharmacists  cannot  altogether  get  away  from  the 
capitation  idea  of  2s.,  and  overlook  tho  important  fact 
that  no  offer  at  all  has  yet  been  made.  No  scale  is  men- 
tioned in  the  Act,  and  no  suggestion  that  the  payment 
should  be  so  much  for  each  member  of  a  society.  On  the 
contrary.  Section  15.  Sub-clauses  7  and  8.  provides  un- 
limited funds  for  medical  service  and  benefits.  Although 
some  time  must  elapse  before  the  regulations  are  issued 
as  approved  by  the  Commissioners,  iNIr.  Francis  predicted 
that  the  Act  will  be  worked  in  the  following  mann^ir  : 
The  insured  {>erson  will  go  to  or  send  for  his  doctor,  the 
doctor  wall  prescribe  and  give  liis  order  for  medical 
requirements.  The  pharmacist  will  enter  these  require- 
ments in  hia   insurance    register,    charge   according  to 


schedule,  send  his  bill  to  tho  Insurame  (Mhc  c  with  the 
vouchers,  and  in  due  course  receive  payment. 

The  fact  must  not  be  ovei'looked  when  arranging  j)rices 
that  the  Insurance  Act  will  affect  the  cost  of  production 
of  drugs  and  medical  lequirenients,  so  that  the  price-lists 
of  1912  will  not  be  suitable  for  the  year  1913,  when  the 
medical  benefit  begins.  Care  must  also  be  taken  to  securft 
repre.;entati(>n  on  the  Insurance  Committee,  in  order  to 
secure  fair  remuneration  for  services  rendered  and  good.s 
supplied.  No  pharmacist  will  suffer  any  di6(]ualifi(atioii 
by  becoming  a  member  of  such  committee.  The  Insur- 
ance Committee  would  have  to  arrange  matters  so  that 
the  prices  agreed  upon  were  private,  otherwise  tho  mini- 
mum insurance  prices  would,  if  they  became  public  pro- 
perty, become  the  standard  prices  of  the  other  two-thirds 
of  the  community  not  insvn-ed,  because  it  is  clear  that 
wives  and  children  do  not  come  within  tho  scope  of  the 
Act.  This  would  bring  loss  and  bankruptcy  to  many  if 
not  carefully  guarded  against.  Drug-store  proprietors 
and  unqualified  shopkeepers  have  not  gained  anything, 
said  ^Ir.  Francis,  but  the  empty  right  to  see  their  name 
on  the  panel.  The  chemist  who  gets  the  prescTiption  will 
certainly  get  the  business  for  accessories.  No  one  xvill 
take  part  of  a  prescription,  say,  for  "  linseed  meal  "  to 
a  drug-stores,  as  cheapness  will  not  appeal  to  people  who- 
have  not  to  ))ay  the  bill. 

A  discussion  followed,  and  a  resolution  was  passetl 
urging  local  pharmaceutical  associations  to  .secure  on  a.\l 
County  Insurance  Committees  at  least  two  jiharmacists. 

Birkenhead  and  Wlrral  Association  of 
Pharmacists. 

A  meeting  was  held  at  Birkenhead  on  December  14,. 
Mr.  Stelfox  (the  President)  in  the  cha.ir.  Among  those  pre- 
sent were  Messrs.  Stones.  Cragg.  James,  Pott,  Mellor, 
Somerville,  Cookson,  W.  Snow,  Ellithorne,  Govier,  Lewis, 
Kendall,  Elder,  Wynne,  Woodfield  Cooke,  Welton,  Stephen.- 
Jones,  W.  G.  Snow,  Grant,  White,  and  H.  S.  Welton. 
:\Ir.  Harold  Wyatt  read  a  paper  on 

Dispensing  Difficulties. 
:Mr.  Wyatt  commenced  by  stating  that  Latin  is  rapidly- 
becoming  a  thing  of  the  past;  doctors  use  it  now  simply 
to  disguise  their  intentions  from  their  patients.  After 
.=ome  remarks  on  fundamental  principles  he  gave  the  fol- 
lowing examples  of  difficulties  : 

Sod.  bicarb   .^iij- 

Magnes.  calc.    .'ii'j- 

Aq.  ad    5vj. 

In  this  case  the  results  obtained  vary,  depending  on  the 
condition  of  the  magnesia.  When  first  dispensed,  ther 
mixture  shook  up  easily,  and  there  was  no  complaint 
made.  Dispensed  again  in  another  pharmacy,  the  mixture 
went  solid.  In  other  cases  heavy  magnesia  was  usecJ, 
with  varving  results.  There  remained  in  tne  bottle 
caustic  soda  and  a  deposit  of  carbonate  of  magnesia.. 
In  the  first  case  the  calcined  magnesia  used  had  evidently 
been  partly  converted  into  carbonate— to  what  extent 
would  depend  on  circumstances  and  exposure;  probably 
each  particle  of  calc-ined  magnesia  would  be  coated  by- 
particles  of  carbonate.  In  the  second  case  the  mag.  calc. 
was  in  better  condition,  and  everything  favoured  the 
formation  of  sodium  hydrate.  Heavy  magnesia  is  more 
liable  to  deterioration,  as  it  is  generally  sent  out  in  a 
iiarcel,  while  the  lisht  is  supplied  in  a  bottle.  In  a 
case  like  this  the  patient  would  be  getting  a  more  than 
a  safe  dose  of  caustic  soda,  and  it  would  bo  quite  proi>er 
to  use  magnes.  carb.  instead  of  the  oxide  if  the  doctor 
could  not  be  got  at. 

Liq.  hyd.  pcrchlor. 

Sod.  citratis  

Lac.  bismuth.   

Spt.  chlorof.   

Aq.  calcis  ad  

After  standing  a  little  while  there  is  a  slight  black  precipi- 
tate At  first  it  was  thought  that  the  bismuth  had  been 
reduced  and  that  the  precipitate  would  be  a  bismuthous 
oxide,  which  is  black,  but  this  precipitate  gave  the  i^c-^ 
tions  for  mercurv.    In  this  case  no  addition  or  alteration. 


gr.  XX. 

fllXXlV. 

5it5. 


Index    Folio  25 


5S 


THE   CHEMIST  AND  DEUGGIST 


January  6,  1912 


can  be  made  ;  the  only  thing  is  to  put  a  "  Shake  the 
Ixittle  ' '  kibel  on  it. 

Another  case  of  a  precipitate  was  in  a  mixture  containing 
•oodein.,  ac.  hydrobrom.  dil.,  ac.  hydrocyan.  dil.,  aqua,  and 
syr.  limonis. 

Here  the  precipitate  is  codeine  hydrobromide.  All  that  can 
be  done  is  to  put  a  "  Shake  "  label  on. 

Bis.  subnit   jiij. 

Mucila/g.    q.s. 

Aq.  cinnam.  ad      ...       ...       ...  Jiij. 

In  the  first  case,  the  dispenser  added  six  drachms  of 
mucilage  to  the  bismuth,  and  then  added  the  water ;  but 
-the  bismuth  went  into  a  hard  mass  at  the  bottom  of 
the  bottle.  Powdered  acacia  was  then  tried,  with  no 
Tbetter  result.  The  best  way  is  to  make  the  acacia  into 
■mucilage  with  half  the  water,  shake  the  bismuth  with  the 
other  half  of  the  water,  and  mix. 

A  mixture  containing  caflfeine  citrate  and  pot.  iodid.  dis- 
■ooloured  through  liberation  of  iodine.    r!\-  u-iin'  j  <  (ii  i.' 


given  in  the  examination-room  an  enema  to  make,  say, 
with  olive  oil,  starch,  etc.,  he  will  probably  shake  them 
all  up  together.  In  his  own  shop  such  a  mistake  is  scarcely 
probable. 

Foreign  Phe.scriptions. 
I  The  metric  system  is  an  impoz-tant  thing,  and  one  which 
ought  not  to  be  lost  sight  of.  A  Roumanii.;n  chemist  one© 
told  him  that  he  had  taken  a  simple  prescription  written 
in  the  metric  system  to  a  chemist  in  the  East-end  of 
London,  who  said  he  could  not  dispense  it  as  he  had 
not  got  the  weights.  Foreign  prescriptions  as  a  rule  are 
not  difficult.  Rus.3ian  prescriptions  are  fortunately 
written  in  Latin,  that  being  the  law.  The  chemist  in 
Russia,  in  dispensing  a  prescription,  has  to  keep  the 
original,  and  send  out  a  copy  in  full  Latin.  The  rest  of 
European  nations  use  their  own  language.  The  Inter- 
national Congress  has  not  got  so  far  as  an  International 
Pharmacopoeia,  but  good  progress  has  been  made  by 
making  the  potent  remedies  fairly  even  in  strength.  In 
Sdulli  .\ iiiiTic  Ml  r  i;:ntfies  one  gets  good  up-to-date  pre- 


Messks.  Paeke,  D.wis  &  Co.'s  Majority  Di.vneii  Paktv. 
Tlic  pliotu,  by  Fradolle  &  Young-,  Ltd.,  sJiows  the  Oliairman  standing. 


■sponding  amount  of  cafTeine  instead  of  the  citrate  the  :Tiix- 
liure  is  rendered  stable. 

Potas.  permang   gr.  j. 

Ext.   gentian.    q.s. 

Ft.  pil. 

'The  best  way  is  to  mix  the  permanganate  and  the  gentian 
.separately  with  a  little  lanoline  and  mass  with  a  little 
kaolin. 

With  nitrate  of  silver  pills  many  doctors  seem  to  know 
tno  other  excipient  than  breadcrumb  or  conf.  rosa?. 
Breadcrumb  is  a  bad  excipient.  It  is  much  better  to  u.se 
'kaolin  ointment  or  lanoline  and  talc  or  kieselguhr. 

Wax  in  pills  or  suppositories  is  looked  \ipon  by  chemists 
almost  with  horror,  but  bearing  in  mind  the  nature  of 
;the  ingredients  prescribed  wax  is  good  in  pills  and  sup- 
positories. In  the  case  of  chloral  or  chloretone  supposi- 
"bories  wax  acts  very  well.  The  wax,  w-hen  expelled,  is 
like  a  skeleton,  the  soluble  ingredients  having  been  dis- 
solved out  like  the  glycerin  is  from  a  stearin  supposi- 
tory. In  pills  of  terpineol  and  benzoate  of  soda  use  wax 
a.nd  a  trace  of  soap,  otherwise  a  big  pill  results.  Mr. 
Wyatt  said  he  had  been  much  struck  with  the  difficulty 
students  have  with  ointments  in  the  examination-room. 
Unless  a  candidate  is  given  very  clear  instructions  he 
•generally  goes  wrong.  Nervousness  is.  of  course,  a  big 
factor,  and  so  are  the  unfamiliar  surroundings.  A  man 
would  not  be  marked  down  for  nervousness.  Examiners 
do  not  delight  in  plucking  students,  but  often  try  to 
prevent  the  students  j^lucking  themselves.    If  a  man  is 


scriptions  and  very  go-ahead  chemists,  but  there  is  no 
official  Pharmacopoeia  except  in  Mexico.  European  Phar- 
macopoeias are  used.  Brazil  uses  the  French  Codex,  Chili 
the  German  Pharmacopoeia.  He  had  one  prescription  the 
other  day  written  in  Latin,  with  directions  in  Spanish.  It 
had  been  dispensed  by  a  Norwegian  chemist,  and  the  pre- 
scriber  was  a  Dane.  In  French  prescriptions,  if  "  pre- 
cipite  blanc "  is  ordered  it  means  calomel.  Also  for 
vaseline  always  use  white  vaseline,  and  for  vaseline  oil 
use  a  heavy  oil. 

IMr.  Wyatt  concluded  with  examples  of  foreign  prescrip- 
tions. 

In  reply  to  a  question  regarding  the  advisability  of 
bidding  something  to  suspend  tincture  of  myrrh  in  a 
gargle,  he  said  it  would  depend  on  whether  there  are 
present  any  salts  that  would  tend  to  throw  out  the  myrrh. 
In  that  case  a  little  senega  would  be  a  useful  thing  to 
add. 

Mr.  Wyatt  wrs  arcorded  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  for  his 
practical  address. 

Social  Gatberings. 

"Extract  Dinner."— The  twenty-eighth  annual  dinner 
given  bv  Messrs.  Ncwball  &  Mason,  Nottingham,  to  then- 
employes  was  held  on  Friday  evening.  December  29.  Mr. 
B.  Deaville  presiding.  After  dinner  and  the  patriotic  toasts, 
a  lengthy  programme  of  music,  recitations,  and  sketches 
wiis  entered  upon.  The  sketches  were  "Forgiven"  and 
"The  Nigger  Store-keener."  both  being  well  played  by 
members  of  the  staff.  The  entertainment  was  enjoyable 
from  beginning  to  end. 
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A  Talk  with  Travellers.-The  directors  of  Messrs. 
C.  11.  Marker,  Stagg  &  Morgan,  Ltd.,  wholesale  and  export 
druggists  and  manufacturing  chemists,  Milo  End,  London, 
E.,  entertained  the  town  and  country  representatives  of  the 
company  a-t  dinner  in  tho  Cannon  Street  Hotel  during 
Christmas  week,  the  heads  of  departments  in  the  offioc, 
laboratory,  and  warehouse  also  being  guests.  Mr.  T.  White, 
chairman  of  the  board  of  directors,  occupied  the  chair,  and 
was  supported  by  tho  other  directors  of  tho  comrjany.  After 
dinner  and  tho  loyal  toasts  tho  meeting  resolved  itself  into 
a  business  conference,  which  lasted  until  midnight.  The  pro- 
ceedings were  both  enjoyable  and  profitable  to  'all  con- 
cerned tliGrein,  and  they  look  forward  to  future  conferences 
of  tho  same  nature. 

''Twenty-one  Years  Ago"  and  Wow.— On  Monday 
evening,  January  1,  Messrs.  Paikc,  Davis  &  Co.  celebrated 
tho  majority  of  their  London  liranch  by  entertaining  to 
dinner  in  the  Criterion  llestaurant  the  principal  members 
of  tho  London  and  Hounslow  staff's,  the  British  represen- 
tatives, and  a  number  of  the  foreign  representatives,  the 
company  numbering  seventy-five  in  all.  Mr.  F.  M.  Fisk, 
the  European  manager,  presided.  After  dinner  the  Chairman 
read  many  telegrams  and  cablegrams  congratulating  him 
on  the  'auspicious  event,  and  thereafter  led  off  the  toasts 
with  "  The  King  and  the  President,"  which  was  received 
with  musical  honours.  The  toast  of  "  Tho  Firm  "  was  pro- 
posed by  Mr.  Thomas  Maben,  who  prefaced  his  remarks  by 
quoting  from  the  C.  <k  D.,  February  7,  1891,  tho  announco- 
ment  that  the  firm  had  fitted  up  handsome  offices  in  I!oJ- 
born  Viaduct-,  also  a  suKsequent  interview  (C.  <(;  D.,  March  7, 
1891)  with  Mr.  Fisk,  showing  how  modest  were  the  begin- 
nings of  the  branch  which  has  since  grown  to  large  pi'o- 
portions.  To  this  progress  Mr.  M-aben  referred  in  detail, 
and  spoke  in  warm  terms  of  Mr.  Fisk's  work  as  manager. 
The  toast  was  enthusiastically  i-eceived,  land  on  rising  to 
reply  Mr.  Fisk  was  cordially  greeted.  He  read  a  letter  from 
Mr.  E.  G.  Swift,  general  manager  of  the  firm,  Detroit,  giving 
greeting  on  behalf  of  the  officers  of  the  house,  and  expressing 
warm  appreciation  of  the  effoi-ts  of  all  who  had  participated 
in  the  growth  of  the  London  branch  of  the  business,  with 
the  conviction  that  nowhere  have  they  a  market  that  gives 
greater  promise  than  the  territory  in  Mr.  Fisk's  charge. 
Tracing  in  plain  terms  the  growth  of  the  branch  from  its 
found'ation  at  43  Holborn  Viaduct,  when  the  staff  consisted 
of  himself,  his  brother,'  Mr.  Harry  Fisk,  and  a  stenographer, 
Mr.  Fisk  recalled  some  of  the  incidents  of  twenty  years  ago, 
the  company  being  much  amused  by  his  remarks  regard- 
ing the  typewriter  and  typewritten  letters,  which  at  that 
time  were  such  an  innovation  that  occasionally  when  doctors 
called  they  would  remark  about  '"that  peculiar  noise,"  then 
examined  the  typewriting  machine  with  the  greatest  interest-. 
Ho  touched  lightly  upon  the  difficulties  which  bad  to  be 
encountered.  Speaking  to  the  guests  as  fellow-workers  with 
liimself,  ho  said  that  mutual  consideration  a,nd  esteem  are 
the  corner-stones  uix)n  which  every  succes.sful  business  is 
built,_  and  he  knew  that  these  are  cKaracteristics  of  those 
associated  in  the  European  branch  of  Farke,  Davis  &  Co., 
and  thanked  all  of  them  for  this  renewed  proof  of  loyal 
confidence  and  attachment. 

Mr.  Fisk  was  followed  by  Mr.  G.  R.  H.  Clark,  who  gave 
the  toast  of  "  The  Representative  Staff,"  Mr.  Robert 
MacAlley  replying  on  behalf  of  the  home  representatives 
■and  Mr.  Millet  for  the  foreign.  Mr.  Ilolloway  then  gave 
"  The  Office  Staff,"  Mr.  Bowden  replying,  this  being  fol- 
ilowod  by  "  The  Laboratory  Staff,"  given  by  Mr.  H.  J.  Fisk 
and  resixjnded  to  by  Mr.'  R.  C.  Brown,  and  finally  "The 
Subsidiarv  Branches  "  was  toasted,  Mr.  Brier,  of  St.  Peters- 
burg, replying. 

At  this  stage  of  the  proceedings  an  address,  engrossed  on 
vellum  and  signed  by  every  gentleman  present  as  well  as 
by  others  who  did  not  attend,  the  whole  being  fashioned 
in  a  fine  example  of  the  bookbinder's  art,  was  pre- 
sented by  Mr.  Holloway  to  Mr.  F.  M.  Fisk,  to- 
gether \vith  a  valuable  diamond  pin  and  a  set  of  gold 
sleeve-links.  In  making  the  presentation.  Mr.  Holloway  men- 
tioned that  the  staff  of  three,  which  the  branch  comprised 
twenty-one  years  ago.  has  now  grown  to  570,  rnd  the  in- 
crea-9<Kl  business  in  1911.  compared  with  that  of  1910,  was 
gre_nter  than  the  whole  year's  turnover  thirteen  years  aero, 
while  it  has  quadrupled  during  the  past  nine  years.  Dr. 
Foster,  senior  provincial  rcT>resentative,  who  ioined  the 
staff  in  1892.  also  spoke,  and  was  followed  bv  Mr.  Harry 
Hickey,  senior  town  representative,  who  joined  about  eigb*^ 
months  after  Dr.  Foster.  Mr.  Brown,  Mr.  Holderness.  and 
Mr.  Patis.  representing  the  laboratorv,  office,  and  warp- 
bouse  staffs  respectively,  also  spoke.  In  the  course  of  his 
speech  Mr.  Brown  mentioned  that  the  Laboratorv  opened 
three  years  ago  f>t  Houns'.ow  is  so  con'^psted  that  the  ground 
has  been  cleared  for  an  addition.  The  warm  receptions 
which  Mr.  Fisk  hnd  received  in  the  earlier  stages  of  the  pro- 
ceedings were  eclipsed  by  that  accorded  to  liim  when  he 
rose  to  acknowledge  the  gift.    Speaking  of  the  kind  and 


encouraging  words  which  harj  fallen  from  cacli  gonlleman. 
he  mentioned  tho  assistance  in  the  progre.ss  of  the  branch- 
afforded  by  all  tho  members  of  the  staff  and  representatives, 
and  disclaimed  being  aught  else  but  a  unit  in  the  long  list; 
of  the  employes  of  the  firm,  but  as  tho  official  representative 
he  stated  that  ho  desired  to  promote  their  interests  in  com- 
mon with  those  of  the  firm,  and  he  trusted  that  he  would 
continue  to  enjoy  their  confidence  and  support.  Ho  heartily 
thanked  all  for  their  mementoes  of  this  majority. 

It  had  been  iritended  to  alternate  tho  speeches  with  songs 
and  other  music,  but  tho  musical  programme  became  of 
.secondary  importance  to  tho  enthusiasm  of  the  speeches, 
but  room  was  found  for  a  popular  song  bv  Mr.  Stanley 
White,  who  joined  tho  literary  staff  of  the  firm  six  week& 
ago.  "  Auld  Lang  Sync  "  brought  a  memorable  evening  to 
a  close. 

The  annual  danoo  of  the  staff  and  their  ladv  friends  was- 
held  in  the  Portman  Rooms,  Baker  Street,  on  Saturday 
evening,  December  30,  and  was  most  successful,  thanks  to 
the  energies  of  the  committee  and  tho  M.C.s  (Messrs.  Clark 
and  Hickey),  with  a  good  string  band.  Many  of  tho  repre- 
sentatives came  to  the  dance,  and  enjoyed  it  well,  after  their 
conference  work  during  the  day. 


London  Drug  Statistics. 

The  following  statistics  are  compiled  from  information  sup- 
plied by  public  warehouses.  They  relate  to  the  receipts  and 
deliveries  of  some  of  the  leading  drugs  from  and  into  the 
London  public  warehouses  for  tho  month  of  December,  an<il 
to  the  stocks  on  Dcceml>er  31 : 


Aloes  C9.  et.e. 

 gourds 

Anise,  star  cs. 

Arrowroot  pkgs.  | 

Balsams  ...ckB.  etc. 

Calumba  pkgs. 

Camphor   ,, 

Cardamoms    ...  ,, 

Cascarasagradatons  | 

Cinchona  pl^gs. 

Cochineal  bgs. 

Cuhebs   ,, 

Dragon's-blood  pkgs. 

Gaits  , 

Gums — 
Ammoniacum  ,, 

Animi  

Acacia   ,, 

Asafetida   ,, 

Benzoin   ,, 

Copal   ,, 

Damar   ,, 

Galbanum  

Gamboge   ,, 

Kauri  tons  net 

Kino  pkgs. 

Mastich   ,, 

Myrrh,  E.I  , 

Olibanum   ,, 

Sandarac   ,, 

Tragacanth....  ,, 

Ipecacuanha— 
Cartaeona. .  ..pkgs. 
E.I.  (Johore)..  ,, 
Matto  Grosso  ,, 
Minas  

Jalap  bis. 

Nux  vomica.. ..pkgs. 

Oils— 

•Anise,  star  cs.  ; 

'Cassia  , 

Castor  pkgs. 

Coconut  tons 

Olive  pkgs.  I 

Palm  tons 

Quinine  lb. 

Khubarb  cs. 

Sarsaparilla  bis. 

Senna  pkgs. 

Shellac  cs. 

Turmeric  tons 

\Va.\-—  1 

Bees'  pkgs. 

Vegetable  ... 


December 

Stocks 

1911 

Landed 

Delivd. 

1911 

1910 

Imprtd. 

Delivd. 

1  no 

i   '21  9 

1,283 

2,215 

2,18& 

l,5l5 

1,181 

1,594 

10 

75 

30 

120 

153 

732 

2,576 

4.021 

10,157 

11,832 

96 

148 

249 

428 

357 

548 

632 

256 

1,303 

154 

3,203 

2,?1'D 

450 

817 

l,9c9 

1.183 

9,571 

8,790 

i  1  ( 

ISO 

745 

-*,loO 

4,11T 

'6 

7 

29a 

369 

80 

173- 

657 

769 

4.0.!6 

4.498 

6,738 

7,104 

74 

81 

344 

308 

622 

535 

17 

168 

29  ^ 

646 

6f6 

8 

22 

123 

2:6 

210 

321 

248 

267 

1,938 

1,079 

4,123 

3,2;e 

3 

4 

4 

'iZ 

22 

271 

f7 

437 

379 

1.142 

1,070 

1,422 

729 

4,931 

8,287 

11  141 

14,46c, 

i 

103 

669 

7.U 

1.611 

1,67J 

92 

84 

296 

530 

1,567 

1.76S' 

2,3u5 

4,132 

23,837 

20  887 

51,018 

48,117 

337 

659 

4,566 

5.657 

9,630 

10,560 

22 

137 

169 

282 

314 

41 

39 

381 

337 

699 

652 

4 

23 

41 

1& 

9 

20 

30 

37 

44 

57 

28 

4.8 

275 

491 

348 

41 

638 

253 

1,171 

£25 

33 

76 

562 

823 

1.323 

l,5i5 

474 

916 

3,318 

3,263 

17.877 

17,822 

1 

23 

101 

42 

127 

31 

l<\ 

HI 

220 

210 

5 

49 

51 

101 

117 

16 

14 

39 

22 

134 

123 

8 

75 

41 

460 

426 

8 

124 

686 

1,037 

1,490 

20 

13 

27 

74 

134 

142- 

13 

37 

13 

78 

5J 

144 

70 

211 

139 

1,127 

1.055 

105 

36 

284 

401 

1,142 

1,2d6 

273 

242 

1,550 

1.434 

3.279 

5,147 

33 

102 

69 

12,8F9 

2,999 

222,365 

230,461 

86.497 

94.52'; 

■  45 

73 

296 

497 

4t4 

645 

3! 

56 

224 

442 

704 

922 

669 

416 

2.328 

2.960 

5.014 

5.625. 

5.259 

3.796 

100, 4£8 

96.337 

48,364 

44,2U 

17 

48 

340 

305 

647 

470' 

1,147 

1,605 

1  848 

2,005 

8,012 

7,852 

45 

547 

407 

1,175 

1,C8Z 

•  stocks  of  essential  oils  at  Smith's  Wharf  and  Brewer's  Quay 

are  not  iuoluded. 
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TRADE  REPORT. 

The  prices  given  in  this  section  are  those  obtained  by  importers  or 
manufacturers  for  bulk  quantities  or  origrinal  packagres.  To  these 
■prices  various  charges  have  to  be  added,  whereby  values  are  in 
many  instances  greatly  augmented  before  wholesale  dealers 
receive  the  goods  into  stock,  after  which  much  expense  may  be 
incurred  in  garbling  and  the  like.  Qualities  of  chemicals,  drugs, 
oils,  and  many  other  commodities  vary  greatly,  and  higher 
prices  than  those  here  quoted  are  charged  for  selected  qualities 
of  natural  products  even  in  bulk  quantities.  Retail  buyers 
cannot,  therefore,  for  these  and  other  reasons,  expect  to 
purchase  at  the  prices  quoted  here. 

4a  Cannon  Street,  London,  EX.,  January  4. 

A  S  is  usual  in  the  first  week  of  the  New  Year,  business 
has  been  on  restricted  lines,  and  the  interval  has 
been  quite  uneventful.  With  the  resumption  of  the  drug- 
-auctions  next  week  more  normal  conditions  will  prevail. 
The  only  change  of  note  has  been  the  erratic  market  in 
•quicksilver,  which  was  reduced  7s.  6d.  on  Tuesday,  but 
this  stimulating  the  demand,  the  Baron  advanced  his  price 
.'5s.  on  Wednesday.  Among  fine  chemicals,  there  are 
ipractically  no  changes  of  consequence.  The  scale  of 
scheduled  prices  for  bismuth  preparations  has  been  re-cast 
and  the  "re-sale"  clause  withdrawn.  Thymol  is  firmer 
in  some  quarters,  but  others  continue  unchanged.  The 
chief  event  in  drugs  is  the  official  confirmation  of  the  new 
buchu  tax;  stocks  of  ergot  are  accumulating  somewhat, 
and  prices  are  nominal.  Ipecacuanha  is  steady  and  in 
retail  demand.  English-made  castor  oil  is  cheaper,  and 
■clove  oil  has  also  been  reduced.  Lemon  oil  is  easier  on 
spot  owing  to  the  proximity  of  new  crop  arrivals.  Opium 
.continues  firm,  with  an  absence  of  news  on  account  of 
native  holidays.  The  following  table  shows  the  chief 
alterations  of  the  week  : 


Firmer 

Easier 

Lower 

Cocoa  butter 
Copper  sulphate 
iLinseed 
Thymol 

Acetanilide 
Castor  oil  (Hull) 
Ergot 

Lemon  oil  (spot) 
Veratrin 

Clove  oil 
Quicksilver 

(first  hands) 

Cablegram. 

New  York,  January  4. — Business  in  drugs  is  quiet. 
Opimn  is  fimi  at  $8.50  per  lb.  for  druggists'.  Jalap  is 
'lower  at  26c.  Cascara  sagrada  is  steady  at  9c.  Pepper- 
'mint  oU  in  tins  is  dull  at  $2.85.  Buchu  is  hardening  at 
'95c.  for  round  leaves.  Balsam  tolu  is  easy  at  52c.,  as  is 
guarana  at  $1.65  per  lb. 

London  Markets. 

Acetanilide  is  about  ^(L  per  lb.  easier,  crystals  offer- 
ing at  lOd.  per  lb.  in  1-cwt.  lots  and  9|(7.  in  5-cwt.  lots. 

Aloes. — Between  the  auctions  sales  of  50  kegs  Socotrine 
of  good  quality  have  been  made  to  the  home  trade. 

Aniseed  is  unchanged  at  29.s.  per  cwt.  for  Russian  and 
.32s.  6d.  to  34.S.  for  Spanish. 

Arrowroot.— Quiet  at  auction.  Ten  half  barrels  of 
[Bermuda  were  bought  in  at  Is.  6d.  and  20  cases  Natal  at 
lOd.  per  lb. 

Balsam  Tolu. — A  private  advice  from  New  York  reports 
fair  arrivals  there,  but  owing  to  the  extreme  prices  asked 
^business  is  diflficult ;  in  London  2s.  6d.  net  is  quoted  for 
small  tins  and  2s.  4^rf.  net  for  large  tins. 

Benzoin. — The  arrivals  comprise  70  cases  Sumatra, 
'25  Palembang,  and  three  cases  Siam. 

Bismuth  Salts.— The  five  English  makers  who  con- 
.•stitute  the  Convention  have  issued  a  circular  dated 
January  1,  stating  that  in  consequence  of  the  representa- 
itions  made  to  them  by  many  prominent  members  of  the 
wholesale  drug-trade  regarding  the  friction  caus€d  by 


the  constant  infringement  of  the  "resale  clause"  in  the 
case  of  bismuth  salts,  they  have  regretfully  decided  to 
discontinue  the  same  from  January  1,  1912.  All  current 
contracts  are  declared  to  be  free  from  any  restrictions  as 
to  resale  from  this  date.  The  January  price-lists  as  issued 
by  the  makers  show  a  recasting  of  the  scheduled  prices 
of  preparations,  whereby  the  previous  list  price  and  28  lb. 
assorted  lots  have  been  cancelled.  The  previous  56-lb. 
lots  is  now  transferred  to  the  list  price  column,  and  the 
112-lb.  and  224-lb.  assorted  lots  remain  as  hitherto  and 
at  unaltered  prices.  The  list  prices  are  now  as  follows  : 
carbonate.  8s.  9^d. ;  subnitrate,  7s.  8d.  ;  levig.,  8s.  2d. ; 
benzoate,  10s.  4f/. ;  citrate,  8s.  ^d.  ■  nitrate  cryst.,  5s.  8d. ; 
oxide  B.P.,  10s.  8f/.  ;  salicylate,  7s.  4rf. ;  physio,  pure, 
8s.  IQ^d.:  subchlor.,  9s.  l^rf.  ;  tannate,  7s.  Id.;  and  sub- 
gallate,  6s.,  all  per  lb.  net  cash,  with  the  usual  reduction 
on  1-cwt.  and  2-cwt.  lots. 

Buchu. — The  Kddonan  Castle  has  brought  22  packages 
from  Cape  Town,  of  which  20  are  in  transit  for  New 
York.  New  crop  is  offering  for  February  shipment  at 
about  3s.  6rf.  per  lb.  c.i.f.,  and  business  has  been  done; 
but  in  view  of  the  increased  tax  it  is  doubtful  if  this  can 
be  repeated.  Sellers  on  the  spot  quote  3s.  9rf.  to  4s.  for 
round ;  longs  are  nominal  at  from  Is.  Qd.  to  2s.,  and 
ovals  are  not  obtainable  below  Is.  lOd. 

Canary-seed  is  steady  at  46s.  per  quarter  for  Turkish 
anct  ordinary  Morocco  and  48s.  for  good. 

Cannabis  Indica. — Very  little  Bombay  description  has 
lately  appeared  on  the  native  or  London  markets.  In 
some  quarters  this  is  regarded  as  due  to  the  Indian 
Government  endeavouring  to  restrict  production. 

Capsicums. — ^At  auction  18  bags  Nyasaland  were  offered, 
and  sold  at  48s.  to  49s.  6d.  for  bold  bright  red  off  stalk, 
'lis.  for  fair,  and  40s.  for  mixed  yellowish ;  20  bags  of 
Mombasa  sold  at  24s.  bd.  for  fair  mediimi  stalkJ^ 

Caraw'ay-seed  has  been  sold  at  26s.  to  26s.  6rf.  per  cwt. 
for  fair  Dutch. 

Cascara  Sagrada. — The  Catalinn  has  brought  873  bags 
rla  Puerto  Mexico ;  on  the  spot,  business  is  reported  at 
42s.  6d.  per  cwt. 

Castor  Oil. — Hull  make  of  first  pressing  for  prompt 
delivery  is  10s.  per  ton  easier  at  28Z.  10s.,  January-June 
delivery  being  unchanged  at  28Z.  5s.  in  barrels,  delivered 
free  on  wharf  London ;  pharmaceutical  quality  is  50s. 
extra.  Belgium  first  pressing  is  297.  for  prompt,  ex  wharf 
London. 

Chillies. — Steady  at  auction  ;  59  bags  Nyasaland  sold 
at  from  43s.  to  44s.  for  fair  red,  41s.  td.  for  red  and 
yellowish,  and  39s.  6d.  to  40s.  for  dark. 

Cinchona. — The  auction  to  be  held  at  Amsterdam  on 
January  18  will  consist  of  12,109  packages,  comprising 
10,401  packages  Ledgeriana  and  hybrid.  597  cases  and 
1,111  bales  Succirubra,  the  total  weight  being  about 
1,079,067  kilos.  The  first-hand  stock  of  bark  at  Amster- 
dam (including  the  above  offerings)  amounted  to  4,199 
packages  Government  and  24,260  packages  private  bark. 
The  shipments  of  bark  from  Java  to  Europe  during 
December  amounted  to  1,188,000  Amst.  lb.,  against 
1,357,000  Amst.  lb.  in  1910.  The  total  shipments  for  the 
vear  1911  now  amount  to  16,616,000  Amst.  lb.,  against 
18,043,000  Amst.  lb.  in  1910,  15,736,000  Amst.  lb.  in 
1909,  and  15,677,000  Amst.  lb.  in  1908. 

Cinnamon. — At  auction  25  cases  of  Tellicherry  eold 
without  reserve  at  higher  rates,  including  fair  firsts  at 
from  Is.  Id.  to  Is.  2d.,  and  seconds  at  Is.  Of  143  bags 
chips,  43  sold  without  reserve  at  from  IJc?.  to  2c?.  for 
damaged. 

Clove  Oil. — The  English  distillers  announce  a  reduc- 
tion to  3s.  8f/.  per  lb.,  and  quantity  at  3s.  i>d. 

Cloves. — At  auction  59  bags  of  Seychelles  offered  and 
13  sold  at  b^d.  for  rather  dark  and  bd.  for  ordinary 
perished.  Good  dry  picked  were  bought  in,  a  bid  of  Id. 
being  refused.  Five  cases  of  Penang  were  bought  in  at 
lid.  for  fair.  Privately  the  market  for  Zanzibar  is  quiet, 
spot  offering  at  b^d.,  with  sellers  of  arrival  near  positions 
at  4gfZ.,  and  January-March  shipment  at  4|frf.  c.i.f.  d.w. 

Coca-lea VES. — At  the  Amsterdam  auction  on  January  18, 
1,189  packages  Java  coca-leaves  will  be  offered. 
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Cocoa-butter. — At  the  Amsterdam  auction  96  tons  of 
Van  Houten's  sold  at  74.25c.,  against  73.13c.  on  the  pre- 
vious sale;  80  tons  of  Van  Houten's  B  sold  at  71.75c., 
and  26  tons  other  brands  at  from  71.75c.  to  72c. 
■  Cod-liver  Oil  is  unaltered,  with  good  brands  offering 
^at  from  lOS-s.  to  106s.  per  barrel  c.i.f.  terms,  and  on  the 
spot  104.?.  to  105?.  will  buy,  the  latter  finest  Lofoten 
■quality. 

CoppER-STJLPHATE. — Prompt  delivery  is  5.?.  per  ton  firmer 
.at  23Z.  5*.  for  ordinary  Liverpool  brands,  but  forward 
"delivery  is  unchanged  at  23?.  10.?.  for  March-April  and 
.23?.  for  May. 

CoRiANDER-.SEED  is  slow  of  Sale  at  15.^\  per  cwt.  for  fair 
Morocco  and  13?.  6rf.  c.i.f.  terms  for  shipment. 

Cumin-seed  has  been  sold  at  22.<.  6tl.  per  cwt.  for 
Morocco  and  31?.  6d.  for  retail  lots  of  Malta. 

DiLL-SEED  is  scarce,  and  the  nominal  value  is  about 
18?.  6f7.  per  cwt. 

Dragon's-blood. — Ten  cases  seedy  Singapore  lump  have 
arrived ;  stock  of  reboiled  lump  is  now  very  small,  the 
^3ulk  having  been  cleared. 

Ergot. — The  arrivals  comprise  16  packages  from  the 
^Continent.  In  the  absence  of  business  prices  are  some- 
what nominal  at  4.s.  6d.  for  Russian  on  the  spot. 

Ethers  (Pure). — As  already  advised,  the  makers  ad- 
vanced their  prices  by  Id.  per  lb.  from  January  1,  and  now 
quote  B.  P.  s.g.  .735  at  6.?.  6d.,  .720  at  7.?.  id.,  and  .750 
at  6s.  Zd.  per  lb.,  12  Winchesters  being  Id.  per  lb.  less. 
Acetic  Ether  has  also  been  advanced  \d.  per  lb.  to 
3.?.  llf?. 

Fennel-seed  is  worth  21?.  per  cwt.  for  East  Indian  and 
27^.  for  fine  clean  Turkish. 

Fenugreek-seed  is  steady  at         per  cwt.  for  Morocco. 

Gamboge. — Between  the  auctions  a  fair  business  has  been 
done,  estimated  at  from  30  to  35  cases;  about  two  tons 
Siam  pipe  have  arrived. 

Ginger.. — At  auction  290  bags  wormy  washed  rough 
Cochin  were  oiiered,  and  89  sold  at  42.^.  per  cwt. 

Ipecacuanha. — A  small  business  has  been  done  at  9?.  2d. 
per  lb.  for  Matto  Grosso.  The  arrivals  comprise  twelve 
packages  Minas,  eight  of  Matto  Grosso,  and  eight  cases 
{about  18  cwt.)  of  Cartagena. 

Lemon-juice. — English  pressed  remains  very  dear  at 
is.  6f7.  per  gallon  for  delivery  as  made  during  the  next  two 
cnonths. 

Lemon  Oil. — The  fact  that  several  shipments  of  new 
•crop  oil  will  be  available  on  the  London  market  shortly 
-gives  an  easier  tone  to  the  spot  market,  and  for  good 
brands  there  are  sellers  at  5?.  bd.  per  lb.  spot ;  to  arrive 
shippers  ask  the  advanced  rate  of  5.s.  3cZ.  c.i.f.,  and  others 
ask  5.S. 

An  advice  from  Palermo  dated  Decemhor  30  states  that 
■the  completion  of  a  few  early  deliveries  of  new  crop,  which 
"were  due  at  the  end  of  the  month,  has  been  effected  with 
■somo  difficulty,  owing  to  the  fact  that  pressings  have  been 
■scarce,  and  the  few  parcels  offered  helped  to  maintain  the 
stringent  position.  Further,  more  interest  has  been  shown 
by  foreign  buyers  for  new  crop,  and  some  consuimers  decided 
to  cover  their  requirements  for  next  year.  In  some  instances 
•the  quantities  contracted  for  have  been  reduced  owing  to 
the  difficult  market.  For  shipment  new  crop  is  quoted  at 
5.?.  2d,,  per  lb.  c.i.f.  London. 

Linseed  has  recovered  the  recent  decline  owing  to 
damage  by  rain  of  the  Argentine  crop.  Good  quality 
Dutch  and  Morocco  is  now  quoted  67.^  M .  to  70?.  per 
qu3rter. 

Loofahs. — The  British  Acting  Vice-Consul  at  Yokohama 
reports  under  date  November  15  that  the  loofah  crop  of 
.Japan  in  1911  amounted  to  about  20,000,000  pieces,  as  com- 
pared with  an  estimated  total  for  1910  of  13,000,000  pieces. 
A  stock  of  2,000,000  pieces  remains  over  from  tlie  previous 
year.  Owing  partly  to  increased  production  and  partly 
to  the  ba.d  quality  of  the  loofahs  grown,  the  prices,  so  far, 
are  considerably  lower  than  those  paid  in  1910.  The 
.market  cannot  yet  be  regarded  as  being  in  anything  like 
a  settled  condition.  The  marked'  increase  over  the  previous 
year's  crop  appears  to  be  due  to  a  considerable  extension 
of  cultivation,  which  was  in  turn  caused  by  the  .satisfactory 
(results  obtained  during  the  two  previous  years.  The 


inferior  quality  of  the  ci-op  is  partly  accounted  for  by  the 
failure  of  the  plants  in  Inshu,  which  is  the  main  centre  of 
production.  Owing  to  wind  and  rain,  only  some  2,000,000 
pieces  out  of  10,000,000  pieces  produced  in  this  district  are 
of  use. 

Mace. — At  auction  39  packages  West  Indian  sold  at 
steady  rates,  including  fine  bold  pale  at  2?.  8f/.,  ordinary 
to  fair  2.?.  Id.  to  2.?.  4c?.,  and  broken  Is.  lid.  to  2.s.  Id. 
Of  22  cases  Java,  11  cases  sold  at  2?.  4f?.  for  pale  reddish 
curly  and  2.?.  3«.  lo  2.?.  4c?.  for  heavy  dark  red. 

Menthol  is  without  quotable  change,  sellers  of  Suzuki 
asking  25?.  to  26?.,  and  Kobayashi  27s.  6c?.  on  spot.  Five 
cases  have  arrived  via  Havr-e. 

Milk-sugar  has  a  somewhat  firmer  feeling  on  the  spot, 
which  is  regarded  as  temporary  only;  90s.  per  cwt.  is 
quoted  for  good  B.P.  powdered. 

Opium. — The  markets  both  at  home  and  abroad  have 
been  suspended  this  week — the  latter  on  account  of  native 
holidays,  consequently  there  have  been  no  offers.  Turkey 
druggists'  on  the  spot  is  worth  from  28?.  6c?.  to  29s.,  and 
for  Persian  for  forward  shipment  business  was  done  prior 
to  the  holidays  at  27.?.  to  27s.  6c?.  per  lb. 

Writing  on  December  22  our  Smyrna  correspondent  reports 
that  the  sales  during  the  week  amount  only  to  seven  cases 
at  from  30s.  to  32.?.  as  to  quality.  Sellers  firmly  maintain  the 
position,  and  show  no  sign  of  wishing  to  realise  at  these 
high  figures.  The  weather  since  the  beginning  of  the  month 
has  been  favourable  for  sowing,  and  owing  to  the  high 
values  the  drug  has  attained  a  large  acreage  has  been  sown 
with  poppy  seed.  It  remains  to  be  seen  whether  the  young 
wealc  plants  will  resist  the  severe  frosty  weather  which 
generally  sets  in  during  January  and  February.  The  arrivals 
amount  to  1,046  cases,  against  4,189  at  same  date  last  year. 

The  "North  China  Daily  News"  of  December  7  reports 
the  remarkable  fact  that,  while  business  in  every  other 
commodity  is  at  a  standstill,  opium  has  received  consider- 
able attention  lately.  Previous  to  the  revolution  there  was 
a  boom  in  prices,  wliich  reached  tls.4000  per  chest,  and  with 
the  progress  of  the  unrest  prices  fell  to  tls,3000.  For  a  con- 
siderable time  there  was  no  business,  buyers  being  as  scarce 
as  sellers  at  the  prices  ruling.  But  a  filip  seern  to  have 
been  given  to  the  trade  about  the  time  when  Kuangtung 
and  Yiinnan  joined  the  revolutionary  movement  and  pro- 
claimed their  independence.  These  two  provinces,  with 
Szechuan,  were  the  largest  consumers  of  opium  in  the  em- 
pire, and  the  suiunosion  of  poppy  cultivation  and  opium- 
smoking  was  keenly  i  i'smted  by  a  good  number  of  the  inhabi- 
tants. As  soon  as  the  authority  of  the  Imperial  Government 
w.as  thrown  overboard,  there  was  evidently  a  reaction  among 
those  addicted  to  opium.  Even  before  the  revolution,  and 
in  spite  of  the  stringent  rules,  there  is  reason  to  believe  that 
opium  houses  continued  to  flourish  secretly  for  some  time. 
Now  it  is  said  that  they  have  begun  to  carry  on  their  trade 
publicly  in  Canton  and  in  other  places,  the  bad  example 
once  set  being  quickly  followed.  The  rule  of  Peking  has 
been  repudated  and  opium  is  obtainable.  Owing  to  the 
suppression  of  poppy  cultivation  enough  local  opium  is  not 
available,  and  so  the  foreign  opium  is  very  badly  wanted. 
Prices  have  again  moved  up,  latest  sales  having  taken  place 
at  tls. 3,500  per  chest,  and  clearances  in  Hong  Kong  and 
Shanghai  are  satisfactoVy  from  the  trade  point  of  view. 

Orange  Oil. — An  advice  from  Palermo  of  December  30 
reports  a  neglected  and  unaltered  market,  shippers  quoting 
from  7s.  8^c?.  per  lb.  for  sivcct  and  8s.  c.i.f.  London  for- 
bitter. 

Pepper. — In  auction  36  bags  grey  Alleppy  were  bought 
in  at  5|c?.  Privately  business  has  been  done  in 
Singapore  for  January-March  shipment  at  5-p-d.,  and 
in  Lampong  at  bi^^d.  for  January-March  shipment. 
On  the  spot  sellers  of  fair  Singapore  quote  5|f7. 
Of  tchitc  pepper  at  auction  85  bags  of  fair  Penang  were 
bought  in  at  l^d.  Privately  fair  Singapore  is  offered  at 
7-|c?.,  and  January-March  shipment  at  7|c?.  c.i.f.  d.w. 

Peppermint  Oil. — American  has  met  with  very  little 
demand  for  several  weeks  past,  which  fact  has  brought 
out  cheap  sellers  ;  for  fine.st  brands  of  tin  oil  12s.  6c/.  is  still 
quoted  ;  H.G.H.  is  quoted  at  15s.  6c?.,  but  rather  less  would 
lead  to  business. 

Pimento  was  not  offered  at  auction.  Privately  fair  is 
quoted  at  2|c?.  per  lb. 

Quicksilver  has  been  erratic.  On  Tuesday  the  Baron 
reduced  his  price  by  7.?.  6c?.  per  bottle  to  7?.  15s.  This 
appears  to  have  stimulated  the  demand  so  much  that  o» 
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the  following  day  an  advance  of  5.s.  was  announced, 
making  the  official  quotation  8?.,  second-hands  closing 
sellers  at  11.  18.y.  6d.  No  change  has  been  made  in  mer- 
curials. 

Quinine. — Market  has  barely  re-opened,,  prices  being 
steady  at  l^d.  for  German  from  makers,  l\d.  from  second- 
hands.  Id.  for  Amsterdam,  and  6grf.  for  Java. 

The  landing.';  during  December  were  206,384  oz.  and  the 
deliveries  47,984  oz.,  making  the  stock  on  December  31, 
3,557,840  oz.,  against  3,687,376  oz.  in  1910. 

At  the  Amsterdam  auction  held  on  December  29  1,417^- 
kilos.  (50.000  oz.)  Ed.  II.  offered  and  sold  at  the  average 
price  of  fl.10.91i  per  kilo.,  against  fl.l0.99i  at  tlie  previous 
auction.  The  next  auction  will  be  hehl  on  January  19,  when 
a  similar  quantity  will  be  put  up. 

Saesaparilla. — There  have  been  very  few  arrivals  re- 
cently— only  two  bales  of  grey  Jamaica  having  come  to 
hand,  also  four  bales  Native  and  ten  of  Mexican. 

Shellac  is  quiet  with  small  sales  on  the  spot  on  a  basis 
of  63.S.  for  fair  T.N.  Orange.  For  arrival  January- 
February  and  February-March  shipments  are  quoted 
64s.  6f/.  per  cwt.  c.i.f.  for  T.N.  Futures  are  easier,  the 
sales  including  March  at  63.s.  and  buyers  of  January  de- 
livery at  62.S. 

Turpentine  has  been  a  quiet  market,  and  practically 
unaltered,  American  on  the  spot  closing  at  37.y.  6c?.  and 
February- April  delivery  at  37.s.  9fZ.  per  cwt. 

Veratrink  is  offering  at  a  reduction  of  2d.  per  oz. .  the 
pure  alkaloid  offering  at  3.j.  9rf.,  and  the  sulphate  at  4.5.  Id. 
per  oz.  net. 

Continental  Drug  and  Chemical  Markets. 

Citric  Acid. — As  is  usual  at  this  period,  the  demand  is 
dull,  with  second-bands  l©ss  active  with  their  offers.  This 
is  partly  due  to  the  report  that  the  Italian  Government  does 
not  intend  to  raise  the  price  of  raw  materials. 

Orris. — The  insufficiency  of  the  yield  of  the  Italian  crops 
has  led  to  consumers  covering  their  needs  for  a  considerable 
period,  ^as  a  result  of  which  a  further  ri,s6  recently  took 
plaoe.  Florentine  root  costs  m.l25  and  Verona  m.90  per 
100  kilos.  Mogador  is  practically  non-existent,  and  .tie 
small  quantities  received  are  25  per  cent,  higher. 

QuiLLAiA. — The  numerous  offers  from  Chili  prove  more  and 
more  the  existence  of  large  stocks  there  whitli  are  being 
kept  in  xcserve.  The  low  prices  which  have  already  been 
reached  are  quite  out  of  .relation  to  the  quotations  for 
"cut  "  bark,  and  a  decline  in  the  latter  may  be  expected  to 
ifcake  place  shortly. 

Lactic  Acid. — There  is  considerably  more  demand,  and 
makers  have  for  some  months  past  been  so  occupied  that 
inquiries  for  prompt  goods  in  sufficient  quantities  ai'e  r.ot 
alwavs  receiving  consideration.  Pure  is  quoted  at  from 
.  m.450  to  m.50O  per  100  kilos. 

Lycopodium. — Offers  are  not  abundant,  but  sufficient  to 
meet  the  demand,  and  dealers  have  been  able  to  niaintai.n 
their  prices  at  from  m.375  to  m.400  per  100  kilos.  There 
is  certainly  no  considerable  interest  felt  for  the  product,  but 
the  total  output  is  not  such  as  to  influence  prices  in  a  down- 
ward direction  at  4  'atcr  date. 

Cottonseed  Oil. 

According  to  an  official  report,  the  Southern  Cotton  Oil  Co. 
■of  Great  Britain,  which  opened  new  works  in  Liverpool  last 
year,  are  to  erect  extensive  buildings  at  Trafford  Park,  on 
;  the  Manchester  Ship  Canal.  It  is  intended  by  the  company 
to  ".scrap"  the  Liverpool  works  and  concentrate  all  their 
business  at  Trafford  Park.  The  parent  company  have  SoO 
cottonseed-oil  works  in  A.nrerica.  Works  are  also  to  be 
erected  on  the  Ship  Canal  fo'r  the  Brothers  Cliemical  Co., 
of  Rawtenstall,  in  order  to  secure  better  railway  and  shipping 
facilities. 

Carrias;e  in  the  United  Kingdom. 

;  As  some  confusion  may  exist  as  to  the  payment  of  carriage 
■  on  fine  chemicals  and  the  like  in  the  United  Kingdom,  a 
'  circular  has  been  issued,  signed  by  seven  of  the  leading 
English  manufacturing  chemists,  giving  the  following 
revised  arrangements  :  Carriers'  booking-fees  are  not  paid  ; 
carriage  is  not  paid  on  dangerous  goods,  or  on  bromides, 
acid,  hydrobrom.,  and  ol.  terebinth.  ;  nor  is  carriage  paid 
on  any  article  of  an  invoice-value  of  less  than  40«.  per  cwt. 
For  a  few  exceptions,  where  special  conditions  apply,  such  as 
iodides,  etc.,  see  price-lists.  Carriiage  is  paid  to  buyers' 
domicile — route  at  makers'  option — on  bismuth  preparations, 
citrates,  and  ferri  et  quin.  cit.,  if  in  assorted  lots  of  5/.  net 
invoice-value  and  upwards.  Carriage  is  paid  on  all  other 
goods  in  makers'  price-lists  in  assorted  lots  of  10/.  net  invoice- 
value  and  upwards. 


Buchu  Collectors'  Tax. 

The  information  which  we  published  last  week  (indes 
folio  962),  that  the  tax  on  the  collection  of  buchu  on  Crown- 
lands  in  South  Africa  had  been  advanced  from  i>d:  to 
l.s.  bd.  per  lb.,  has  since  proved  correct.  The  following  is  a 
copy  of  the  official  Order  published  in  the  "  Pretoria 
Gazette  "  : 

No.  2002.  December  2,  1911. 

AVkstern    Forest    CoxsERVA^■cY :    Increased    T.\riff  for 
Collection  of  Buchu  from  Forest  Reserves. 

It  is  hei'eby  notified  for  general  informaticn  that  on  and 
after  January  1,  1912,  the  tariff'  for  the  collecticn  of  buchu 
from  forest  reserves  in  the  Western  Forest  Conservancy  (as 
defined  by  Government  Notice  No.  380  of  1910)  will  be  raised' 
from  bd.  to  Is.  bd.  per  lb. 

Government  Notice  No.  1125  of  December  12,  1910.  i? 
accordingly  cancelled. 

It  is  hereby  further  notified  that  the  season  for  collecting 
buchu  in  the  Western  Forest  Conservancy  wiU  be  from 
February  1  to  March  31,  inclusive,  in  each  year. 

.1.  Stohr  Lister, 
Acting  Chief  Conservator  of  Forests. 

Office  of  the  Chief  Conservator  of  Forests,  Pretoria. 

[We  are  indebted  to  Messrs.  Herbert  Hymans  &  Co.- 
13-14  Trinity  Square,  London,  E.C.,  for  a  copy  of  the  above 
Ordinance,  which  they  have  received  by  this  mail  from  their 
Cape  Town  house.  Ed.] 

Persian  Opium. 

A  British  consular  report  on  the  trade  of  Bushire  for 
1910-11  .states  that  the  total  exports  of  opium  decreased 
from  86  to  37  tons.  This  i-epresents  a  great  loss  to  Persian 
trade,  as  in  former  years  the  exports  were  :  1907-8,  45  tons 
to  C!hina,  147  tons  to  U.K.  :  1908-9,  96  tons  to  China,  66  tons- 
to  U.K. ;  and  1909-10,  53  tons  to  China  and  30  tons  to  U.K. 
Although  prices  in  Hong-Kong  showed  enomious  advances. 
Per,sian  exporters  benefited  little,  as  the  importation  of  Per- 
sian opium  into  China  remained  practically  in  the  hands  of 
one  or  two  Hong-Kong  firms,  and  -a  large  number  of  chests- 
from  Bushire  were  thus  left  lying  unsold  at  the  end  of 
the  year.  The  subsequent  announcement  that  the  introduc- 
tion of  both  Persian  and  Turkish  opium  would  be  altogether- 
prohibited  from  the  beginning  of  1912  will  have  a  still  more 
damaging  effect.  Reshipments  from  PIong-Kong  to  Londonj 
have  already  taken  place  (the  report  states),  and  the  onl.\- 
other  apparent  course  of  Persians  owning  opium  there  is  to- 
sell  for  the  Formosa  market,  though  one  or  two  recent  ship- 
ments from  Bushire  to  Singapore  direct  show  that  a  market 
may  be  established  thei'e.  The  pro-duction  of  Persian  opium 
was  estimated  form-erly  at  about  6,000  chests  per  annum, 
but  by  1907-8  the  average  was  some  4,000  chests,  and  the 
London  market  is  not  likely  to  take  as  much  as  1,500 
chests  (the  largest  export  in  recent  years  from  Bushire  was 
3,000  cwt.).  The  loss  to  Persian  revenue  as  the  result  of  total 
prohibition  in  China  is  put  down  at  over  12,000Z.  annually, 
■and  the  annual  average  loss  to  Persian  commerce  at  100,000/. 
to  150,000/.  The  season  1911-12  will,  however,  be  particularly 
unfortunate  for  Persia,  as  the  exceotionally  severe  cold 
of  the  past  winter  has  ruined  the  opium  crops,  more  par- 
ticularly near  Ispahan  and  Yezd,  besides  -rapine,  plunder,, 
and  other  disturbances.  For  che,sts  of  140  lb.  prices  at 
Ispahan  started  in  June-July  1910  at  450  tomans  (about 
82/.),  To.se  from  August  to  December  to  500  and  520  tomans 
(93/.  to  96/.),  from  which  point  they  droooed  a  little.  Actual' 
buying  prices  then  approximated  8s.  lOc/.  per  lb.  for  crude 
opium  and  13s.  5f/.  per  lb.  for  prepared  opium,  plus  expense- 
of  preparation.  Shiraz  opium  prices  were  apparently  lower 
from  August  1910  to  February  1911,  but  purchases  were  being 
made  at  520  tomans  (96/.)  in  March  1911.  Since  then,  owinff- 
to  unfavourable  crop  reports,  opium  has  advanced  to  800 
and  700  tomans  in  Shiraz  and  Isoaban  (150/.  to  130/.).  It  i'^ 
to  be  feared  that  the  credit  and  financial  standing  of  several 
Persian  opium  traders  in  the  south  will  shrink  considerahlv 
in  th-e  future,  as  losses  m-ade  in  other  lines  were  usually 
handsomely  retrieved  in  oiiium. 

Cyprian  Essential  Oils. 

In  the  annual  report  on  the  trade  of  Cyprus  for  1910-11  ir 
is  stated  that  the  distillation  of  essential  oils  is  an  important 
item  in  the  work  of  the  Agricultural  Department,  though  the 
market  is  somewhat  limited  and  inelastic.  The  distillation 
of  origanum  oil  has  now  been  taken  over  entirely  by  private 
enterprise,  and  the  yield  _  in  1910  was  larger  than  that  of 
any  previous  year,  amounting  to  2,842  lb.,  as  against  1.530  in 
1909.  Mr.  Jakovides,  of  Ktiraa,  has  been  occupied  with 
the  scientific  preparation  of  various  essential  oils,  and  ob- 
tained the  first  prize  at  the  Limassol  Agricultural  and  Indus- 
trial  Show  for  his  collection.  

Mr.  W.  Ryman,  of  Messrs.  Willows,  Francis,  Butler  k 
Thompson,  Ltd.,  informs  us  that  he  is  not  retiring  from  the 
road,  as  rumoured. 
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Memoranda  for  Correspondents. 

AU  communications  must  be  accompanied  by  the  names  and 
addresses  of  the  writers,  ot'i^rv/ise  they  cannot  be  dealt  witli. 

■Queries  by  subscribers  on  dispensing:,  legal,  and  miscellaneous 
subjects  connected  with  the  business  are  replied  to  in  these 
columns  if  they  are  considered  to  be  of  general  interest. 

Letters  submitted  for  publication  (if  suitable)  should  be  written 
on  one  side  of  the  paper  only.  Their  publication  in  "  The 
Chemist  and  Druggist "  does  not  imply  Editorial  agreement 
with  the  opinions  expressed. 


The  B.P.  and  Chloroform. 

Sir, — Having  had  long  and  intimate  connection  with 
the  manufacture  of  chloroform  from  methylated  spii'it  and 
acetone,  as  well  as  from  ethylic  alcohol,  we  were  naturally 
much  interested  in  the  discussion  which  recently  took 
place  at  the  Section  of  Anaesthetics  of  the  Royal  Society 
of  Medicine  upon  this  subject.  The  discussion  brought 
•out  a  decided  advance  and  unanimity  of  opinion  in  recog- 
nising, what  we  have  long  upheld,  that  chloroform  being 
a  definite  chemical  sub.stnnce,  a  pure  product,  quite  irre- 
spective of  c50urce,  can  be  nothing  but  pure  chloroform. 
There  are  abundant  means  of  determining  the  purity  of 
the  article,  but  none  so  far  as  we  know  which  will  enable 
the  source  from  which  it  has  been  obtained  to  be  deter- 
mined. Your  remarks  in  your  special  article  of  last  week 
on  this  -subject  are  entirely  to  the  point.  We  think,  how- 
.•3ver,  that  a  material  point  has  been  overlooked.  The 
B.P.  of  1898  differs  from  its  predecessors  in  that  no  de- 
rtailed  process  for  the  manufacture  of  chloroform  is  given. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  characters  and  tests  by  which  its 
freedom  from  impurity  can  be  determined  were  extended 
and  increased  in  number  and  in  stringency.  We  venture 
to  submit  that  making  chloroform,  manufactured  from 
particular  sources,  "official"  in  the  forthcoming  Phar- 
macopceia  would  be  a  retrograde  step  and  a  needless 
re.striction  of  the  present  liberty  as  regards  the  sources 
of  preparation,  since  the  purity  of  chloroform  can  be  so 
thoroughly  safeguarded  by  its  characters  and  reactions 
with  chemical  tests.        Yours  truly, 

Edinburgh,  January  3.  J.  1''.  Macfarlax  &  Co. 

Bevan  v.  Phillips  and  Another. 

Sin, — In  your  issue  of  December  23,  on  page  33,  under 
the  heading,  "  Summary  of  this  Issue,"  you  state  : 

■"  An  application  for  an  interim  injunction  to  restrain  the 
use  by  the  Charles  II.  Phillips  Co.  of  a  public  anal5-st's 
•oertificate  was  TCfused  by  Mr.  Justice  Swinfen  Eady." 

This  is  incorrect.  If  you  will  refer  to  your  own  report 
•of  the  case  on  page  40  of  the  same  issue  you  will  see 
there  stated  what  is  the  fact — viz.,  that  the  defendants 
gave  an  undertaking  to  withdraw  the  advertisement  until 
the  Trial  of  the  action.  In  these  circumstances  it  was 
unnecessary  for  his  Lordship  to  grant  an  interim  injmic- 
tion.  This  is  quite  a  customary  procedure  in  the  court.s, 
and  in  effect  restrains  the  publication  of  the  words  com- 
plained of  without  prejudice  to  the  rights  of  each  party 
■on  the  trial  of  the  action.  Your  report  of  the  motion  as 
it  appears  on  page  40  is  quite  a  fair  one,  and  we  are  sure 
"chat  when  the  matter  is  called  to  your  attention  you  will  see 
that  the  note  on  the  'earlier  page  of  your  issue,  to  which  we 
faave  referred,  is  misler.ding.  We  act  for  Mr.  Edward 
IBevan,  the  public  analyst  referred  to. 

Yours  faithfully, 

Chaeles  Anderson  &  Co. 

4  Sackville  Street,  Piccadilly.  W.,  December  29. 

The  Poisonous  Species  of  Rhus  and  their  Antidotes. 

SiK, — Referring  to  the  note  on  the  poisonous  properties 
■of  Rhus  Toxicodendron  at  p.  69  of  The  Chemist  and 
Druggist  for  December  30  last,  and  the  statement  that 
the  application  of  a  2  to  4  per  cent,  solution  of  perman- 
ganat-e  of  potassium  gave  almost  instant  relief,  I  may 
perhaps  draw  attention  to  another  note  of  a  similar  nature 
from  an   American  correspondent  in   the   "  Gardeners' 


Poisox  TlXK 


(Rlius  Tuxicodcinlniii). 


Chronicle"  for  December  9.  p.  410.    The  writer  says: 
"  Very  few  people  seem  to  be  injured  by  it  when  the 
lilant  is  dormant,  though  this  c-.nnot  be  isaid  to  Ih"  the 
'■ase  always. 
For    myself,  I 
am   very  suscep- 
tible at  all  rimes 
of  the  poison  vif 
llliux     and  of 
J'riinidd  ohconl 
III.      Last  sum- 
mer,   when  the 
rhus    was  just 
budding  forth 
with  blood-red 
shoots,  four  men 
were  employed  to 
root    it  up,  for 
unless  given 
something  to 
climb    upon  it 
becomes  a  pesti- 
ferous ground 
weed.  These 
men  were  seem- 
ingly immune 
until  hot 
weather   set  in, 
and    when  per- 
spiration     w  a  s 
free     all  were 
badly  affected. 
The  face  swells 
to  such  an  extent 
that  the  sufferer  can  scarcely  see,  and  other  parts  of  the 
body  are  also  affected.    Our  physician  recommended  as 
a   remedy   tincture    of   Sanguinaria   caiindaisi<  sopped 
on    with    a    soft    cloth.      Each    man    was    cured  in 
four   days  by   the    use   of  this  simple  remedy.  The 
blood  root  grows  plentifully  with  the  rhus  in  similar 
situations,  and  a  pint  of  the  tincture  is  ample  to  effect 
a  cure  of  a  serious  case.    Physicians  also  recommend  the 
fluid  extract  of  Grinddia  rohmta  for  cases  of  jxjisoning. 
both  from  Bhus  Toxicod-ndron  and  1'.  venenata,  the  latter 
being  the  worse  of  the  two  species."    As  there  has  been 
mucli  confusion  between  the  true  poison  vine  or  poison 
ivy,  as  it  is  sometimes  called,  and  cultivated  species  of 
Ainprlopsi^,  or  Vitis,  the  figure  may  assist  in  identifying 
the  real  culprit.  Yours  faithfully, 

Lympstone,  Devon.  John  R.  .Jackson. 

National  Insurance  Act :  Doctors  and  Dispensing. 
Sir, — When  the  question  of  dispensing  was  first  raised 
in  the  division  of  the  British  ^Medical  Association  to 
which  I  belong,  we  were  asked  to  send  a  motion  to  head- 
quarters, asking  thent  to  take  action  to  have  the  right  of 
clispensing  restored.  I  opposed  this,  chiefly  on  the 
grounds  that  the  matter  was  too  trivial,  in  the  face  of 
other  glaring  iniquities  in  the  measure,  and  that  it  was  in- 
consistent and  undignified  to  raise  sucli  a  question  when 
so  many  of  us  had  always  been  saying  that  we  would 
rather  be  without  dispensing.  My  view  was  taken  by 
the  majority  of  the  meeting.  Since  that  time,  however, 
a  very  strong  feeling  has  sprung  up  throughout  the 
country  that  the  ban  on  dispensing  is  an  unwarrantabU- 
interference  with  the  liberty  of  the  subject.  With  thi-'- 
feeling  I  confess  I  am  sympathetic.  Points  of  detail 
have  been  raised  at  various  meetings  at  which  I  have 
been  present^ — for  example,  the  u.se  of  a  prescription  given 
to  an  insured  person  for  his  relatives  and  friends  (not 
insured  persons),  who  happen  to  have  the  s.ime  symptom.^, 
which  would  be  bad  for  the  public  health  and  (incident- 
allv)  for  the  medical  pocket.  This  point,  indeed,  was 
raised  by  a  medical  man  who  had  been  a  pharmacist,  and 
I  pointed  out  that  the  remedy  woidd  be  for  ail  prescrip 
tions  to  be  marked  "Not  to  be  repeated."  If  any  man 
were  found  to  habitually  disregard  the  best  traditions  of 
pharmacy  in  this  matter,  he  could  be  dealt  with  by  tlie 
local  committee  of  pharmacists  after  a  complaint  had  been 
made  to  the  committee  by  any  aggrieved  doctor.    As  an 
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honorary  oHicial  of  the  Britisli  Medical  Association,  I 
have  had  a  good  opportunity  of  ganging  the  feelinir  of 
the  profession  over  this  measure,  and  I  have  no  hesita- 
tion in  saying  that  never  was  such  unanimity  as  there 
has  been  against  it,  and  chiefly  because,  broadly,  there  is 
too  much  interference  with  the  free  and  untrammelled 
relations  which  have  always  exifted  between  a  medical 
man  and  his  patients.  I  may  add  that  the  case  for  the 
pharmacist  is  very  much  weakened  by  the  flagrant  and 
inexcusable  way  in  which  treatment  is  undertaken  by 
men  who  are  on  the  Register  of  Chemists  and  Druggists. 
It  is  not  the  mild  counter-prescribing  which  was  familiar 
and  harmless  in  my  pharmaceutical  days,  but  actually 
extends  to  the  visiting  of  cases.  This  kind  of  thing 
naturally  creates  a  great  deal  of  irritation  among  medical 
men,  and  does  not  incline  them  to  lend  too  friendly  an  ear 
to  the  justice  of  the  genuine  pharmacist '.s  case.  There 
is  one  point  that  strikes  me  from  the  pharmacist's  point 
of  view.  When  it  will  cost  a  man  nothing  to  get  a  pre- 
scription from  his  doctor  and  no  more  to  have  it  dis- 
pensed, he  is  not  likely  to  waste  his  shillings  on  the 
[■hemist's  proprietaries,  quinine-an-d-iron  tonic,  tic-mix- 
ture, etc.  This  will  mean  a  very  great  loss  of  income 
to  the  pharmacist. 

Yours  faithfully, 

^Mkdico-Phar.maceuticus.  (20/33.) 
Common  Sense. 
SiK, — I  hope  pharmacists'  assistants  and  branch 
managers  will  join  together  in  thanking  Mr.  Churchill 
for  the  benefit  he  has  conferred  on  them  in  giving  them  a 
weekly  half-holiday.  I  see  Xrayser  II.  is  very  anxious 
to  know  what  is  to  happen  when  the  branch  manager  is 
away.  What  happens  at  night  and  what  happens  when 
a  doctor  is  away  a  few  miles  attending  another  case  ?  I 
suppose  Xrayser  II.  because  an  accident  happened  on  a 
railway  a  few  miles  from  a  village  would  have  a  doctor, 
chemist,  and  a  few  nurses  stationed  in  the  same  place 
in  case  it  occurred  again.  I  am  sure  !Mr.  Churchill's 
Shops  Act  will  be  a  step  in  the  right  direction  to 
help  chemists  in  general.  The  average  chemist  goes  to 
his  shop  in  the  morning,  and  he  is  at  it  till  late  at  night, 
with  the  result  that  he  enjoys  no  social  life  at  all,  and 
hardly  sees  across  his  doorstep.  The  manager,  assistant, 
and  apprentices  are  there  till  nine  and  ten  at  night,  and 
may  have  one  night  off  a  week  from  about  six  o'clock,  and 
alternate  Sundays,  with  nearly  five  hours'  work  the  day 
they  are  on.  Chemists  then  wonder  why  they  cannot  get 
apprentices.  The  only  apprentice  a  chemist  gets,  if  he 
manages  to  get  one  at  all,  is  one  who  has  hie  "Prelim." 
still  to  pass.  So  that  when  he  goes  home  at  night  he 
has  a  lot  of  studying  to  do,  with  the  result  that  he 
has  no  time  for  recreation  either  of  body  or  of  mind. 
Qualified  men  are  sui^prised  that  under  the  Insurance  Act 
the  unqualified  get  a  look  in.  The  only  wonder  to  me 
is  that  there  are  not  more  unqualified.  I  only  hope  that 
under  the  two  Act's  we  Jnall  be  able  to  get  uniform  prices 
and  reasonable  hours,  and  it  will  be  to  the  advantage  of 
everyone  in  the  craft. 

Faithfully  yours, 

Assistant  Pharmacist.  (91/31.) 


Subscribers'  Symposium. 

For  questioriG,  answers,  incidents,  and  interchange  ol  opinions 
among:  "  C.  &  D."  readers. 

.1 2)p>'(Tiatio?i!!. 

I  enjoy  reading  the  ('.  <t-  D.,  it  is  such  a  businesslike 
journal.—/'.  E.  V.  (84/33). 

The  new  "  Pharmaceutical  Formulas  "  is  a  brilliant,  work 
and  earned  a  quarter  of  its  cost  (I  won't  say  value)  the  iirst 
day  I  had  it.— IF.  F.  31.  (20/35). 

I  should  not  like  to  miss  the  C.  d:  D.  My  only  reg-ret  is 
I  did  not  take  same  before.  I  look  forward  to  its  arrival 
at  the  week-end.— G.  F.  G.  (87/17). 

We  have  many  helps  in  our  business  which  come  and  go, 
but  tlie  C.  cC-  D.  is  a  help  which  we  eannot  do  without,  and 
ivhich,  like  the  proverbial  stream,  "goes  on  for  ever,"  and 
gets  fuller  and  stronger  the  longer  it  goes. — A.  H.  C.  (84/17). 

I  am  very  pleased  to  enclose  my  subscription  to  the 
Chemists'  Prayer-book  [C.  &  D.)  and  IJible  [Diary).    I  fancy 


our  hope  of  redemption  from  the  dump  into  which  our 
dignified  (and  here  I  do  not  a}X)logise  to  the  "  Watch  Dog  ") 
calling  has  fallen  would  be  very  much  lessened  if  it  were 
not  for  the  efforts  of  your  valuable  and  valued  paj>er. — ■ 
B.  P.  (84/22). 

A  correspondent  (24/45),  in  submitting  several  queries, 
writes  :  "  The  fact  that  I  am  jxissessed  of  several  of  the 
C.  <Sc  D.  books  leaves  me  very  little  excuse  for  asking  ion 
advice.  Among  the  number  are  "  Pharmaceutical  Formulas,' 
'  The  Art  of  Dispensing,'  "  Diseases  and  Remedies,'  and  the 
'  Chemi.st  Optician,'  anci  it  would  be  difficult  to  exaggerat-e- 
the  value  thej'  have  been  to  me." 

Millc-powdcr. 

I  notice  in  a  reply  to  one  of  your  correspondents  your 
remarks  as  to  the  uses  of  dried  milk.  This  article  has  a. 
very  great  future  before  it.  Besides  the  u-ses  named  by  you, 
the  confectionery  trade  have  taken  to  it  very  keenly,  as  it 
can  be  used  in  all  confectionery  requiring  milk,  and  that 
without  reducing  it  to  the  liquid  condition.  Dried  egg,  too, 
is  largely  in  use  in  this  way.  The  great  advantage  is  there 
is  no  waste,  as  exactly  ttie  amount  required  can  be  used, 
which  is  not  the  case  with  fresh  milk  or  eggs.  I  know  many 
v.'holesale  houses  who  do  a  big  business  in  this  way.  Why 
should  not  chemists  participate  in  the  business? — ll'm, 
Bousjiclil. 

Bcnzolatcd  Amylic  Alcohol. 

This  should  not  leave  any  residue  when  evaporated  on  a 
water-batli  in  an  evaporating-dish.  It  is,  however,  liable 
to  contain  resin-like  bodies  the  presence  of  which  is  not 
desirable  when  it  is  used  for  the  assay  of  cinchona-prepara- 
tions, rand  especially  so  of  the  tincture.  It  is  not  always  neces- 
sary to  remove  the  alcohol  from  this,  but  if  impure  benzo- 
lated  amylic  alcohol  be  used,  when  this  is  washed  with 
water  to  remove  the  alkali  it  will  be  found  on  acidifying 
this  liquid  with  diluted  hydrochloric  acid  that  a  turbidity 
appears  which  makes  it  impossible  to  apply  the  .alkaloidaL 
test  in  order  to  show  whether  any  alkaloid  is  being  removed 
by  the  washing  of  the  benzolated  amylic-alcohol  alkaloidaL 
solution  which  is  always  necessary.  The  turbidity  is  due- 
to  the  precipitation  of  the  resinous  bodies  which  have  beea 
dissolved  by  the  alkali  used  with  the  tincture,  and  their 
subsequent  liberation  and  precipitation  on  the  addition  o£ 
acid.  Warming  the  turbid  liquid  clarifies  it  a  little,  'out 
on  cooling  it  becomes  in  statu  quo  and  requires  to  b& 
liassed  through  a  duplex  or  triplex  filter-paper  to  ensure  a 
condition  convenient  for  the  tost.  It  is  the  writer's  opinion, 
based  on  experiment,  that  the  moi'e  greasy  residue  thero- 
is  present  in  benzolated  amylic  alcohpl,  the  less  is  its  solvent 
action  upon  the  liberated  cinchona  alkaloids;  hence  the- 
benzolated  amylic  alcohol  cannot  wisely  be  used  over  and 
over  again  unless  it  be  first  re-distilled. — Abel  Scholar. 

Assistants — I'hcn  and  Xow. 

"Xrayser  II. 's"  comments  on  modern  salaries,  etc.,. 
induced  me  to  look  ui>  some  notes  left  by  my  father  as  to 
what  he  received  in  his  assistant  days.  As  an  apprentice  (ini 
1843)  he  began  work  at  7  A.M.  He  was  nominally  free  on. 
Sundays,  but  )>eing  expected  (practically  compelled)  to  attend 
morning  and  evening  Church  service,  had  only  this  one- 
afternoon  to  himself  all  the  week  through.  He  did  not 
receive  a  penny  of  salary  during  the  five  years  thus  "  served," 
and  when  he  was  "  out  of  his  time "  was  glad  to  get  a,- 
situation  at  151.  a  year  indoors.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  he- 
never  received  more  than  30/.  a  year  as  an  assistant.  Hours- 
in  London  were  from  8  a.m.  to  10  P.M.  (11  P.M.  Saturdays),. 
Sunday  duty  from  8  to  10  A.M.  and  from  6  to  9  p.m.  :  no 
liours  off  all  the  week  through:  "one  continual  grind  from 
9  P.M.  on©  Sunday  till  10  A.M.  the  next  Sabbath."  Before  he- 
obtained  his  30/.  a  year  situation  he  had  spent  three  weeks 
in  daily  calls  on  wholesale  City  houses.  My  father  adds: 
"The  rule  was  then  (this  was  in  1849-50)  to  call  before- 
noon  or  1  p.m.  We  used  to  be  told  that  in  those  days 
competent  assistants  would  serve  a  year  or  more  in  the 
classical  houses  for  a  nominal  salary — often  for  nothing 
at  all — merely  for  the  sake  of  the  experience.  Possibly  some 
did  so,  but  I  and  the  majority  of  assistants  could  not 
aTord  it."  In  the  'sixties  he  was  running  a  decent-class- 
Dt.'siness  of  his  own  in  St.  John's  Wood,  and  usually  had  an 
ass>ts-..t  of  some  kind.  "  I  could,"  he  wrote,  "  always- 
obtain  a  young  man  of  perhaps  four  or  five  years'  experi- 
ence for  20/.  to  25/.  indoors.  At  one  time  I  used  to  answer 
the  advei-tisements  of  young  provincials  just  out  of  theii^ 
apprenticeship  and  wanting  to  com©  up  to  London.  I  could 
frequently  obtain  their  services  for  board  and  lodging  only,, 
while  they  looked  out  for  something  more  satisfactory,  and 
it  was  often  several  w©eks  before  they  were  suited.  Of 
course,  they  were  all  unqualified  men,  but  qualification  did. 
not  then  exist." — Anglo-Parisian. 
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Dispensing  Notes. 

This  ssction  is  for  the  discussion  and  solution  of  dispensing 
problems  and  prescriptions  submitted  by  "  C.  &  D."  readers. 
We  are  always  pleased  to  receive  the  opinions  of  readers  for 
publication.  "The  Art  of  Dispensing  "  ("  C.  &  D."  Office,  6s.) 
is  the  standard  book  of  reference  on  this  subject. 


Calcium  Lactate  Mixture. 
F.  D.  S.  (40/16)  asks  us  to  explain  why  there  should  be 
efTerveM;ence  with  the  following  mixture  : 


C'alcii  Lactatis    gr.  x. 

Tr.  ferri  porchlor.  ...       ...       ...  luviij. 

Aq.  chlorof.   ad  ...        ...        ...  3ss. 

Mitte  jvj. 


[There  i.s  no  efl'ervoscence  in  compounding  thi^  mixture  if 
the  calcium  lactate  be  pure.  EFFervesence  occurs  with  the 
use  of  calcium  lactate  containing  cai-bonate.  Calcium  Lac- 
tate of  commerce  has  very  comnionly  contained  a  consider- 
able proportion  of  carbonate  or  phosphate.  Within  the  last 
two  years  the  lactate  has  been  in  increasing  demand  for 
phai'niaoeutic  purposes,  and  it  can  now  be  bought  fairly 
pure.  In  a  case  such  as  this,  however,  the  siinplest  w  ay  is 
to  make  it  extemporaneously.  For  the  6  oz.  use  40  grains 
of  calcium  carbonate  and  a  sufficiency  (100  minims  or  so) 
of  lactic  acid  to  neutralise.  Mix  the  acid  witli  5  oz.  of 
water,  and  stir  in  the  carlx)nate.  Reaction  may  be  accele- 
rated and  C'Oj  dissipated  by  a  little  heat.  Filter  the  solu- 
tion, add  the  tincture  of  perchloride  of  iron,  7  minims  of 
chloroform,  and  water  to  6  oz.] 

A  Price  Question. 
Sir,— I  shall  be  glad  if  you  will,  through  the  C.  <{■  /;.,  say 
what  you  think  a  reasonable  price  for  the  following  pre- 
scription    would    be.    considering    the    present    price  of 
hydrant  is  : 

Ext.  hydrastis  can.  ...       ...  3vj. 

Ext.  ergoree  liq.      ...        ...        ...  5.x. 

Spt.  chloi'of.  ...       ...       ...       ...  .iiss. 

Aq.  ad  ...       ...    5x.— M. 

5ss.  t.i.d.s. 

Faithfully  yours. 

Ch.vhles  T.  Nelson. 

[It  will  hardly  pav  the  chemist  to  dispense  this  at  less  than 
5s  We  should  be  glad  to  receive  postcard  opinions  from  sub- 
scribers.] 

Legal  Queries. 

Consult  "The  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Diary,"  1912,  pp.  435  to  454, 
where  most  legal  difficulties  are  anticipated,  before  writing 
about  your  difficulty. 


Had.  Gent.  (25/8). — The  conditions  under  which  retail 
chemists  and  druggists  niiay  sell  not  more  than  8  oz.  of  i-ecti- 
fied  spirit  at  a  time  to  medical  and  scientific  gentleman  arc 
stated  in  the  C.  tt-  D.  Diary,  p.  453. 

Canuck  (14/65)  employs  two  boys  on  Saturdays  and  occa- 
sional evenings.  Is  it  necessary  to  insure  these  under  the 
Employers'  Liability  Act '!  [The  employer  is  liable  under 
the  Act  for  injuries  which  the  bovs  may  suffer  in  the  cour.se 
of  the  employment  through  negligence  on  the  part  of  the 
employer.    Insurance  is  oprional.] 

StJiihfin  (24/18). — Place  all  the  facts  before  the  manufac- 
turers for  their  consideration.  The  statements  which  you 
make  involve  an  allegation  of  breach  of  contract  which  can 
only  be  determined  by  hearing  both  sides.  If  part  of  the 
goods  do  not  fulfil  the  guarantee,  the  makers  must  replace 
them  at  their  own  expense  and  without  extra  cost  to  you. 

I'aradia  (13/33)  had  some  chairs  sent  by  rail  at  the  rail- 
way company's  risk,  and  they  were  delivered  damaged.  He 
has  claimed  on  the  company  for  repair  and  depreciation  in 
value.  Tire  company  are  willing  to  pay  repair  only,  but  not 
depreciation  in  value.  What  is  his  position';  [The  railwav 
company  are  liable  for  depreciation  in  value  of  the  chairs  in 
addition  to  the  cost  of  repairs.] 

Hamha  (22/67). — The  card  for  the  medicinal  preparation 
which  has  a  registered  name  makes  the  preparation  liable 
because  of  the  words  "  Stop  that  cough  I  Relief  at  last  1 
and  "  Prevents  coughs,  colds,  sore  throat,  influenza,  and 
chest-troubles."  Moreover,  the  na.nie  applied  to  it  is 
registered,  and  that  makes  it  a  proprietary  article,  so  that 
it  is  not  possible  for  you.  as  a  chemist,  to  obtain  the  known, 
adnjitted.  and  approved  remedy  exemption  by  stating  on  the 
label  wliar  the  article  is  composed  of. 


Cliff  (25/47)  put.s  the  following  case:  A.  .sends  a  writro;i 
offer  to  B.  to  rent  a  shop  for  five  years  at  a  rental  of  25/. 
per  annum.  A.  takes  po.ssession  of  the  shop,  and  is  mean- 
tnue  carrying  on  business.  B.  has  not  accepted  the  offer  in 
writing.  Can  B.  enforce  A.  to  implement  his  offer  for  the 
live  years';  A.  intends  removing  from  the  shop  at  the  end 
of  the  first  year,  and  has  given  B.  notice  accordingly. 
A.  has  repeatedly  verbally  asked  B.  for  an  acceptance,  hiit 
failed  to  get  it.  What  is  A.'s  position';  B.  does  not  even 
have  A.'s  signature  for  the  shop,  excepting  signature  on  the 
offer.  [By  English  law.  as  A.'.s  offer  has  not  been  accepted, 
there  is  no  contract,  and  so  A.  can  retract  his  offer  at  any 
time  l>efoie  acceptance.  But  A.  would  have  to  pay  B.  fo,- 
the  use  and  occupation  of  B.'s  shop  during  the  period  lie 
was  in  possession.  As  to  the  position  in  Scotland,  "Cliff  ' 
should  consult  a  local  solicitor.] 

Manaf/rr  (19/20)  is  the  manager  of  an<l  sole  employe  in 
a  company-chemist's  shop,  and  wants  to  know  (i)  whether 
or  not  the  comijany  will  be  required  to  close  the  shop  or 
give  him  a  weekly  half-holiday  when  the  Shoi>>  Act  comes 
into  force';  [As  an  employe  of  the  coiripany  he  must  get 
a  weekly  half-holiday,  but  it  is  not  necessary  that  the  sliop 
should  be  closed.]  (2)  Also  if,  in  the  case  of  a  manager 
having  his  meals  on  the  premises,  he  is  compelled  to  close 
the  shop  during  the  legal  meal-time  allowance.  [The  shop 
does  not  require  to  be  c!o.«ed,  but  the  manager  must,  as  a;; 
employe,  get  the  meal-times  provided  in  the  Act. 
"  Manager  "  lives  on  the  premises,  but  the  business  Ijeingthat 
of  a  limited  company  he  is  outside  the  exemption  giveti 
to  -any  "shop-assistant"  who  is  "  the  only  per.son  regularly 
employed  in  the  shop  and  a  member  of  the  family  of  the 
occupier  of  the  shop,  maintained  by  hini.  and  dwelling  in 
his  house."  Limited  companies  have  no  families  within  the 
meaning  of  the  Act.] 

yort/irrn  I'liarmacist  (19/33)  writes:  "I  think  it  would 
be  useful  information  to  know  to  what  extent  a  tradesmu,i 
is  iliable  in  selling  sealed  packages  of  goods  to  customers 
without  the  opportunity  of  ascertaining  whether  those  gc>ods 
are  right  and  good  at  the  time  of  sale.  Instance  No.  1  :  On 
Saturday  night,  about  10.30,  a  woman  enters  the  shop  and 
buys  a  tin  of  infants'  food,  takes  it  a  distance  home,  and 
says  she  could  not  feed  her  child  with  it,  as  it  was  fusty. 
Sunday  and  Christmas  da.v  following,  shops  w'cre  all  closed, 
and  could  not  obtain  another  supply,  and  the  child  could 
not  be  fed  with  its  proi>cr  and  accustometl  food  during  the 
interval,  getting  it  exchanged  for  another  tin  on  Tuesday 
morning.  If  the  child  had  been  sick  or  had  diarrhoea  in 
consequence  of  enforced  change  of  diet,  am  I  responsible 
for  expenses  and  damages'?  In  another  case  this  actualK' 
happened ;  the  change  of  food  made  the  child  vomit. 
Instance  No.  2  :  A  gentleman  buys  a  bottle  of  patent  medi- 
cine not  packed  by  ourselves,  tears  off  the  wrapper,  lireaks 
the  stamp,  pours  out  and  drinks  a  dose,  brings  back  '.he 
bottle,  holds  it  out  to  my  assistant,  an<l,  in  a  breath,  says  : 

'  This    elixir  does  not  taste  the  same  as  I  had  before  ; 

I  want  another  bottle  or  my  money  back,  or  .shall  imme- 
diately place  the  matter  in  ni.v  solicitor's  hands.'  Another 
Iwttle  was  promptly  supplied,  which  was  not  brougbr 
back— presumably  it:  was  all  right — but  it  was  bought 
at  the  same  time  as  the  otiier  bottle.  I  should  like, 
and  I  think  the  trade  would  like,  to  know  the  legal 
responsibility  we  undertake  in  selling  articles  which  we  do 
not  prepare,  have  no  chance  to  examine,  and  some  of  which 
we  cannot  judge  the  quality  of."  [It  would  be  for  a  judge 
or  jury  to  decide  whether  or  not  the  goods  sold  were  iti  fact 
unmerchantable.  If  they  were,  the  tradesman  is  liable, 
even  although  he  is  not  the  manufacturer.  It  would  also 
be  for  the  judge  or  jury  to  decide  whether  or  not  any  conse- 
quential damages  are  too  remote.  The  tradesman  would 
probably  have  a  right  of  indemnity  against  the  manufac- 
turer of  the  goods.] 


Miscellaneous  Inquiries. 

We  do  not  as  a  rule  repeat  information  which  has  been  given  in  this 
section  during  the  past  twelve  months,  as  it  occupies  space 
which  can  be  more  profitably  utilised  for  other  information. 
In  such  cases  the  numbers  are  mentioned,  and  if  querists 
cannot  refer  to  these  they  may  obtain  the  numbers  from  the 
"C.  &  D."  Offic-  a^  the  published  prices,  usually  6d. 

We  do  not  undertake  to  analyse  and  report  upon  proprietary  articles, 
and  when  samples  are  sent  particulars  should  be  supplied  to 
us  as  to  their  origin,  wha;  they  are,  what  they  are  used  for 
and  how. 


Chimisti  (257  37).— (1)  Synthetic  C.vrbolic  Acid.— The  two 
methods  which  are  commercially  possible  when  carbolic  acid 
is  at  a  high  price  are  Wurtz's  prwess  of  fusing  sodium  or 
potassiuin  benzene-sulphoiuue  with  cau-tic  potash,  benzene 
being  the  starting-point,   and   Griess's  merhod,   in  which 
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phenol  is  made  from  aniline  by  the  diazo-reaction.  The 
tirst  process,  which  is  the  one  to  which  you  refer,  is  con- 
ducted as  follows  :  Pure  benzene  free  from  thiophene  is 
placed  with  about  five  times  its  weight  of  sulphuric  acid 
(670"  B.)  in  closed  cast-iron  pots  provided  with  stirrers  and 
lead  coolers  and  capable  of  be'ing  heated  by  a  steani-jacket. 
While  the  mixture  is  slowly  stirred  the  vessel  is  gently 
heated  with  steam  in  such  a  manner  that  the  vapours  of 
benzene  which  pass  into  the  cooler  are  continually  returned 
to  the  kettle.  After  several  hours  the  reaction  is  finished, 
and  the  benzene  not  acted  upon  is  collected  as  it  flows  from 
;'the  cooler.  The  crude  benzene-sulphonic  acid,  mixed  with 
the  excess  of  sulphuric  acid,  is  allo^ved  to  cool  and  then 
diluted  with  warm  water  in  a  lead-lined  tank.  Slaked  lime 
IS  added  until  alkaline  to  remove  excess  of  acid,  and  the 
calcium  sulphate  is  separated  by  nieans  of  a  filter-press. 
The  clear  liquor  containing  the  calcium  benzene-sulphonate 
is  treated  with  sufficient  sodium  carbonate  to  precipitate  the 
calcium  as  carbonate,  which  is  removed  by  filtration,  and 
the  liquor  evaporated  to  dryness.  Caustic  potash  is  then 
melted  in  a  cast-iron  kettle,  and  to  it  is  added  in  small  por- 
tions at  a  time  the  dry  sodium  salt  prepared  as  above 
indicated.  The  whole  is  kept  in  quiet  fusion  for  some  time, 
the  melt  now  containing  sodium  carbolate  and  sulphite  with 
excess  of  caustic  alkali.  This  is  ladled  from  the  kettle  into 
pans  and  allowed  to  cool,  broken  up,  dissolved  in  water,  and 
acidified  with  sulphuric  acid.  The  phenol  is  liberated,  and 
can  be  collected  and  distilled.  (2)  The  Oxid.\tion  of  Steong 
Alcohol  into  acetic  acid  is  similar  to  that  employed  in 
making  vinegar  by  means  of  oxygen  and  ferments.  More 
rapid  conversion  takes  place  if  such  substances  are  used  as 
chromic  acid,  nitric  acid,  or  spongy  platinum.  The  cost  of 
spongy  platinum  limits  somewhat  its  employment  from  a 
commercial  point  of  view,  but  it  has  been  stated  that  in 
an  apparatus  containing  17  kilos,  of  the  metal  33  gals,  of 
alcohol  can  be  converted  into  pure  acetic  acid  daily.  It 
was  the  last-named  process  to  which  reference  was  made 
in  the  article  to  w'hich  you  refer.  (3)  Realgab  is  employed 
as  a  constituent  of  blue  fire  and  of  white  Bengal  fire  used 
for  signalling.  The  finest  variety,  especially  that  which 
occurs  native,  is  used  as  a  pigment  by  artists.  Other  uses 
are  for  removing  hair  from  skins,  in  making  shot,  and  as  a 
reducing-agent  for  indigo. 

S.  t£;  S.  (49/4). — ANTi-rofLiNG  Compositions  fob  Ships' 
Bottoms.— The  formula  given  in  the  C.  i-  D.,  December  2, 
index  folio  833,  was  illustrative  of  the  variety  which  contain 
mercury  and  arsenic  as  the  active  poisons.  Mineral  naphtha 
is  employed  as  the  liquid  in  many  paints  because  of  its 
inexpensiveness.  Copper  in  various  forms  is  much  employed 
because  of  the  funsricidal  power  of  copper.  The  following 
illustrate  the  varieties  of  the  copper  compositions  : 


2.  Scott's  Paint. 

Verdigris   12  lb. 

Tallow, 
Sulphur, 

Resin  of  each  ^  1  cwt. 
Turpentine  ..*  1  gal. 

Mix. 


Copper  resinate...  2  parts 

Zinc  oxide        ...  1  part 

Boiled  oil        ...  1  part 

Gasoline  ...  1  part 

Resin    1  part 

Xaphtha  ...  2^  parts 

Dissolve  the  resin  in  the 
naphtha,  and  add  the  copper 
resinate,  stirring  until  dis- 
solved ;  add  the  boiled  oil, 
thin  with  the  gasoline,  and 
stir  in  the  zinc  o.xide. 

3.  Warner  &  Perry's  Paint. — This  contains  copper  oxy- 
chloride,  iron  oxide,  red-lead,  white  arsenic  in  a  medium 
of  resin,  shellac,  shale  naphtha,  etc. 

4.  Ddbfke's  VarnisJi-jiaint. — (a)  The  insulating  coat  for 
iron  vessels  which  is  first  applied  consists  of  antimony 
sulphide  wtih  small  quantities  of  lead  and  copper  sulphides 
3  parts  in  a  basis  of  denatuxed  alcohol  2  parts  and  shellac 
1  part,  {b)  The  composition  next  applied  consists  of  elec- 
trolvtic  copper  3  pai-ts,  mineral  naphtha  (distilling  at 
175^-205°_C.)  1  part,  rosin  oil  1  part.^ 

There  is  also  a  process  of  coppering  the  bottoms  of  ships 
by  hammering  metallic-copper  particles  into  the  prepared 
surface. 

Xcmo  (10/13). — Putty  is  Softened  by  applying  a  solution 
of  caustic  soda  alone  or  mixed  with  soft  soap,  the  soap  being 
added  to  prevent  the  solution  drying  too  soon.  Painters 
prepare  the  lye  by  boiling  together  pearlashes  and  quick- 
lime. Another  way  of  softening  old  putty  is  to  apply  a  hot 
soldering-iron. 

11'.  G.  R.  (52/28).— (1)  Annatto-SEEds  are  derived  from 
Bixa  Orc/lana,  an  evergreen  plant  growing  in  the  East  and 
West  Indies  and  South  America.    The  seeds  are  embedded 


in  a  pulp  similar  to  that  of  a  tomato,  but  the  capsule  con- 
taining this  is  shaped  like  a  large  beech-nut.  The  imported 
paste  is  prepared  from  the  pulp  and  seeds  by  a  fermenta- 
tion process,  but  the  best  butter-colouring  is  made  in  this 
country  from  the  seeds.  The  seeds  vary  enormously  in 
colouring-power,  and  the  makers  of  butter-colouring  buy- 
only  after  testing  the  tinctorial  power  of  the  seeds,  or  else 
grow  the  seeds  from  the  proper  variety.  Only  a  small  pro- 
portion of  the  seeds  that  come  into  the  market  reach  the 
requirements  of  the  manufacturer,  the  test  applied  being 
to  extract  the  s-eeds  with  alcoholic  soda,  precipitating  with 
liydrcchloric  acid,  drying,  and  weighing.  Some  further  par- 
ticulars were  given  in  the  C-  tC-  D.,  March  12,  1910,  index 
folio  422.  (2)  The  pamphlet  on  soya-beans  to  which  you 
refer  could  probably  be  obtained  from  the  Chinese  Gcvern- 
ment,  but  do  you  realise  that  it  is  issued  in  Chinese  ? 

IT'.  B.  W.  (154/40).— Mail-ohdeb  Br.siXESS.- Since  we 
replied  to  your  inquiry  in  the  C.  cO  D.,  December  2,  index 
folio  834,  our  attention  has  been  called  to  the  following 
book  on  the  subject  :  Ccdy's  "  How  to  do  Business  by  Letter 
and  Advertising  "  (Constable,  5.?.). 

Pharmacist  (64/7). — HoBSE  Chapping  is,  we  presume,  a 
local  term,  and  we  do  not  know  exactly  what  you  mean  by 
it.  If  it  is  a  case  in  which  the  horse  has  been  allowed  to 
stand  about  and  "  chap  "  for  hours,  owing  to  itchy  legs 
and  heels,  give  the  animal  a  purge,  brush  all  sand  and  mud 
from  the  leg*,  wash  thoroughly  with  soft  .soap  and  warnr 
water,  and,  after  drying,  rub  down  with  a  solution  of  some 
antiseptic  of  the  cresol  type.  If,  however,  you  mean 
chapped  or  cracked  heels,  treat  the  horse  as  described  in 
"  Veterinary  Counter-practice." 

Curiosa  (24/45). — Lead  -  and  -  Sulphitr  H.ub  -  eestoeer 
C' Pharmaceutical  Formulas,"  p.  121)  has  been  altered  in  the 
ninth  edition.    It  is  now  as  follows  : 

Acetate  of  lead    siss. 

Milk  of  sulphur     ...       ...       ...  5j. 

Glycerin   jij. 

Heliotrope  perfume         ...       ...  5ij. 

Water  to   jx. 

The-  sulphur  and  the  glycerin  are  considerably  reduced  in 
quantity.  (1)  You  can  legally  state  that  this  preparation 
"contains  no  ingredients  harmful  to  the  health,  and  if  used 
as  directed  it  is  quite  harmless,''  but  we  are  not  prepared 
to  say  that  "  it  is  not  a  dye,"  although  we  have  observed 
that  in  some  cases,  esioecially  in  the  case  of  blonde-haired 
persons,  the  preparation  restores  the  natural  colour,  which 
is  quite  different  from  the  colour  of  lead  sulphide,  to  which 
the  restoration  is  commonly  attributed.  (2)  As  to  j'our 
second  question  regarding  the  sale  of  such  preparations,  they 
are  not  scheduled  as  poisons  in  England,  and  may  be  sold 
by  any  person.  (3)  The  action  of  silver  salts  is  quite  different 
from  that  of  the  lead-and-sulphur  preparations.  We  know 
of  no  restorer  (not  being  a  dye)  apprcaching  the  latter  in 
effectiveness.  (4)  There  may  be  records  of  injury  to  health 
from  the  use  of  lead-and-sulphur  restorer,  but  we  cannot 
recall  them. 

yostrums  (21/56). — The  Alkaline  Salicylates  are  not  cumu- 
lative in  their  effect,  and  it  is  quite  safe  to  take  15-grain 
doses  of  ammonium  salicylate  two  or  three  times  a  day.  The 
salt  made  from  physiologically  pure  acid  is  quite  as  safe 
as  that  made  from  natural  salicylate  acid. 


Retrospect  of  Fifty  Years  Ago. 

Reprinted  from  "  The  Chemist  and  Druggist,"  January  15,  1862. 


The  Codex. 

The  French  Government  has  determined  to  have  the  Phar- 
macopoeia completely  revised ;  that  at  present  in  use  was 
published  in  the  year  1837.  A  commission  has  been 
appointed  to  carry  out  this  most  important  object,  and  the 
following  list  of  professors  composing  it  promises  well  for 
the  execution  of  the  work  :  M.  Dumas,  of  the  "  Institut  "  ; 
M.  Grisolle,  professor  of  materia  medica  and  therapeutics ; 
M.  Regnault,  professor  of  pharmacology  ;  M.  Tardien,  pro- 
fessor of  legal  medicine ;  M.  Wurtz,  professor  of  medical 
chemisfci7 — all  of  the  Faculty  of  Paris ;  M.  Bussy,  professor 
of  chemistry  ;  M.  Chatin,  pi-ofessor  of  botany ;  M.  Guibourt, 
professor  of  natural  history;  M.  Le  Canu,  professor  of  phar- 
macy— all  of  the  Idigh  School  of  Pharmacy  of  Paris  ;  and 
MM.  Petit  and  Mourier,  high  officers  under  the  Minister 
of  Public  Instruction.  To  these  are  added  as  a  consulting 
council  three  eminent  members  of  the  Imperial  Academy 
of  Medicine — MM.  Robinet,  Boudet,  and  Gobley — and 
MM.  Mayet  and  Mialhe,  pharmaciens,  of  Paris. 
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